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A N N U A L M E E T I, N Go 



Glasgow^ IQth March, 1837. 

AccoiiDiNG to previous Advertisement, the Third Annual 
Meeting' of the Glasgow Emancipation Society, was held 
this evening, at 7 o'clock, in the Rev. William Anderson's 
Chapel, John Street. 

Robert Grahame, Esq., of Whitehili, the President of the 
Society, being absent from indisposition,'* on the motion of 
Walter Buchanan, Esq., the Rev. Dr. Heugh, one of the 
Vice-Presidents, was called to the Chair. 

The Chairman, after introducing the business, called upon 
Mr Murray, one of the Secretaries, to read an Abstract of the 
Annual Report. Mr Beith, the Treasurer, having also read 
a statement of the pecuniary affairs of the Society ; the follow- 
ing Resolutions were then unanimously adopted, viz, : — 

I. Moved by the Rev, Alexander Harvey^ of the Relief 
Chapel, Calton, and seconded by Wm, P. Paton, ^sq.^ 

That the Report now read be adopted, printed, and circulated, 
under the direction of the Committee." 



* The following letter from Mr Grahame, addressed to one of the 
Secretaries, was received next morning : — 

" WHITEH1I.L, March, 183?. 
My Dear Sir,— On going home yesterday afternoon, 1 became so unwell that 
I was unable to attend the meeting, and am now obliged to confine myself to 
the house. I received, yesterday, a London newspaper, giving an account of 
the death, byftbe upsetting of a chaise, of the only son, indeed the only child, of 
the venerable Thomas Clarkson, the prime mover and chief instrument of 
providence, in the Abolition of the Slave-trade, 

I am, my dear Sir, 

Yours truly, 

"MrSmeal. ROBERT grahame." 

Every Abolitionist throughout the United Kingdom, indeed we 
might say throughout the world, will deeply sympathise with the 
venerable apostle of African Freedom, in the sudden bereavement he 
has been called to sustain, in the removal by an unexpected and vio- 
lent death, of liis only son. It should be the prayer of every Christian, 
that divine consolation and aid may be communicated to the aged 
mourner; and that, if it be the will of God, he may survive to behold 
the final and entire overthrow of that atrocious system, which, with 
unequalled ability, patience, and fortitude, he has for so many years 
laboured to abolish. 
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IL Moved by the .Rr-v. JViUiam Anderson^ of John Street 
Relief Chapelj and seconded by Donald Macintyi^e^ Esq,, 

" Resohedy — That according to the natura! rights of the species, 
the revealed will of God, and the common law of this country, our 
fellow-subjects in all the British dependencies are entitled to Imme- 
diate, Unconditional, and Entire Freedom : 

"That this Society has ever regarded the system of Apprentice- 
ship, imposed by the Imperial Abolition Act, upon the Negroes of 
the West Indies, the Cape of Good Hope, and the Island of Mau- 
ritius, as most unjust in principle — an unnecessary and cruel restric- 
tion upon their liberties — contrary to the repeated assurances of 
Lord Althorp, that the Government measure should be * safe and 
satisfactory,' — and as setting at naught the determination officially 
and solemnly recorded by the Anti-Slavery Associations of the 
United Kingdom, through their three hundred and thirty 'Uine 
Delegates assembled in London in 1833 — to oppose by every con- 
stitutional means, any measure which, professing to meet the claims 
of justice, * would leave the Negro half a Slave and half a Freeman:' 

" That the experience of the working of the Apprenticeship Sys- 
tem in the Colonies, since the 1st of August, 1834, has more than 
justified the strong disapprobation and fears previously expressed by 
the Friends of the Slave, while the results of Immediate and Un- 
conditional Emancipation in Antigua and the Bermudas, have afford- 
ed additional proof of the fitness of the Negro for U7tahridged 
personal freedom : 

"That evidence the most ample and incontrovertible has shown 
the Apprenticeship scheme to be vexatious and oppressive in its 
operation ; favourable to the continued exercise of a cruel and arbi- 
trary power on the part of the Manager, and other interested persons ; 
and that instead of fulfilling the promise of Mr Stanley, and being 
a condition in which the Negro * would enjoy every right and every 
privilege of a freeman,' it is one of degrading hondagei coerced and 
uncompensated labour^ of brutalizing subjectio?i to Plantation despo- 
tism, and of almost friendless exposure to the worst incidents by which 
the hateful system of Colonial Slavery has ever been distinguished : 

"That this Society, firmly believing * Apprenticeship' to be but 
another name for Slavery, would express its deep abhorrence and 
utter condemnation of the system, and its conviction, that it is the 
duty of Abolitionists throughout the kingdom to demand, in the name 
of humanity and religion, that it be immediately abolished, and that 
the Negro be forthwith raised to a state of unqualified freedom, and 
be governed by laws framed in all respects on the same principle as 
those to which his white fellow-subjects are amenable." 

This Resolution was supported by George Thompson, Esq., 
and also by Dr. Prince from Jamaica, 
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III. Moved by George Tlioiiipson^ Esq.^ and seconded by 
Walter Buchanan^ Esq* : — 

Resolvedi-^Th'dU as the object which this Society, in conjunctiou 
with kindred Institutions, aims to accomplish, is nothing less than 
the Universal Abolition of Slavery and the Slave-trade, it is essen- 
tially requisite, that its vast extent and importance should be stead- 
ily kept in view ; and that deep consideration should be given, by 
the Christian world, to the great interests, immediate and collateral, 
connected with it : 

" That, as nearly Six Millions of our feilow-Zmmortals (exclusive 
of a very large number held to various kinds of involuntary servi- 
tude in British India), are the victims of a system of Slavery, at 
once unjusty cruel> and debasing, adminstered by States nominally 
Christian ; and as this system is the parent of the atrocious Slave- 
trade, by which 80,000 human beings are annually torn from Africa, 
and at least double that number murdered in the wars necessary to 
obtain them-— it is a duty incumbent on the friends of humanitj'' to 
seek the removal of these malignant evils, by proclaiming every- 
where the doctrine of Immediate, Entire, and Universal Emanci- 
pation : 

"That, while we contemplate the magnitude of the work yet to be 
performed, we are called upon to record our deep and unfeigned 
gratitude to God, for the animating and amply compensating success 
with which, during the past year, He has been pleased to crown 
the exertions of the friends of Emancipation, on both sides of the 
Atlantic." 

Thanks having been moved by the Mev. James M^Tear^ to 
the Rev. William Anderson, and the Managers, for granting 
the use of their Chapel, the Meeting, at 1 1 o'clock, adjourned to 
Wednesday evening, in Dr. Wardlaw's Chapel. 



ADJOURNED MEETING. 



Wednesday, March lath, 

Wm. p. Paton, Esq., in the absence of the Rev. Dr. Heugh, 
was called to the Chair. 

The Resolutions passed at the meeting on Monday evening, 
having been read by Mr William Smeal, one of the Secre- 
taries, it was— 

IV. Moved by the Mev. Mm Boyd, Secession Minister, one 
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of the Secretaries of the Paisley i'jmancipatioii Society, aiul se- 
eoiuled by the lie Alex, Frazei\ Independent Fiiuisterj Alloa: — 

" Resolved. — That we cordially congratulate our Abolition breth- 
ren in the United States of America, upon the mighty progress and 
auspicious aspect of the Cause of Freedom in their land ; and our 
hearts being warmed, and our zeal stimulated by their noble and 
praiseworthy exertions, we cheerfully respond to their call for con- 
tinued co-operatioH; and would assure them of our entire confidence, 
our fervent sympathy, and unceasing prayers." 

V. Moved by the Rev. Patrick Brewster^ one of the Ministers 
of the Abbey Parish, Paisley, and seconded by James M'Cune 
Smith, Esq., M.D. : — 

" Besolvedj — That the labours of Mr George Thompson, our de^ 
voted, and faithful, and indefatigable Agent, during the pasi year, 
are entitled to, and do now receive, our unqualified approbation : — 
That, believing it of the highest importance that he should continue 
his services in the Cause of Emancipation, we earnestly request him 
to renew his engagement to the Committee ; pledging ourselves, in 
the event of his compliance, to sustain him in the prosecution of his 
arduous and philanthropic career: — it being our determination never 
to give up the work of peaceful agitation and moral interference, on 
behalf of the victims of oppression, until every unrighteous yoke is 
broken, and Slavery ceases from the face of the earth.'* 

Mr Thompson, at this stage of the business, addressed the 
Meetings and on his part, also pledged himself in reference to 
the foregoing Resolution. 

VL Moved by the liev. Dr. Kidston, and seconded by the 
jRev. Andrew Somerville, of Dumbarton, — both of the United 
Secession Church : — 

" Resolved, — That, in conformity with the Resolutions of last 
Public Meeting of this Society, the Remonstrance with the people 
of the United States of America, especially with Christian professors 
there, now read, be adopted, and signed by the President and other 
Office-Bearers of the Glasgow Emancipation Society." 

[The Remonstrance will be found after the Speeches.] 

VII. Moved by George Thompson, Esq,, and seconded by 
the Rev, Thomas Pullar,^ of the Indepeudent Chapel, Albion 
Street 

Resolved^ — " That it appears fully evident to this Society, that the 
struggle to achieve the Independence of Texas, is not a struggle for 
the acquirement or maintenance of Civil and Religious Liberty, but 



* The Rev. Dr Wardlaw had engaged to second the motion of Mr Thom})son, 
but the delicate state of his health prevented him from being present. 



for the privilege of holding Slaves, and carrying on the Slavp-trade ; 
and that the triumph of the Texian arms woidd, therefore, be caUimi-^ 
tons to the Cause of Universal Freedom : 

"That the 9th Section of the Constitution adopted by the revolted 
Texians, demonstrates the inconsistency and falsehood of their pro- 
fession of attachment to the principles of righteous liberty,-™-is an 
infamous and wicked document, reflecting the deepest disgrace upon 
its framers, and deserving the unmitigated execration of mankind : 

"That the offer made by the Texians to the United States, of an 
exclusive monopoly of the Trade in Slaves, should have been re- 
sented as a gross insult to the moral sense of the nation ; and that 
its acceptance is a melancholy proof of the deadening and demoral- 
izing influence of the Slave system t 

" That we regard with the highest admiration and respect, the ex- 
alted and independent conduct of the Honourable John Quincy 
Adams, in the United States' Congress, in pleading for the Emancipa« 
tion of the Slave, and in exposing the very suspicious conduct of the 
United States' Government, in regard to Mexico and Texas." 

VI II. Moved by Bailie William Craig ^ and seconded by Mr 
David Smith, one of the Pastors of the Baptist Church. George 
Street : — 

" Besolvedf — ^That we present our warmest acknowledgments to 
the * Ladies' Auxiliary* of this City, for their exertions in aid of our 
Funds, and earnestly request them to continue their valuable co- 
operation : and that we also tender our cordial thanks to those friends 
of Universal Freedom, who, as Societies or otherwise,, have, during 
the past year, remitted contributions to this Society." 

IX. Moved by J. S. Blyth^ Esq.^ and carried by acclamation: — 

"That the following be the Office-Bearers and Committee of this 
Society, for the ensuing year : — fSee List, page S.) 

X. Moved by Jas, Beith, Esq,, and carried by acclamation : — 

" That the thanks of this Meeting be given to the Rev. Dr. 
Wardlaw and the Trustees, for their kindness in granting the use 
of their Chapel." 

XL Moved by George Thompson, Esq,, and carried by accla- 
mation :- — 

*< That the cordial thanks of this Meeting are due, and are hereby 
given, to the Rev. Dr. Heugh, and William P. Paton, Esq., for 
their conduct in the Chair." 

H. HEUGH, D.D., 
WILLIAM P. PATON, 



\ Chairmen, 




ROBERT GRAHAME, Esa., of Wiiitehill. 

REV. DR VVARDLAW, REV. DR HEUGH, REV. DR KIDSTON, 
ANTHONY WIG HAM, Euq., Aberdeen. 

JAMES BEITK, Esq., 

MESSRS. JOHN MURRAY and WILLIAM SMEAL. 



Committee^ 



Rev. William Andersoxi, 
William Auld, 
William Brash, 
John Duncan, 
John Eadie, 
John Edwards, 
Greville Ewing, 
Alexander Harvey, 
John Johnstone, 
David King, 
William Lindsay, 
James M^Tear, 
James Paterson, 
Thomas PuUar, 
Michael Willis, 
Messrs. David Anderson, 
J. S. Blyth, 
Hngh Brown, Jiin., 
Will liam Brown* 
Walter Buchanan, 
Robert Connel, 
William Craig, 
G. C Dick, 
William Ferguson, 
John Fleming, 



Messrs^ George Gallie, 

Thomas Grahame, 

Robert Kettle, 

Henry Langlands, 

Patrick Letnem, 

Donald Macintyre^ 

John Maxwell, M.D., 

Colin M'Dougal, 

Ninian M'Gilp, 

Anthony M'-Keand, 

David M*Laren, 

John M'Leod, 

John M*Leod, Argj'U Street, 

WilUam P. Paton, 

John Reid, 

David Smith, 

James M'Cune Smith,M.D., 
Robert Sanderson, 
James Stewart, 
George Thorbnm, 
Archibald Watson, 
George Watson, 
James Watson, 
WiUiam White, 
Andrew Young. 



George Thompson, Esq. 

William Lloyd Garrison, Esq., Boston, New England. 

Arthur TAFPAN,^^Esq., New York. 

James G. Bckneyi, Esq., Cincinnati, Ohio. 

M. George Washington Lafayette, ? p . 

M. Victor de Tracey, S 

James Johnston, Esq., Upper Canada. 

Rev. Thomas Roberts, Bristol. 

Daniel O'Connell, Esc[., M.P. 

Joseph Sturge, Esqt, Birmingham. 

Rev. Nathaniel Paul, of Wuberforce Settlement, Upper Canada. 
Rev. Patrick Brewster, Paisley. 



Jl E P O E, T, &e. 



In presenting to tlieir constituents and the public, their Third 
Annual Report, the Committee of The Glasgow Emanci- 
pation Society have great pleasure in recording the success- 
ful progress which, through the hlessing of God, has been 
made during the past year, in the great cause in which they 
have been engaged. 

It will be remembered, that two important documents were 
passed at last Annual Meeting — a Petition to Parliament for 
the Entire Abolition of the Apprenticeship System in the 
British Colonies, and the Complete Emancipation of the Slaves, 
as in Antigua and the Bermudas; — and a Memorial to the 
Government, requesting them to examine into the alleged ille- 
gal importation of Slaves into the Mauritius, — to take measures 
to Emancipate those illegally imported, — and to deduct a pro- 
portionate amount from the Compensation allotted to that Co- 
lony, so that the people of this country might not thus be taxed 
to reward felony. 

The Memorial, signed by the Chairman, on behalf of the 
Meeting, was sent to Lord Melbourne, who replied, " That it 
should have that attention which the importance of the subject, 
and the respectability of the Memorialists, entitled it to." 
The Petition to the Lords was also entrusted to Lord Mel- 
bourne ; and was, by his Lordship, presented to the House. 

The Petition to the Commons, signed by 29,830 of the in- 
habitants of this citv and suburbs, was sent to Thomas F. 
Buxton, Esq., M. P.; but from some unforeseen detention 
after its arrival in London, was not put into his hands until be 
had submitted his Motion respecting the Colonies to the House. 
In his letter, acknowledging its receipt, Mr Buxton said, 
" He would take another opportunity of bringing the Petition 
under the notice of the House, as he considered it an ira- 

B 
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portant one/' Letters were ako received from James Oswald, 
Daniel O'Comiell, and Joseph Pease, Esqs., Members of Par- 
liament, promising to support our Petition. 

Agreeably to tlie direction of last Annual Meeting, your 
Committee prepared an " Address to the Ministers of Religion, 
in particular ; and the friends of Negro Emancipation in gen- 
eral," — on the importance and duty of remonstrating with tlieir 
Christian brethren in America, on the sin and guilt, in the sight 
of God, and scandal to their Christian profession, of keeping 
their black and coloured fellow-men in bondage. Upwards of 
1300 copies of the Address were printed and circulated; and, 
strenuously supported as this appeal has been, in many places, by 
our excellent friend, and unceasing advocate of the cause, George 
Thompson, Esq., — a continuance of whose invaluable services 
the Society had agreed to request — it has, we trust, been pro- 
ductive, in a good degree, of its intended effect. 

Convinced of the advantage to the cause of the Negro Ap- 
prentices, of their case before the Parliamentary Committee 
being under the superintendence of that well-known, and tried 
friend of the Slave, George Stephen, Esq., — the Chairman of 
the London Universal Abolition Society^ — your Committee 
(as did also those of London, Birmingham, and Edinburgh) 
earnestly solicited that gentleman to undertake the task of 
conducting, on behalf of the Colonial Apprentices, the evidence 
to be taken before the Committee of the House of Commons, 
on the subject of the Apprenticeship, and on the Mauritius, 
with which entreaties Mr Stephen frankly complied. 

Being informed, in April last, that the Rev. David King and 
Mr David Anderson, both members of Committee, intended 
shortly to visit Paris, your Committee appointed these gentle- 
men a Deputation from this Society to the Society in Paris, for 
the Universal Abolition of Slavery. The Rev. Dr Heugh was 
appointed to prepare a letter to the Due de Broglie, the Pre- 
sident of the Paris Society, to be delivered by the deputation ; 
and they were also instructed to call upon Messrs George 
Washington Lafayette, and Victor de Tracy, both Honorary 
Members of our Society. 

The following is a translation of the Due de Broglie's reply 
to Dr. Heugh's letter : — 

" Mn VlCE-PllKSIBENT. 

"Sir,— I verymucli regret losing the opportunity of conversing with the Rev. 
Mr King and Mr J). Anderson. The letter which you were so kind as to send 
me hy them, unfortunately did not reach me till after my return from the 
country. I would have attached great importance to an interview with tliese 
members of the Society of Glasgow, which you would desire to place in direct 
relation with the Society for the Abolition of Slavery in Paris, in which I have 



i)iG honour to take ii part. The iustructioiis that T might have received fvom 
thera, woukl no doubt have been very precious to me ; and on t\ui other hand, 
we shall joyfully avail ourselves of the mefviis you suggest, of jjlacing at your 
disposal all the details witli which we are acquainted, that may assist you in 
attaining the exalted end you hav^e in view. Persevering eflb?rts shall not be 
wanting on our port, for regulating and carrying the important questions re- 
lating to the definite Eniancipation of the Slaves. We also consider as one of 
the purest glories in the history of the world, that of those men who, in your 
country, have so powerfully contributed by their unceasing activity as well as 
by the energy of their talents, to cause the disappearance of Slaverj^ from the 
territories o^ England. I pray you accept my expression of highest regard^ 
&c., &c., BnOGLIE." 

K'ext in the order of eventSj occurred the Discussion on 
American Slavery, in the Rev. Dr Wardlaw's Chapel, between 
Mr George Thompson and the Rev. Robert J. Breckinridge, 
of Baltimore, U. S., which took place on the evenings of the 
ISth, Mth, J 5th, IGth, and 17th of June. This Discussion 
having' soon after been extensively published, your Committee 
for the present postpone any remarks they may feel called to 
make upon it, in connection with the general subject. But we 
think this the proper place to introduce the following Resolu- 
tion, passed at a Meeting of the Committee, held 2.1st June, 
1836:— 

" The Meeting having been summoned to consider what steps should be 
taken by the Society, to apprize the public of the views we entertain with re- 
spect to the Discussion just terminated, betwixt Mr Thompson and the Rev. 
Mr Breckinridge, it was unanimously resolved, after full consideration and con- 
versation on the subject, that the following be adopted as the judgment of this 
Committee ; — 

A'cw/m/,—" That although, in consequence of its having been previously 
fixed as one of the conditions of said Discussion, that no judgment of the audi- 
ence should be called for at the close of it, this Committee feel themselves, on 
obvious grounds of propriety, precluded from publishing at present, in their 
official capacity, any opinion or decision of their own, which might expose 
them to the charge of seeking to prepossess unduly the minds of the commun- 
ity ;— they cannot but regard it, at the same time, as a sacred duty—and it is a 
duty they have the liveliest satisfaction in fulfilling— to assure Mr Thompson 
himself, that the anxious desire expressed by him to meet any antagonist, was 
considered bv them as dictated by the consciousness of integrity, and the confi- 
dence of truth; that in their opinion, the result of the Discussion has been to 
l)rove these feelings on his piu-t fully wan-anted ;— that he has vindicated his 
former representations, and subjected them to the scrutiny of a shrewd and able 
opponent, with credit to himself, and benefit to his cause ; his statements having 
been left, in every material point, unaffected, and the evidence augmented 
rather than diminished, of the rectitude of his principles, the purity of his mo- 
tives, the propriety of his measures, and the open honesty, as well as steadfast 
intrepidity oi his zeal ; so that he never held a higher place in their estima- 
tion, than at the present moment/' 

On the evening of the 1st of August, the Anniversary of the 
Abolition of Slavery in the British Colonies— a Public Meeting 
of the Members and friends of the Society, was held in the 
Rev. Dr. Heugh's Chapel. In the previous advertisement 
convening this Meeting, it was announced that " Resolutions 
would be proposed, expressive of the sentiments of the Society 
in reference to the recent Discussion on American Slavery, so 
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till' as Mr Tiiornpsou was concerned ; their approbation of hm 
conduct ill the United States ; their unabated confidence in Mm 
as their A^^ent ; and their unalterable attacluncnt to the great 
principle of Immediate, Unconditional, and Universal Emanci- 
pation.** 

To the published account of the proceedings, your Com- 

mittee prefixed the following as an introduction : — 

" The Committee of the Glasjrow Emancipation Society tlid not feel them - 
selves at liberty to give, at an earlier period after the late l^iHcussiun betv -een Mr 
Thompson and Mr Brecidnridge, any public declaration of their judgment rela- 
tive to the merits and results of that Discussion, in as far as the character and 
conduct of the former of these two gentlemen were implicated. In the spirit of 
one of the conditions of the Discussion, namely, that no vote should be taken 
at the close expressive of the mind of the audience, they delayed convening a 
Public Meeting for the purpose of expressing their own judgment, and calling 
for the concurrence of their fellow-citizens, till some time had been allowed for 
the circulation and perusal of the controversy, as issued from the Press. They 
now, however, consider it incumbent upon them, — a duty which they owe to Mr 
Thompson as their known and accredited Agent, and a duty which they owe 
to themselves and others by whom he was engas^ed and commissioned, to give 
l)ublicity to their sentiments— and it is to their miiids a source of no small satis- 
faction, that, judging coolly and deliberately, they can pronounce a verdict 
favourable, in all respects, to their esteemed Agent and friend, without hesita- 
tion and v/ithout reserve. For the terms of that verdict, they reler to the first 
of the llesolutions passed at the Meeting of which an account follows. That 
Resolution was moved and seconded by the two Ministers of the Gospel, Vice- 
Presidents of the Society, by whom the chair was filled during the Discussion ; 
by one of them at four, and by the other at one of the meetings. While these 
gentlemen felt it their duty to maintain the stiictest im))aTtiality in presiding on 
such an occasion, by withholding every indication of their own opinions, and 
showing equal favour to each of the combatants, they are now exonerated from 
official restrictions, and entitled, in common with others, to avow their judg- 
ment." 

The chapel was filled with a large and respectable audience. 
That veteran in the Anti-Slavery cause, Robert Grahame, 
Esq., of Whitehill, the President of the Society, who, notwith- 
standing his advanced age, had been present during the Discus- 
sion, w^as called to the chair ; and Resolutions, expressive of the 
object of the Meeting, were passed unanimously. 

The Rev. Dr. Wardlaw, in a luminous speech, — in which he 
took a review of some of the principal topics involved in the 
Discussion, and the relative aspect in which, regarding it as a 
medium, the characters of the two opponents were placed ; 
especially how Mr Thompson was affected by it? — moved the 
First Resolution, similar in purport to that previously passed 
by the Committee, which was seconded by the Rev. Dr. 
Kidston; — the Meeting unanimously signifying their assent, 
by holding' up their hands. The Resolution was as follows : — 

" That, in the deliberate judgment of this Meeting, the wish announced by 
Mr George Thompsojito meet publicly any antagonist, especially any Minister 
of the Gospel from the United States, on the subject of American Slavery, or on 
any one of the branches of that subject, was dictated by a well-founded con- 
sciousness of the integrity of his purpose, and assurance of the correctness of 
his facts ; and that the recent Discussion in this city, between him and the Rev. 
W. J. IhTckinridgc, of Baltimore, has left, not merely unshaken, hut confirmed 
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and augmented, their confidence in the rectitude of his principles, tiie purity ot' 
]ii« motives, the propriety of his measures, the lidelity of his statements, and 
tlie 8traight-for\vard honesty and undaunted intrepidity of his :<:eal," 

The Second Resolutioa was ably moved and seconded by tiie 
Rev. Dr. Heugli, ar,d tbe Rev. John Eadie^ viz. 

'•^That the Glasgow Emancipation Society considers itself called upon to 
repeat its unmitigated reprobation of Slavery, as existiiig in the United States 
of America, and of that prejudice agaiwst Cohmr, which is at once a result and 
support of the Slave-system ; a system which glaringly violates a great principle 
in the American constitution, declaring liberty to be the inalienable right of all 
men; vvliich opposes the spirit and letter of the religion of holy benevolence 
so extensively professed by the American people ; which is productive of an in- 
calculable amomit of crime and misery, both among the Two Millions of Slaves 
and those by whom they are held in bondage ; and which must constantly of- 
fend Almighty God, and expose tliat land to the visitations of his displeasure : — 
that it also repeats the expression of its cordial joy in the rapidity with which 
the cause hnmcdiate Abolition, has spread, and is now spreading in America; 
in the peaceful, intrepid, and religious spirit, which, amidst good and bad re- 
port, the American Abolitionists have been enabled to display; and in the near 
prospect of bloodless triumph with which Divhie Providence already animates 
their efforts: — and, finally, that it resolves anew, along with its many British al- 
lies, to remonstrate witli'the American people in the spirit of fidelity and love, 
on the claims of the Negro jmpidation; to cheer the Abolitionists of America 
onward in their path of benevolence, until Slavery shall disappear from the 
American continent, and America and Britain, already united by many power- 
ful ties, shall consistently and indissolubly unite for the Abolition of Slavery 
from the face of the earth, and the promotion of the happiness of tlie whole hu- 
man family." 

The Third Resolution was moved by tbe Rev. David King, 
and seconded by David McLaren, Esq.? viz. : — 

" That it is of great importance for the friends of freedom in different coun- 
tries, to co-operate in hastening the exthiction of Slavery throughout the world, 
and that in this conviction the meeting feel much satisfaction in the interchange 
of friendly acknowledgments that has just passed between the Emancipationists 
of this city and of Paris." 

Your Committee gave an extended publicity to the import- 
ant proceedings of this Meeting ; and they have the satisfaction 
to state, that both in this country, and in the United States, 
they have been highly approved. 

Having been informed, that John Scoble, Esq., the Secre- 
tary of the British and Foreign Abolition Society of Lon- 
don, and Joseph Sturge, Esq., of Birmingham, one of the 
Committee of that Society, intended to make a tour of in- 
spection through the West India Islands, with the view of ac- 
quiring accurate information of the working of the Apprentice* 
ship, and of the comparative effects of complete Emancipation 
in Antigua and the Bermudas ; — having the utmost confidence 
in the integrity and fidelity of these gentlemen, and being 
desirous to testify their approval of the object they had in view, 
your Committee passed, and transmitted to them, the following 
Resohition, viz.: — 

flcsolvcd^-^'' That, considering the difficulty, if not impossibility, of obtaining 
ficcurate information of the working of the Apprenticeship system in the West 
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India Colonics, and of the coni])avative effects of the complcie Eniancipatioii 
conferred on the Negroes in Antigua and the Bermudas, the Committee of the 
Ghisgou- Emancipation Society highly approve of the tonv of inspection pro- 
posed by Joseph Stnrge, and John Scoble, Esqrs., — they have the utmost conli- 
dence in the integrity and fidelity of these gentlemen, and believe that the 
evidence they may obtam may have a powerful effect in exposing the true char- 
acter and real evils of the Aj)])renticeship system, and may ho instrumental in 
shortening its duration — as well as in warning other Powers, who have yet to 
Emancipate their Slaves, to avoid that circuitous scheme, which is equally 
harassing to the Negroes, unprofitable to the Masters, and unimncipled in its 
character." 

It having been tliought that Mr Thompson's indefatigable 
labours would be somewhat aided, and the people to whom he 
might occasionally lecture, be instigated to form Abolition 
Societies, by an Address from a kindred Institution ; such an 
" Address, to the Friends of the Enslaved throughout the 
Kingdom," was prepared and published in the newspapers, and 
Avidely circuhited. It was also printed in a separate form, and 
a quantity given to Mr Thompson for distribution, where he 
might think proper; and your Committee are inclined to be- 
lieve, that this measure has tended to increase the number of 
our fellow-labourers, and aid the funds of the Society. 

Such is an outline of the principal matters of business which 
have come before your Committee since last Annual Meeting, 
These, however, are transacted at our doors, and give no idea of 
the progress of the cause — the great work which they are intend- 
ed to aid in promoting— the Abolition of Slavery^ and the Slave- 
trade throughout the world. Our position is at a remote part of 
the machinery — but although remote, and our weight on the 
lever small, its influence may be felt ; and we know that the re- 
mote end of the lever must move, and also move much, before 
we can produce the desired effect. 

But there is an Agent in this holy enterprise, whom w^e arc 
proud to denominateo2<r Agent,— George Thompson, Esq., whose 
interesting and very efficient labours we must next review. His 
movements have been somewhat erratic ; yet infusing fresh 
vigour, and imparting additional impetus to the machinery In 
various departments, and at various stations. 

Since our last Annual Meeting, Mr Thompsonhas visited Lon- 
don, Brighton, Leeds, Manchester, Leicester, York, Bradfordj 
Newcastle, North and South Shields, Sunderland, Durham, 
Darlington, Hexham, Gateshead, Paisley, Dalkeith, Greenock, 
Dumbarton, Bonhill, Stirling, &;c., in addition to labouring 
very extensively in Edinburgh, and in this City. Many of the 
towns we have enumerated, Mr Thompson has visited more 
than once, delivering Lectures to large audiences, or holding 
public meetings, at which new societies were formed, or old 
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Kocietics revived; and resolutions, or remonstrances, or hoi\^ 
passed against Slavery, especially against Slavery in America. 

By these resolutions and remonstrances, some of wliicli are 
appended to tbis Report, it will be seen, that the people of 
this country require only to be informed of the state of so- 
ciety in America, to have their sympathies enlisted on the right 
side — the side of the oppressed and degraded Slaves ajid free 
Coloured people, crushed by these professedly religious and 
freedom-boasting republicans. 

From most of the above-named towns, Mr Thompson had 
received pressing invitations — everywhere he was most heartily 
welcomed — and enthusiastically received by all classes — Chief 
Magistrates in many cases presiding, and the Ministers of reli- 
gion, of all denominations, cordially co-operating for the benefit 
of the outcast Negro. 

The effect of these meetings and lectures is, that a great amount 
of information has been communicated on the subject of Slave^'y ; 
to which, — -notwithstanding the important bearing* on the pro- 
gress of general Liberty, of converting six millions of Slaves 
into freemen; and the nations holding them in Slavery into 
liberal Governments, we lament that but a very small portion 
of the public periodical Press of this country is devoted; and 
even of that portion, the circulation is very limited. 

The correspondence and co-operation of all the existing 
Anti-Slavery Societies, and the formation of new ones for 
the Universal Extinction of Slavery, is of the utmost im- 
portance ; for wherever Societies are formed, a more perman- 
ent interest is likely to be maintained; a desire to obtain and ex- 
tend further information regarding the progress of the cause will 
be promoted ; the religious portion of the community, especi- 
ally the Ministers connected with these societies, will frequently 
make its object the subject of their prayers, and the number of 
the friends of Universal Emancipation will be increased. 

The resolutions and remonstrances, expressing the senti- 
ments of so many large and influential public meetings, against 
American Slavery, will arouse many in this country, into 
whose hands they may fall, to think seriously on the sub- 
ject, and to consider what is thei?- duty in regard to it ; 
— when sent across the Atlantic, they will strike convic- 
tion into the hearts of many, who may see themselves 
seriously and solemnly reproved, either for the sin of cruelly 
oppressing and degrading their, and our fellow-men, or for 
being so far participators in other men's sins, in not repi?oving 
those who do so, or in not using every means in their power 
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io reniovo from themselves and their eouiiiry, tlieir roproacii 
among- the nations, and their j>nilt in ilw sioht of God, oi hold- 
ing in Slavery more than Two and-a~haJf Millions of their 
people ; and treating with an unjust and iniquitous prejudice, a 
Jarg*e portion of their fellow-subjects, whom God has made to 
diifer only in complexion. 

The remonstrances of religious bodies— of Congregations, 
Presbyteries, and Synods, addressed, as several have been 
in the course of the year, to similar- bodies in America, and by 
them gratefully received, may be expected to have a very bene- 
ficial effect on those to whom they were addressed, in awaken- 
ing them from that lethargy in which they have been so long 
lying, in regard to this iniquitous system, and in rescuing them 
from the impending danger of continuing in such a sinful course, 
or in countenancing those who do. 

Those religious societies in this country, who, by an annual 
exchange of deputations with bodies of the same denomination 
in America, keep up a friendly intercourse with each other, are 
not likely hereafter, to send as delegates, Ministers who will 
compromise their own or the Anti-Slavery pi*inciples of those 
they represent, by a deficiency of moral courage in advocating 
the Abolition cause on the other side of the Atlantic ; nor are 
the Christian Societies there, likely to send Ministers here, who 
are either Slave-holders, or not Abolitionists — knowing if they 
do, they will not be admitted into British pulpits. This position 
has arisen out of the investigation into the conduct of the Rev. 
Drs. Cox and Hoby — first publicly alluded to in last year*s Re- 
port, and now pretty well sifted in London, Birmingham, and 
elsewhere^ and we trust that they and their friends will now 
join in the "re^reif," expressed by the Committee of the Baptist 
Union, " that Drs. Cox and Hoby should have deemed it pru- 
dent to keep public silence on this crying abomination, during 
their visit to America." We trust also, that none will now 
7'egret that the subject was started, since its examination has led 
to the salutary results we have mentioned. 

The progress, then, which has been made in this country dur- 
ing the past year, in arousing thq public mind, and especially the 
religious portion of the community, to a consideration of this 
important subject, and to the discharge of their duty in regard 
to it, may be estimated by reference to the resolutions and re- 
monstrances in the Appendix, which are far too numerous to 
include in our Report. From these, the Anti- Abolitionists, who 
by their violence drove our indefatigable Agent from their 
shores, will find that they have not silenced him ; but only, 
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as Imppened to the Missionaries when driven from Jamaicaj 
forced him to occupy a station, whence he will, ere long'j 
bring- the whole moral force of the British people to bear down 
upon the accursed system which Americans would palliate or 
defend ; and, united with the good and the great of their own 
land, will soon succeed in rescuing the oppressor and the op- 
pressed, from that which is a source of national weakness^ dis- 
grace, and crime. 

There are yet many cities and towns unvisited by Mr 
Thompson; while those that have invited him are so nmnerous, 
that months must elapse ere he can possibly overtake the la- 
bour. And from letters lately received from persons in America, 
whose opinion and judgment deserve credit, the time seems 
not far distant, when, in the Northern States, Abolition prin- 
ciples shall have become so prevalent, that they will be ripe to 
receive, and ready to welcome him again to their aid. 

The Discussion with Mr Breckinridge, which arose also from 
Mr Thompson's agency, had a powerful effect in drawing the 
minds of many of the reading and thinking portion of the com- 
munity to the consideration of the subject of American 
Slavery. This was mainly effected by the publication and ex- 
tensive circulation of tlie Discussion, in a cheap form — which 
Mr B. carefully provided for, by previous arrangement with 
your Committee— an arrangement in which they most readily 
concurred. Those who cordially detest the principles which 
Mr B. advocated, and the feelings which he exhibited, will 
freely admit that he possesses a respectable share of forensic 
talent, and an acute judgment; but he most woefully mis- 
calculated either his own abilities, or the discernment of a 
Glasgow audience, on the subject he brought before them. 
" His whole object,'' he said, " was to get before the British 
churches, certain views and suggestions on this subject, which 
he firmly believed were indispensable to prevent the total alien- 
ation of British and American Christians from each other." 
But if this was really his whole object," he surely might have 
devised some method equally efficient to have " got his certain 
views and suggestions before the British churches," as by a Dis- 
cussion with George Thompson. If, however, we may judge 
from the zest with which he seemed to vent his spleen asrainst 

— B ,111 it ^7 

Mr Thompson and the Abolitionists, and the perseverance with 
which, although repeatedly foiled, he followed out his accusa- 
tions, and renewed his unfounded charges against them, resting 
them solely upon his own authority, we would be inclined to 
suspect that he had some other than his avowed " whole ob- 
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ject." Am] if, as there is some reason to believe, he had 
another object — the depreciation of Mr Thompson's character, 
and the proceedings of the Aholitionists, which were too radical 
for him — he most miserably fliiled in impeachino- the former, 
or in substitutino' his own qnack imposture, for the sovereign 
remedy proposed by Abolitionists. What his " vieivs and s?/{/~ 
f/esfions*' were, which would prevent the alienation of British 
and American Christians," wehelieve the Christians of both coun- 
tries have yet to learn; unless it were to unite in letting Slav- 
ery alone^ or in expatriating from the soil of the United States, 
as many of the Free blacks as they can. We trust, however, 
that Mr Breckinridge will live to be convinced, with many emi- 
nent men here and in America, that the Colonization theory is as 
impracticable as it is iniquitous, and that he wilL unite his talents 
with Birney, Thome, Jay, and Smith; and, like another Paul, he 
as zealous for the truth — for Abolition — as he has been against it. 
From the American papers it appears, that even his own friends 
regard the results of the Discussion as unfortunate to their views 
— he seems to have "rolled back" the cause of Colonization, if 
it still exists, and to have rolled forward the cause of Abolition. 

The result of Mr Buxton's motion relative to the Appx*en- 
ticeship System, and as an answer to the Petition from this 
city, and other places, for its abolition, was the appointment of 
a Select Committee, to inquire into what were matters of noto- 
riety to every one who took any interest in the Colonial question, 
except, perhaps, to Members of Parliament. This is a plausible 
way of decently giving the go-by to a difficult or disagreeable 
question. We know how often it was resorted to during the 
Abolition contest, to gain time ; and we fear will be resorted to 
in this case, from time to time, until the period of the Appren- 
ticeship expires. 

This Committee have only embraced Jamaica in their inquiry, 
and thus the Colonies may be divided, so as to spread over all 
the remainino^ time. The Report they have produced must be 
very imsatisfactory to the friends of the Negroes. 

The subjects examined into by the Committee were seven : — 

1. The want of reciprocity in the amount and a])plication of the penalties 
inflicted by authority of the Special Magistrates on Managers and Apprentices. 

2. The defective constitution of the tribunal for the valuation of Apprentices 
applying to purchase their freedom. 

3. The want of adequate protection to the Special Magistrates, against vexa- 
tious prosecutions. 

4. The objection against the Jamaica law, that it contains no enactment to 
regulate the distribution of the time which the Apprentice is bound tcf give 
weekly to his employer. 

5. Alleged cases of corporal punishment inflicted on female Apprentices. 

6. Objection against the present state of the law with regard to marriages, 
which only the Clergy of the Church of England can solemnize. 
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7. Present contlition ol' childioii wlio were mulei" nix yeary of age on tlic Lst 
ol' August, 1834. 

The Report is dated the IStli August, i83(>3 two years after 
the conimeuceiiBeut of this patent Stauieyian system ; and these 
matters are only then inquired into, and probably would not 
even then, had liot the sympathy of the British people for the 
Negroes, for whose freedom they had paid Twenty Millions, 
urged it on. And what is the result ? Why, a " trust/' a 
" confidence," or a " hope," variously expressed under each of 
these particulars, that the Jamaica Legislature will take meas- 
ures to remedy these evils. Alas ! we know by sad experi- 
ence, what it is to trust to a W est India Legislature to remedy 
evils, of which, not themselves, but the Negroes are the suf- 
ferers — it is to trust to a broken reed. They took measures 
very speedily to get hold of the Compensatiori. 

There is, in some persons, a propensity — whether a good or 
bad principle, we will not at present examine — sacredly to re- 
spect, and rigidly to adhere to what is law, seemingly without 
inquiring whether the law be in itself good or bad, — found- 
ed upon principles of justice or the reverse. Such persons 
are more disposed to botch, or " tinker up" the more ob- 
jectionable details of an unsound enactment, framed to serve 
a party and a purpose, rather than to investigate the princi- 
ples upon which it is based; lest finding them to be unsound, 
they should be compelled to condemn the foundation and the 
fabric, and to originate another upon the sound and perma- 
nent principles of justice and impartiality. Such seems to 
have been the character of the majority of the select Com- 
mittee, appointed to inquire into the working of the Apprentice- 
ship system in the Colonies — or peradventure, they discovered 
that the condemnation of this absurd piece of legislation, would 
involve the condemnation of themselves, as having so lately ac- 
quiesced in its construction. Be this as it may, it is obvious, 
on their own admission, and the evidence laid before them, 
that the Negroes are in the. meantime the sufferers. 

Many of the evils resulting from this confessedly defective and 
anomalous state of Society, may be traced to the complicated 
system of legislation arising out of sucli an unnatural condition, 
and the partial execution of the laws. It is vastly different in 
its consequent effects to all classes, from the simple, straight- 
forward, equitable principle adopted by Antigua and the Ber- 
mudas. 

The Colonial laws passed to give effect to the Abolition Act, 
are so vague and unsatisfactory, that in their practical effects on 
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the Appreiiticesj very mwcli depends upon the cliaractei' or par- 
tialities of tlie Special Magistrates. The latitude of construc- 
tion wliich may be given to the law is suclij that it may be 
made to sanction much oppression ; and when the Special Ma- 
gistrate is inclined to favour the Master, it is made to do so. 
This ambiguity 5 indeed, to some extent^ belongs to the Imperial 
Act itselfc The Glasgow Chronicle^ of 18th October, 1833,-^- 
remarking' on the clause to promote order and discipline, and 
for the punishment of indolence, insolence, &c., observes : — 
" That a benevolent British Parliament might not be a 
single whit behind the Trans- Atlantic Slave Legislatures, in 
this new attempt at Slave Legislation, we find it provided, that 
' proper regulations should be framed and established for the 
prevention and punishment of insolence and insubordination on 
the part of such apprenticed labourers towards their employers,' 
But we do not anywhere find it defined, what constitutes this 
crime of insolence— doubtless, a look, a word, a gesture, haughty 
carriage or demeanour. Verily, if this is not Slavery^ we know 
not what is ! The British first JReformed Parliament legislating 
against insolence ! ! " 

1st. It appears from the Report, that Lord Stanley, in a de- 
spatch on the *iOth February, 1834, noticed the want of reci- 
procity in the amount and application of the penalties incurred 
by Managers and Apprentices, and seeing that by the law the 
fines which might be imposed on the Master for injury done to 
the labourer, were to be applied to the use of the public of the 
Islahd, while the Apprentice was required to compensate the 
Master by labour for any loss he might sustain from indolence, 
neglect, or absence, he proposed that the Apprentice should be 
compensated out of the fines imposed on the Master, for any in- 
jury he might sustain from his employer. But it seems no 
such clause was introduced into the subsequent act, and Lord 
Sligo appears to have concurred w^ith the Assembly in rejecting 
such an equitable proposal. 

" The Committee had, however, no evidence submitted to 
them of practical evil having arisen from this defect, to warrant 
any further recommendation on this point." And how could 
they expect to have any ? Would Mr Burye give any such 
evidence? How many Negroes, — Apprentices, did they ex- 
amine as to this or any of the evils arising from any of the 
seven points inquired into ? But if Quashie were called before 
the honourable Committee, and told, " when you idle your time, 
or are absent when you should be at work, then you are pun- 
ished by making you work to your Master double the time you 



are absent of idle ; but vrhen your Master keeps some of yonr 
allowance from you, or punishes you €ontrciry to lawj he ^ is 
iiuecl, mul the fine paid into the public treasury. Now, Qimshiej 
wouldn't you think it better that these fin^s should belaid out 
to provide education for the Apprentices' children who were 
under six years of age on the 1st of August, 18S4?* Quashie 
would very speedily reply^ " Yes, Massa, me tink so for true— 
dat be good, Massa, for awee pickaninny." 

2d. It was clearly the intention of the British Parliament, 
that the Apprentice should have his services appraised at a fair 
valuation, at which he should be enabled to purchase his free- 
dom ; but undue and excessive valuations ha vcj in many in- 
stances occurred, from the preponderance given to the opinion 
and influence of the Colonial Magistrates over the Specials. 
This, too, has formed a topic of correspondence between^ the 
Colonial Secretary and the Governor ; and the Committee 
"confidently hope," that the Jamaica Legislature will, as bound 
in " good faith and justice," carry this recommendation into full 
effect. But have not this Committee yet discovered, that when 
good faith and justice pull a West India Legislator one way, 
and his interests another, he is Tnost likely to yield to the latter? 
And is not this a monstrous state of things, that after Great Bri- 
tain has paid Twenty Millions for their Emancipation, the poor 
Negroes should still have " to purchase their freedom ;" and, 
"in many instances, at undue and excessive valuations?" But 
the Committee confidently hope," that in "good faith and jus- 
tice," the Slave-holder will not exact such an exorbitant price. 
W e fear their confidence is misplaced. 

3d. The beneficial working of the system, and the protec- 
tion of the rights of the Apprentices, depend much upon the 
independence of the Special Magistrates in the discharge of 
their dufcy, and their protection from vexatious prosecutionji. 
The Governor being directed to bring this matter before the 
Legislature, the Committee " hope" that the measures taken 
rnay check this evil. 

4th. There are two systems prevalent in Jamaica, to regulate 
the distribution of the time, viz. 40^ hours, which the Appren- 
tice is bound to give to his employer. The one is termed the 
nine hours' system, by which the Apprentice works nine hours 
a-day for four days in the week, and four and a half on the fifth 
day ; thus having the half of P'riday, and the whole of Saturday? 
at his own disposal. The other is termed the eight hours' sys- 
tem, by which he works eight hours a-day, for four days in the 
weekj and eight and a half on the fifth ; thus having the Satur- 



day oniy, left entirely at his own disposal. The Connnittee 
have evidence that the Apprentices decidedly prefer the former 
system, as it leaves them a larger portion of time free from 
interruption; and 'Hhey hope" that this example, set hy many of 
the larger properties, will be generally followed. 

5th. The Committee instituted a strict inquiry into the alleged 
corporal punishment of females. They found that the Govern- 
ment at home and in Jamaica had been engaged on the subject, 
and that Lord Sligo had discovered — wonderful discovery of 
what every body knew ! — many instances of tliis nature, subject 
to local regulations ; but the legality of this punishraent has in 
no instance been assailed. The law, however, seemed to be 
ambiguous, but the Assembly having had their attention directed 
to the subject, distinctly recorded their opinion of the illegality 
of such pimishment; and the "Committee entertain the fullest 
confidence," that they will not fail to take measures to prevent a 
practice contrary to law, and abhorrent to the best feelings of 
our nature. But this Committee should remember, that the 
West Indians are as yet but Apprentices to these feelings. 

In connection with this subject, the Committee consider the 
working of females in chains, open to serious objection. Every 
thing should be avoided which tends to lessen self-respect, es- 
pecially in females. 

6th/ The Committee " concur in the trust" expressed by Lord 
Gienelg, in his Circular of the 5th March, 18o6, to the Colon- 
ial Governors^ that the Legislatures will promptly legalize all 
marriages already solenmized by the Missionaries? and author- 
ize them by law to solemnize such contracts in future. 

7th. An important feature in the character of the vilified 
Negroes, brought out by this Select Cominittee, is, that there 
exists a general disinclination on the part of the parents of those 
children who were under six years of age on the 1st of Aug- 
ust, 1834, and then became free, to suifer them to become Ap- 
prentices, by the parents neglecting to provide for them ; — " a 
circumstance which the Committee consider indicative of the 
just value which the Negroes attach to freedom." Who ever 
thought, and who but their interested calumniators ever said, chat 
they did not highly appreciate and desire freedom to themselves 
and their children:' Many noble instances might be adduced of 
their self-denial of many of the comforts of life, and even of 
liberty, that they might confer that highly esteemed blessing on 
their children — instances which might grace a Grecian or Ro- 
man story, or do honour even to an American white-skinned 
Republican. 
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This CommtUee, who seem to possess, in an eminent degree, 
that charity which " hopetli all things," hope that the Jamaica 
Legislatnre will speedily remedy all the evils arising from the 
present state of things ; and amongst the rest, that they will 
take measures, as they have stated their willingness to do, for 
the better encouragement of schools. But if we understand 
aright theic language en that subject, in their address to the 
Governor at the opening of the Session, — where they express 
their " regret and disappointment, that the British Parliament 
has done so little to redeem its pledge of affording efficient 
means of moral and religious instruction" to the Negroes, they 
seem inclined to shift this burden, if they can, from their own 
shoulders, and lay it upon those of the people of this country — 
a piece of prudent policy they are very prone to adopt, on ail 
occasions when expense is to be incurred. 

It may be deemed presumption in us not to acquiesce in the 
opinions of such sages in legislation, as this Select Committee ; 
but, however desirous for the results which they anticipate 
with so much confidence, we cannot so easily banish from our 
minds our experience of Jamaica legislation ; and, up to the 
present date, we are obliged to say, that whatever may be the 
language and disposition of individuals to their labourers, we 
observe in the legislative proceedings, a dogged and obstinate 
reluctance to adopt mild and equitable principles, unless when 
compelled to do so by the home Government. They are fool- 
ishly planting in the Negro bosom those seeds, which, if they 
spring not up in enmity and revenge at no very distant day, 
when they will be all free, will be restrained by better prin- 
ciples, implanted by their religious instructors, whom these 
legislators seem yet disposed to vilify, and to persecute if they 
dared. 

It is gratifying to the friends of the Negro, to find their 
anticipations regarding their character confirmed by the evi- 
dence given to this Committee. " From a general review of 
the evidence," they say, " they are warranted in expressing a 
belief, that the system of Apprenticeship in Jamaica is working 
in a manner not unfavourable to the momentous change from 
Slavery to freedom, now going on there. They find abundant 
proof of the general good conduct of the Apprentices, and of 
their willingness to work for wages, wherever they are fairly 
and considerately treated by their employers. It is indeed 
fully provedj that the labour thus voluntarily performed by the 
Negro, is more effectual than that which was performed by 
him while in a state of Slavery, or which is now given to his 
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employer (luring the period for which he is compelled to work 
as an Apprentice." 

This is important tegtimony, on a no less important subject; 
as it proves, beyond question, the habitually industrious dis- 
position already acquired by the Negro (and no wonder, under 
the training' of Slavery) from which he is unwilling to be dri- 
ven by this absurd, oppressive, and irritating system, misnamed 
Apprenticeship; and it equally proves, that however much such 
a system may eontribute, or may have been intended to eon- 
tribute, to give cheap labour to the master, under the pretence 
of training men of 30, 40, or 60 years of age, inured to labour 
from their infancy, to industrious habits ; they at least need no 
such Apprenticeship for such a purpose. It proves, moreover, 
as we all along believed, that the whole scheme is a hoax upon 
the people of this country, and a grievous oppression upon the 
Negroes; is, in fact, a needless prolongation of Slavery, to please 
some of the Slave-holders — for we believe the more respectable 
portion of them would readily abandon it. 

After the complete refutation afforded by the relation of 
such favourable circumstances, of the pretence set up for the 
Apprenticeship, as a necessary training of the Negroes in their 
passage from Slavery to Freedom, we are surprised and 
grieved to find the Committee winding up their Report, by 
saying that, " under these circumstances, they feel bound to 
express their conviction, that nothing could be more unfav- 
ourable than any occurrence which had a tendency to unsettle 
the minds of either class, with regard to the fixed determina- 
tion of the Imperial Parliament, to preserve inviolate both 
parts of the solemn engagement, by which the services of 
the Apprenticed labourer were secured to his remployer for a 
definite period, and under specified restrictions." 

What is meant here by both parts, is somewhat ambigu- 
ous. If it is meant that there are two parties to these Appren- 
ticeships — the Negroes and their Masters — as we have two 
parties here to our Apprenticeships, nothing can be farther 
from the truth; for the Negroes were never consulted in the 
matter : but the Government, or Lord Stanley, or the West 
India party in Parliaments acting as parents or sponsors for 
theniy persuaded themselves, or attempted~to persuade the Ne- 
groes and the people of this country, that they were bestowing 
upon them a great boon, by conferring upon them only a part 
of what they were entitled to, by changing, not their condi- 
tion, but the name of it, from Slaves to Apprentices. The 
Negroes know as well as any of these gentlemen, the differ- 



once ])etweeii Slavery and Appreiiticeslilp, and between tliat 
and Freedom — hence the large sums they pay to be freed from 
this hoon, and to obtaui their riglif. 

This Committee may give themselves no uneasiness about the 
minds of the majority of the masters being unsettled regarding* 
the duration of the Apprenticeship ; for they are <is determined 
as it is possible for the Imperial Parliament to be, to preserve 
it inviolate to the last day of the " definite period unless, in- 
deed, it can be made appear to them, that it will be more for 
their interest to abandon it. In the meantimej we understand 
that the Committee is about to be renewed for the present Ses- 
sion ; but, although their investigation may bring about some 
partial alleviation of the evils of the system^ yet the irritating, 
vexatious, and oppressive character of the Apprenticeship is 
so deeply interwoven in its constitution, that nothing but its 
total abolition can impart to the Negroes, that comfort, peace, 
and happiness, to which they are justly entitled. This, we fear, 
the Committee have no intention to recommend ; at any rate, 
having recorded the fixed determination of Parliament against 
it, it would appear that all we can hope from them, is merely al- 
leviation, and an impartial administration of the laws. But should 
n/iie peopio Oi tiiis couniry g*^"^''^ np tueir protegees, ( jov Wiioss 
Freedom they have paid Twenty Millions, ) to the tender mercies 
of the Planters, or their Specials ? Or to a system from which, not 
even the omnipotence of the Imperial Parliament can separate 
cruelty and injustice ? We think not — and that the people of 
this country are not only justified, but in duty bound, to demand 
the Instant and Entire Abolition of tire Apprenticeship. 

How this Select Committee could, with the noble and 
flourishing example of Antigua and the Bermudas before their 
eyes, declare that nothing could be more unfortunate than the 
abandonment of the Apprenticeship, we are at a lose to divine. 

It is to be regretted, that Antigua sufters much by the noble 
example she set in entirely freeing her Slaves : while in the 
other Colonies, they remain Apprentices. This circumstance, 
by its effects on the price of labour, operates injuriously on both 
Planters and Negroes. 

It appears, that tlie Planters in Antigua, with all their 
liberality in freeing their Negroes, have been giving them only 
sixpence sterling per day of wages, for agricultural labourers, 
and a trifle more for tradesmen ; whereas, in British Guiana, 
their wages are stated "at 140 dollars per ann."—about four 
times as much — "for a man," " 100 dollars for a woman," 
and " tradesmen, a dollar or more per day." This went on 
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quietly tor a while, but lately, the Guiana Planters have been 
desirous to hire labourers from the other Colonies ; and An- 
tigua, where they are all free^ ofters the best and almost only 
source of supply. The Antigua Planters wish, of course, to 
keep their labourers ; and tlie Guiana Planters say, that " they 
could employ 1000 emigrants per month, until 1340, when the 
demand would be increased to an indefinite extent." Thus they 
might, in a short time, drain Antigua of her 30,000 labourers ; 
and the only legal means they have of averting this evil, is by 
raising their wages. But as their soil, like many of the old 
Colonies, is much worn out, they cannot singly compete with 
the rich soil of Guiana ; and while the Apprentices are prevent- 
ed from leaving the other Colonies, Antigua or the Bermudas 
is the only open market. Were the Apprenticeship, however, 
abolished, the other Colonies would supply a share, and the 
price of labour, as influenced by other contingent circumstances, 
would soon settle down to an equable value in all the Colonies, 
In the meantime, it operates very prejudicially on Antigua. 
The labourers are seduced away by the temptation of high 
wages, but they go to work among Apprentices ; and, of course, 
by a very obvious policy, their condition cannot be allowed to 
appear better than that of the Apprentices, lest it cause dis- 
satisfaction among the latter, who have already sufficient cau^e 
to be dissatisfied. They go where they have no claim on the 
protection of the Special Magistrates, indifferent as that may 
be ; and in all their disputes with their employers or others, 
they have to depend only upon the tender mercies of the local 
Magistracy. Their employers have not even the short-lived 
interest in iheiy^ lives that they have in those of their Ap- 
prentices, thus they find out to their cost, but too late — that 
they are subjected to much oppression, and very hard labour, 
by the contracts they have made, which may be often mis- 
construed to their disadvantage. And such is the reluctance 
to let them away from Antigua, that, a few months ago, a 
vessel with emigrants, on setting out, was fired at five times 
from the fort, although regularly cleared out from the Custom 
House. Thus this absurd system works evil, and only evil, on 
all sides. 

Nor have your Committee any more agreeable report to give 
respecting the Mauritius affair. The compensation has been 
paid to those who had illegally and feloniously imported Slaves 
into this Colony; because, on a garbled and very partial state- 
ment of the facts, the Privy Council (all the Judges attending,) 
held that they had been duly registered; or, if otherwise, that 



the fkult iay not with the ownersj but with the official function- 
aries. Heuce, we have good reason to believe, that not less than 
*25,()09 Negroes are illegally tletained in bondage in that Islands 
Thus saving the trouble of thoroughly investigating the cir- 
cumstances, and instead of giving the benefit of the doubt, if any, 
to the injured party, they, with seeming indifference, continue 
the '25,000 human beings in Slavery ; and out of the pockets of 
the people of this country, reward with compensation at the 
rate of about £22 sterling a-head, those who feloniously import- 
ed them. And what makes this decision the more remarkable 
is, that about iOOO Slaves in the Grand Caymanas — a cluster 
of small islands, near and connected in the same government 
with Jamaica — have been entirely freed, although on the occa- 
sion of communicating their freedom to them, the Governor 
addressing their masters, said, " I admit that the non-registra- 
tion of these Slaves was no culpable neglect of your own, as 
the law did not prescribe the necessity of your so doing." 
The question of compensation to the Caymanians remains 
open ; but if any deserve, or are entitled to it, the?/ surely have 
a preferable claim to the Mauritians, since the?/ were not re- 
quired to register ; yet so absurd is the judgment, that those to 
whom no fault is imputed, have their Slaves freed away from 
them, and very properly so, without any compensation; where- 
as the Mauritians, against whom felony and non-compliance 
with the law is charged, get the compensation to which they 
are not entitled, and their Slaves are not freed ! ! ! 

Well may the Mauritius Planters extol our Liberal Govern- 
ment — liberal out of the people's pockets! Here is from 
£600,000 to probably near a million, given to reward felony ! ! 

To detail the progress of the Emancipation cause in America 
during the past year, would fill a volume; and although there 
has been rather a deficient supply of information by the news- 
papers devoted to the cause, yet from the mass which has reached 
us, it is difficult to select and condense into a portion of our 
lieport, a clear view of it ; so rapid and extensive has that pro- 
gress been, — not however without opposition by the General and 
State Legislatures, by Churches, by mobs, and by individuals. 
But opposition ever serves the cause—brings it into notice 
— promotes discussion ; and generally ends in making some con- 
verts, who before were opposed or neutral. 

To take up the subject then, where our last Report left it. — 
One of the most important occurrences, briefly noticed in that 
Report, was the violation of the United States' Mail, on the 30th 
July, 18cJ5, by a mob of Anti- Abolitionists, who forced open the 
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Post Oifice, took from thonce a Mail package, and burnt it in 
the public square, before 8000 citizens of Charleston. The 
City Council, in calling" a General Meorl iiao^ of the CitizenS; said, 
" Whereas a very proper excitement . :;ts in this comnuniity, 
&c/' A Committee of twenty-one was appointed to inspect in 
future, and separate the obnoxious documents; and the Post- 
master agreed to stop all such publications, as they pleased to 
call incendiary. At this meeting-, his honour the Intendant 
presided, and the Clergy of all deriominations attended in a 
body.- — In the preamble to the Resolutions they state, that they 
"have purposely abstained from any laboured argument on the 
subject of Slavery, not from any inability to sustain, on moral 
and scin'ptural grounds^ its existence and toleration as now estab- 
lished in South Carolina ; but from a deep conviction of the 
fixed resolution of the people of this State, to permit no dis- 
cussion within her limits, of iiigxits which she deems inherent 
and inseparable from the very existence of the State." 

The head of the Post Office department declared, — " The Post 
Office department was created to serve the people of each, and 
of all the United States, and not to be used as the instrument 
of their destruction. W e owe an obligation to the laws, but a 
higher one to the communities in which we live, and if the for- 
mer be perverted to destroy the latter, it is patriotism to dis- 
reg-ard them." To the Post-master at Charleston, he said — 
" Your justification must be looked for in the character of the 
papers detained, and the circumstances by which you are sur- 
rounded." And, while acknowledging its illegality, he added, 
" As a measure of great public necessity, therefore, you and the 
other Postmasters who have assumed the responsibility of stop- 
ping those inflammatory papers will, 1 have no doubt, stand 
justified in that step before your country and all mankind." 

The President, in his Message to Congress observed, " I would 
therefore call the special attention of Congress to the subject, 
and respectfully suggest the propriety of passing such a law as 
will prohibit, under severe penalties, the circulation in the South- 
ern States, through the Mail, of incendiary publications, intend- 
ed to instigate the Slaves to insurrection." 

And wdiat did a Grand Jury in Alabama, in an indictment 
against the Anti- Slavery Society's Agent, find to be an insurrec- 
tionary paragraph? Why this — That " God commands, and all 
nature cries out, th,it man should not be held as property ! The 
system of making men property has plunged 2,250,000 of our 
fellow-countrymen into the deepest physical and moral de- 
gradation ; and they are every moment sinking deeper.'' 
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An " luceudiar)^ Publication Bill" was brought into Congress, 
but was rejected by the Senate 

It is the moral discussion of Slavery that Slave-holders fear^ 
especially that going ou in the Northern States. And the point 
to be remarked in the tyrannous resolutions passed in many 
places is, that the South denies to the North all right of morally 
discussing the subject of Slavery. " She may enjoy free inter- 
course with our cities," says the American Anti-Slavery So- 
ciety, " free access to our literary institutions ; free use of the 
Mail — thousands of her citizens may come among" us to corrupt 
the minds of ours, in favour of Slavery; but we must not call 
in question the moral right of holding men as property. She 
may send among us the poisonous disquisitions of her reverend 
defenders of Slavery, Drs. Furman and Dalcho, or of Holland 
and Deubret; ive may not send back the antidotes of Mrs Child, 
of Judge Jay, of Dr. Channing, nor of her Birney, nor yet of 
her own canonized sage, Jeiferson !" 

The tyrannical demands of the South, were " cringingly and 
hypocritically" responded to at the North, by meetings of "mer- 
chants, politicians, and aristocrats," — ^for it seems there are 
"aristocrats" in this great Republic — corrupted by Southern 
trade and companionship, at Portland, Bostonj Phiiadeiphia, 
New York, and Albany. 

Happily " there is yet a mass of uncorrupted yeomanry in the 
land, the bone and muscle of the nation, which sent back no 
such craven submission." 

There was no faultering in the Abolition ranks, occasioned 
by such a formidable array of public sentiment — ^there was no 
waiting for the storm to pass over; — no — this outcry of the 
abettors of Slavery for silence, was the best possible reason for 
crying aloud and sparing not. 

The Boston Female Anti-Slavery Society, and the New 
York State Anti-Slavery Convention, both met on 21st Octo- 
ber. The Ladies, as has been already published in this country, 
were mobbed by 5000 " gentlemen of property and standing." 
These 5000 respectable and accomplished Lynchers, by brute 
force compelled the Ladies —met under deep feelings of sym- 
pathy for their own sex, degraded and abused by Slavery, to 
promote measures for their relief — to adjourn to a private house 
for greater security. The gentlevianly rabble laid violent hands 
upon Mr Garrison, who w^as writing in an adjoining room, 
stripped him of part of his clothing, dragged him through the 
streets bound with a rope— and posterity will wonder to be 
told, that the protection of the Mayor consisted in committing 
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him to prison ! Some account of the opposition given to the 
New York State Anti-Slavery Convention, which met at 
Utica, on the same day, an(l of its proceedings, was given in 
oiu' last Report. 

Never did the Church give evidence of more fearful corruption, 
nor was religion ever more dangerously perverted, than when 
learned Divines attempt to prove, from holy writ, that " might 
makes right." The past year has been fruitful in sentiments 
which tend to eternize Slavery in all its horrors, and " the foul- 
est and most malignant expressions in justification of Slaver}'^, 
or hostility to Abolitionists, have proceeded from consecrated 
expounders of God's revelation and law." 

In confirmation of the justice of these remarks, the following 
extracts from the proceedings of religious bodies in the United 
States, are presented. 

The Clergy of Richmond, Virginia, on 29th August, " 

Solved UNANIMOUSLY — 

" That the example of our Lord Jesus Christ, and his Apostles, in not inter- 
fering with the question of Slavery, but uniformly recognizing the relations of 
master and servant, and giving full and affectionate instruction to both, is 
woi'thy of the imitation of all ministers of the Gospel." 

The Synod of Virginia, at a subsequent period, unanimously 
Resolved : — 

That we consider the dogma fiercely promulgated by said Associations — 
that Slavery as it actually exists in onr Slave-holding States, is necessarily sin- 
ful, and ought to be immediately abolished ; and the conclusions which natur- 
ally flow from that dogma, as directly and palpably contrary to the plainest 
principles of common sense, and common humanity, and to the clearest 
authority of the word of God." 

The Edgefield (S. C.) Baptist Association, Resolved: — 

" That the practical (juestion of Slavery, in a country where the system has 
obtained as a part of its stated policy, is settled in the Scriptures* by Jesus 
Christ and his Apostles." 

The same Association appointed a day of fasting — not to 
undo the heavy burdens and let the oppressed go free ; but to 
entreat God — 

" To give their brethren at the North, right views of the course pursued by 
our Lord and his Apostles, on the subject of Slavery, so that they may endeav- 
our to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace." 

Surely, this is fasting, "to smite with the fist of wickedness!" 

The Ministers and Messengers of the Golien Association, at 
Free Union, Louisa Co., Va., among other resolutions, passed the 
following 

" That the Bible fully and clearly recognizes the relation of master and ser- 
vant ; that our Saviour and hi;< Apostles taiight servants their duties to their 
masters, and submission to the powers that be— the case of One.4imus, and the 
directions of the Apostles are in point." 
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The Tennessee Conference of the Metliodist Episcopal 
Church, adopted a " Report on Slavery," in which is the fol- 
lowing : — 

" Slavery is an evil which the civil authority alone can remedy. The Church 
can do nothing towards it, except to require kindness on the part of its white 
members towtird their Slaves, and fidelity towards their masters on the part of 
the Slaves. Tlie indiscriminate tratlic in Slaves, and every cruelty towards 
them is criminal, and falls under the disciplinary interdiction of our Chm'ch. 
But this is all^ as a body of Methodist Ministers, we caii do. The laws of our 
country preclude the possibility of any thing like general Emancipation." 

The Charleston Baptist Associationj in a memorial to the 
Legislature of South Carolina, say, — 

" The undersigned, would further represent, that the said Association does 
not consider that the Holy Scriptures have made the fact of Slavery a question 
of morals at all. 

" The right of masters to dispose of the time of their Slaves, has been dis- 
tinctly recognized by the Creator of all things," 

The Charleston Union Presbytery, Resolved: — 

That in the o])iniou of this Presbytery, the holding of Slaves, so far from 
being a sin in the sight of God, ib no where condemned in his !ioly word; 
and they who hold the principle, in morals and religion, that Slave-holding is 
wrong, proceed upon false principles." 

The Rev. .T. H. Thornwell and the Rev. Mr Carlisle, supported 
the following Resolutions, in Lancasterville, South Carolina : — 

" That Slavery as it exists in the South is no evil, and is consistent with the 
principles of revealed religion ; that all opposition to it arises from a misguided 
and fiendish fanaticism, which we are bound to resist. 

" That all interference with this subject by fanatics, is a violation of our 
civil and social rights — is unchristian and inhuman, leading necessarily to 
anarchy and bloodshed ; and that the instigators are murderers and assassins." 

The Rev. Rufus W. Bailey says, — 

" I love to dwell on the religious privileges and prospects of our black popu- 
lation, in contrast with their brethren, who remain free in their native deserts," 
and he professes greatly to fear that Great Britain, " in a noble endeavour to 
act nobly, has precipitated her Colonial Slaves to a deeper ruin." 

The Rev, W. M. Atkinson of Virginia, rejoices for the sake 
of the black man, as well as of the white, that the Legislators 
of that State judged rightly in not abolishing Slavery with the 
Slave-trade. This Rev. gentleman — the general agent for the 
Virginia Bible Society — in vindicating himself from the charge 
of being an Abolitionist, says, — ■ 

" My interests are identified with those of my native State. My all of pro- 
perty, which if it be but little is still my all, is vested in real estate and Slaves, 
in Virginia." 

The Rev. William S. Piumer of Virginia, in a letter highly 
commended by the Editor of the Southern Religious Telegraphy 
too long for us to quote, says, — " If Abolitionists will set the 
country in a blaze, it is but fair that they should have the first 



warming nt the fire." And ^vith tlie mild and Christian spirit 
of a Breckinridj[>'e, he says, — " Let them understand that they 
will be caught if they come among us, and they will take good 
heed to keep out of the way — none of them has any idea of 
shedding his blood in this cause ; they stand off and bark at 
men and institutions, without daring to march into their midst, 
and attack them with apostolic fearlessness;" yet this reverend 
gentleman "is from religious principles opposed to war !" He 
is regarded as one of the brightest ornaments of the Church ; 
and, professing to labour for the conversion of the whole world, 
is resolved never to lav down the lash, which makes millions of 
heathen at home ! ! 

The Rev. William J. Armstrong, one of the Secretaries of 
the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, 
glories in not being an Abolitionist, and pronounces the 
charge "false and calumnious." 

Similar sentiments have been promulgated by nearly every 
ecclesiastical body at the south, and not far behind them by a 
few such bodies at the north. Instead of standing aloof from 
Slavery, as they pretend Christ and his Apostles did, they are 
themselves shameless Slave-holders in heart; and often iu 
practice they denounce reprovers of oppression as criminals of 
the worst stamp. 

The Charleston Courier^ countenanced by sucli a phalaTix of 
reverends, says — " We hold Slavery to be neither a sin nor a 
curse, but an ordinance of providence, and a practical blessing." 

The Hartwick Synod of the Lutheran Church, on the 24th 
Sept. last, " Resolved, that the subject of Abolition of Slavery be 
indefinitely postponed." The President of the Lutheran Church, 
and the Editor of the Lutheran Observe?^ are Slave-holders. 

The Synod of Virginia, on the 7th November, passed an 
" Act on the state of the Church," in which they specify " the 
prominent causes" of the present " disturbance" in the Pres- 
byterian Church. Among other things they refer, as has 
been done by some of the same stamp quoted above, to the 
word of God, the example of the Apostles, and the rules of 
the New Testament; and to show the criminality of Aboli- 
tion doctrines and their own duty, quote 1st Tim. vi. 1 — 5. 
" Let as many servants as are under the yoke count their own 
masters worthy of all honour ; that the name of God and his 
doctrine be not blasphemed ; and they that liave believing 
masters, let them not despise them, because they are brethren; 
but rather do them service, because they are faithful and be- 
loved, partakers of the benefit. These things teach and ex- 



Iiort. If any man teach otherwise^ and consent not to ivhole- 
some words^^' &c.j &C.5 quoting the rest.........; ^'from such 

loithdraio thyself'^ Here, say they, it is as plain as words can 
make any thing-, that AhoUtion principles are wrong. Certainly 
Abolitionists teach otherwise than Paul taught, and the only 
scriptural remedy is, "from such withdraw." Th^y add, — • 

"The attempt to make Slave-holding a har to communion, or fair ministerial 
standing, is now changing the constitution of our church, and the original terms 
of communion. This we cannot permit." Therefore, the Synod solemnly af- 
firm, that the General Assembly have no right to declare that relation sinful, 
which Christ and liis apostles teach to be consistent with the most uuquestioa- 
able piety ; — and that any act which would impeach the Christian character of 
any nian, because he is a Slave-holder, would be a palpable violation of the just 
principles on which the union of our church was founded, — as well as a daring 
usurpation of the authority granted by the Lord Jesus Christ." 

The Synod conclude, "in the foregoing sentiments we are 
unanimous."-— Signed by William S. Plumer, scribe of Synod — 
the fiery, but not fighting gentleman, some of whose acts we 
noticed above. 

The Harmony Presbytery, South Carolina, on the 26th 
September, unanimously adopted the following, it is part of a 
Report on the state of the Church : — 

" Whereas, sundry i)ersons in Scotland, England, and our country, have de- 
nounced Slavery as obnoxiour^ to the laws of God ; some have presented peti- 
tions to the G eneral Assembly of our Church, and to Congress, whose object is 
to bring Slave-holders into disgrace, and to al>olish Slavery ; and whereas they 
know not what they say, nor whereof they affirm, and with this ignorance dis- 
cover a spirit of self-rigliteousness and exclusive sanctity, while they indulge in 
the most reckless denunciations of their neighbours, as false in fact as they are 
opposed to the spirit of our holy religion." 

Therefore they resolve— in short- — that as the kingdom 
of our Lord is not of this world, his Church has no right to 
alter or abolish any civil or political institution of man; nor has 
the Church in our midst, any right to interfere with Slavery; 
much less has any other Church any right to interfere in the 
premises. 

That Slavery existed from the days of those good old Slave- 
holders, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, (who are now in heaven,) 
to the time when the Apostle Paul sent a run-away Slave home 
to his master Philemon, and wrote a Christian and fraternal 
letter to this Slave-holder, which still stands in the canon of 
scripture ; and that Slavery has existed since the days of the 
Apostle, and now exists. 

That as the relation of Master and Slave is taught in scrip- 
ture, as those of parent and child, husband and wife, Slavery is 
not opposed to the will of God, and that he whose conscience 
is too tender to recognize this relation as lawful, is " righteous 
overmuch," is wise above what is written, and has subttiitted 



hh neck to the yoke of man, sacriiiced his Christian liberty of 
conscience, and lejives the infallible word of God for the fancies 
and doctrines of men. 

Thus, after having* declared that the relative duties of Master 
and Slave are taught in Scripture, they " resolve that it is a 
purely clvii relation, and, in this State, no person, or persons, 
can impair, abridge, or alter, that institution, save the legisla- 
ture, or people of South Carolina only ! !" 

Now what mighty cause set in motion this action and re- 
action between the South and the North, or rather, between 
the enemies and the slumbering friends of human nature, which 
has so far broken up the fatal delusion of American Slavery? 
The simple doctrine of the siii of Slave?'?/, and the duti/ of Imme- 
diate Emancipation, proclaimed and reiterated by the affiliated 
Anti-Slavery Societies* 

From these lamentable prostrations of principle, to the Dagon 
of Slavery, it is cheering to turn to the other side of the picture., 
and behold the host that have already mustered ; that are buck- 
ling on their armour, and preparing for the great moral strug- 
gle with these enemies of God and man. 

The Methodist clergy of the central part of New England 
have come forward in a body, animated with the spirit of the 
venerable Wesley, and openly joined the Abolitionists. 

The Presbyterian Synod of Cincinnati has censured one of 
its Presbyteries for admitting a Slave-holder to the pulpit. A 
large number of Synods, Presbyteries, Associations, Confer- 
ences, &:c., in New England, New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, 
Michigan, and Illinois, have condemned Slavery as a sin against 
God, and have insisted on the duty of Iran^ediate Emancipation. 
The Presbyterian Synod of Kentucky has adopted and pub- 
lished a Report, which unfolds the wickedness of Slavery in 
that State, and recommends the imm£diate adoption of a plan 
for idtlmate Emancipation — not a plan for Immediate Emancipa- 
tion — but we trust they are, by this time, not far from this 
omnipotent principle. 

Flancock Baptist Associationj Maine, on 7th and 8th Sept., 
expressing themselves in. concise terms, say — - 

" Tliat of all the systems of iniquity that ever cursed the world, the Slave 
system is the most abominable. It is the enslavement of the noblest vvorkman- 
shi]> of the Deity on earth — the debasement of the bodies, the imbnitement of 
the intellects, and the blotting out God's image in the souls of those who are 
clotlied with the deathless attributes of immortality. It is a daring infringement 
of human rights, an unblushing violation of all the precepts of the decalogue. 
It is, in a word, the masterpiece of Satan, involving all that is oppressive in 
tyranny, shocking in cruelty, base in robbery, degrading in ignorance, and 
loathsome inUoentiousness. ' And this foul system, existing as it does, in all its 



liurrors, in tlu.^ onv Rcj)Viblic, is oiiv nation's cryinj,^ sin, and a nijisHy liar to tiic 
universal spread ol reli/^aon ?n our cwmtry. Tlierefore, 

" {^e.solved, — I'liat the only proper venuuiy for thi.s ai)})ulliiig (;vii,is Jmrnnliafc 
Etnuiicipatiun. 

Ibat while we deprecate all phr/sical interlercncc in relation to tins suhjeel, 
it is oui' iinporion.s uiity, as patriots, ]>liilayit1iro})ists, and (Christians, to exert a 
strong moral influence*, in order to f^ive ii speedy practical develo])nient to the 
}>rinciple stated in the lirst Resolutiou. 

Resolved,— That so lon^ as any of our felloiv-creatures remain in l>ouda/j:e, 
we will not cease to pray for them, and sympathize with them, in their down- 
trodden' and degraded condition 

" Resolved, — That we, as professed followers of Christ, have no fellowsliip or 
conmnmion with those who, imder the character of Christians, continue to hold 
their fellow-men in bandage," 

The Waslungton Baptist Association at Stuben, (Me.) — 

Resolved, — That Slavery, especially as it exists in this counby, like all othei 
sins, is an evil not to he mitigated, but immediateiy abandoned. 

" Resolved, — That while it exists, it is the imperious duty of all Christians 
most fervently and perseveringly to pray that God will sustain the oppressed, 
and speedily work out for them a ])eaceable and entire deliverance. 

" Resolved, — That, as Christians, we c:an have no fellowship with those who^ 
after being duly enlightened on this subject, still advocate and practise its 
abominations, and thus defile the church of God." 

The Baptist Church in South Reading-, (M. S.) date Sept., 
25th, send to W. L. Garrison, through their chairman, a Re- 
port of their Committee on Slavery, in which they say, that 

" The spirit of the gospel of Jesus Christ and his Apostles, in no sense incul- 
cates or justifies the enslaving of our fellow-beings, but contrariwise marks it 
as a sin of the most flagrant. enormity ; classing Slave-holders in the catalogue 
of the vilest criminals, and denouncing them with the severest reprobation : 
and Resolve, that Slavery is an infraction of the natural, religious, and undeni- 
able rights of man ; — that the law of Christian kindness requires not to surfer 
sin on our brethren, but to rebuke and restore him in the spirit of meekness, 
;md not to keep silence lor fear of offending those on whom this crime is 
chargeable ; — that all jninisters and members who hold Slaves, are unworthy 
of a place in the Church of Christ, and we cannot extend to tlicm the right 
hand of fellovcship as good ministers, and worthy members ; that while we 
would cherish for them the spirit of love and prayer, we cannot commune with 
them at the table of the Lord, who died to redeem souls out of every kindred, 
and tongue, and people, and nation ; in whom the kindreds of the earth are 
blessed; and in whom there is neither .Jew nor Greek, Barbai'ian, Sythian, 
bond nor free ; that to exclude Coloured persons from an equal seat in the house 
of God, or at the communion table, on account of Colour, is Binl'ul, and ought to 
be iimnediatclp rej)ented of." 

The Primitive Methodists have also caught the ilame. At 
a Missionary meeting of that body, the following was pro- 
posed : — 

" Resolved,— That as a body of Primitive Methodists assembled for Mission- 
ary purposes, we wish solemnly to enter our i)rotest against the identity of 
Methodism with the work of Slavery." 

This was seconded by the Rev. Mr Thompson, a deputy 
from a large body of Primitive Methodists in England, and 
carried unanimously. 

In a letter of the Rev. William S. Plumer of Virginia, 
abridged and quoted above, he says he is honoured with the 
friendship of many of the Society of Friends there and in 



Pluladelpliia, yet tluifc ho does not know one of them who ;jp- 
j>ioves the course of the Abolitionists. 

This being" the testimony of a Slavc-Iwldr or an apolor/ist 
for Slavery, is not entitled to much credit. a counterpart 
to it, however, we have an " Address from Farmington, (New 
York,) Quarterly Meeting of orthodox Friends, to its members, 
on Slavery, dated ii month, 9, 1836." It is too long- to insert, 
or even to abridge. They declare the principle of its being- 
sinful to claim property in man, to be that which has, from a 
very remote period, always stimulated their body to testify 
against Slavery. They rejoice at the success of the Abolition 
cause in the British Colonies, describe the miserable condition 
of the Slaves in America, and state that more than 100,000 
are annually transported from Maryland, Virginia, and North 
Carolina, to the cotton, sugar, and rice plantations of Georgia, 
Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana; where tlie rigours of 
Slavery are so cruel as greatly to abridge the period of human 
life. If," they ask, " we are freely partaking of tlie unre- 
quited labour of Slaves, are we actively complying with the fol- 
lowing advice of our late yearly meeting?" viz. : — 

-■This irK^etiiig, ^vliile talcing au enlarged view of tliis interesting snlyect. is 
Hciisible that rniuiy of its members feel religions scruples in relation to partak- 
ing of the produce of the unrequited labour of Sla ves ; and desires that uil may 
be faithful to the requirements of duty, in their varied allotments, and means 
of usefulness." 

In conclusion, they call upon their members, agreeably to the 
doctrines and the requirements of scripture, to act upon the 
principles they profess. We trust their admonitions may ex- 
tend into the Southern States, and bring forth abundant fruit. 

A correspondent from Harris viile, Ohio, date, January 3, 
1837, says— 

" The Church is our hope in this State. The Seceders have come into the 
Anti-Slavery ranks almost en 7nusse. The Methodists have taken a decided 
stand in this region. The niajority of Baptists, I think, are with us. And 
while things are thus favourable, with truth and God ou our side, how should, 
we be defeated?" 

As it has been affirmed by our friend George Thompson, 
and but too painfully confirmed from various sources ; and still 
farther by the lamentable facts detailed above^ that the Church 
in the South is the stronghold of Slavery — so these excellent 
proceedings in difi'erent churches are not only highly gratifying 
in themselves; but, when we see the artillery of truth and 
righteousness in one portion of the church, set against the 
inventions of wickedness and oppression in the other, we can 
have no doubt which side shall have the victory. The ques- 
tion of the Membership of Shive-holders has also been agitated, 
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and will, WG trust, ultiniiitely puvgo the Churchos of tho " un- 
righteous leaveu." 

The Addison County Anti-Slavery Society, in Vermont, 
amoni>- other liesohitionsp passed the following : — 

" That the attitude assumed l>y the late (loneral Assemhly of the Presbyterian 
Church, Olid hy tlic (leueriil Conrerenco ot" the Methodist ^!l})iscopal Church, in 
their atteiu})t.s to supjn'ess thc^ truth, and to i)reveut discussion ou the Slave 
question, instead oF discouragiuif, oug'ht to excite to ^a-eater and more deter- 
mined exertions in this great cause ot civil and religious liberty, .since these 
events plainly sliow the danger and magnitude of the evil, and the importance 
of .sjicedily In-inging the requisite moral power into action to accomplish its 
destruction." 

They also condemned the violation of the Constitution, of 
the rights of the press, and the liberty of speech, by rejecting 
the petitions of the people, by the violence inflicted on Mr 
Birney and his press, and by the lawless mobs — and propose 
that a law should be passed in Ohio, making every town, 
borough, and city, liable for the property destroyed by the mobs. 

The Ohio State Anti-Slavery Society have issued a similar 
appeal to the citizens of Cincinnati, occasioned by the outrages 
committed by the mob on 3 1st July last, when they broke 
every thing to pieces in Mr Birney's printing premises, stove 
out the windows, scattered his papers and books in the street, 
and burned many of them. They next threw out his press, 
hauled it down to the river, broke it, and threw it to the 
bottom. They then proceeded to his house, breathing forth 
destruction ; but happily Mr Birney ^vas not at home. 

The printing-office of the St. Louis Ohse7^vei\ was also broken 
into by a night mob, the press upset, and the types cast into 
the street. 

An Anti-Slavery Society in connexion with the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, has been formed in Utica; Avhere, a year 
before, the Anti-Slavery Convention had been broken up. The 
Preamble and Resolutions of this Society are : — 

" Whereas, wc believe, that the holding and treating the human species a>» 
property, is a f?in agaiiist the laws; of God, uran, and nature, and hurtful to 
society, contrary to the dictates of conscience and pure religion, and doing 
wliat we would not that others should do to tis : 

" Whereas we know that millions of our species are held in this dreadful state 
by republicans and professed Christians, in this nation; and whereas we have 
no expectation that this great evil will ever be done away, mitil the example 
and testimony of the Christian church are set against it: 

" Whereas we desire to ' register [our] testimony against tlie unprincipled, 
inhuman, antichristian, and diabolical Slave-trade, with all its authors, abettors, 
and sacrilegious gains, as well as against the great devil, the father of it and 
them;' believing, as we do, that 'this equally concerns all Slave-holders, of 
whatever rank or degi'ee, seeing men-buyers are exactly on a level with men- 
•stealers:' 

Whereas, to reiterate these sentiments in another form, we ' feel [ourselves] 
culled upon to record four] solemn judgment, that the holding of human beiuir-; 



ill ii. siiiii.' of Slavery, is in (iii-ect ojjpositiiui to all tlie pviaciplefj ol" luitural 
ril'ilits, and to the lioni-^u spirit ot llie r(4i;i:ioii ol' Christ:' 

And whereas we ihul these aneieut luudniarks ol' ])ure Christianity and 
Frimitive iVlethodisnj, iu dant^er of ])eiii}^^ swejjt away by the extraordinary 
l)ruceedings of the (Jeneral C(»nferenee of the Methodist Episcopal Church at 
Cincinnati, including the sixth section of the fastoral Address by tlie Bishojjs, 
in which they exhort the nitnnhers and iVieuds . f the Methodist Episcoital 
I'hurch not simply to .stand aloof from ' niodcrti Ai)oUtionisn},' but to abstain 
from all Abolition nioveuieuts juul associationt^, and to refrain from p 
any of their publications : 

" And whereas we find tliese alarniint^ iiuu^vations upon om* principles and 
j)racticcs, as a body of Christians, and as Methodists, not only fully concurred 
in by the New York Antiuiil Conference, but followed up by a llesolution, dis- 
approving of the members of the Conference patronizing, or iu any way giving 
countenance to, a ])aper called Zion's fFntchman^ — a i)aj)er maihtaiuing the 
principles here avowed ; and also by another llesolution, declaring that '■Hone 
ought to be elected to the otRce of deacon or elder in our church, unless he give 
•ci pledge to the Conference, that he will refrain from agitating the church with 
discussions on this subject:' — 

" Therefore, determined not to ' be weary in well-doing,' but to go on, in tlie 
name of God, and in the power of His might, till even American Slavery, the 
vilest that ever saw the sun, shall vanish away before it.' " 

They then fonned .'in Anti-Slavery Society, and Resolved, 

" That we view with alarm the recent I'astoral Address, and also the letter 
preceding it, under the sigiuiture of two of oin- Bishops, and also the proceed- 
ings of the late General and of the New York Annual Conference, as an in- 
fringement upon our rights of conscience, and our liberties as Aniericans, and 
endangering the peace of our church, and consider it as a loud call upon the 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, for immediate action. 

" Therefore, we would recommend the formation of Anti-Slavery^ Societies 
in every station and circuit throughout the bomids of tlie Oneida Conference. 

" Resolved, That Ziou's fFatcliviun meets with our decided, approval, and is 
entitled to, and shall receive, our countenance and support, so long as it conti- 
nues to plead the cause of the oppressed in our land." 

Here is some wholesome doctrine for tlje Methodist Church. 

8he is likely soon to get out of the trammels of Slave-holding 

Bishops. Much of the language used in the above is that of 

the venerated .John Wesleys Dr. Adam Clarke, and Richard 

Watson. 

X 

A subject of no small isiiportance, as connected with the 
cause of Emancipation, is the intercourse betwixt the Baptist, 
Methodist, and other churches, on both sides of the Atlantic. 
The correspondence of religious bodies so numerous and re- 
spectable, especially on this all-exciting question of Slavery, is 
likely to be regarded with intense interest ; the more so, as 
those on this side are remonstrating with, and endeavouring to 
convince their Trans- xAtlantic brethren, of the cruelty, injus- 
tice, and sinfulness of their connection with Slavery, 

On the 3 1st December, 1833, the Board of Baptist Minis- 
ters in and near London, addressed an affectionate expostula- 
tion on the subject of Slavery, to their brethren of that denom- 
ination in the United States. This letter was for some time 
eitlier neglected or suppressed. But in September, 1834, 
Lucius l^olles. Corresponding Secretary of the American 
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Board, sent an evasive and apolog-etic repl^v, confessino' that, in 
the Southern States, the Baptists are '•*gcncralhj^ both IMmisters 
and People, Slave-holders." A reply to this expostiihition, 
of a very ditFerent cliaracter, was also prepared and approved 
in a convention of more than fifty Baptist Ministers in Boston, 
in May, 1835, and signed by 185 Ministers of that body, was 
forwarded to England. 

Before this time, however, viz., in October, 1834, the Eng- 
lish Baptists had sent a deputation to their brethren in the 
United States ; and in their circular of that date sayj — 

"We scud our depntation, (Drs. Cox and Hoby,) to promote, most zeal- 
ously, and to the utmost of their ability, in the spirit of love, of discretion, 
and of fidelity ; but still most zealously, to promote the sacved cause of Negro 
Emancipation." 

The English Baptist Union held its Annual Meeting in 
London, in June last, A considerable number of the Minis- 
ters and messengers urged an immediate termination of the 
correspondence with the American Baptists ; others, equally/ 
abhorrent of Slavery, pleaded that foithful. earnest, solemn re- 
monstrance should be tried ; and upon the effect must depend 
the steps to be taken. The deputation said, that the American 
Baptists had not refused to receive communications from the 
Union on the subject of Slavery, but that they (Drs. Cox and 
Hoby,) on their own responsibility, had not introduced the sub- 
ject at the American Baptist Meeting at Richmond, Virginia. 
It was ultimately agreed to try a firm and earnest appeal, and 
to suspend future proceedings on the result. All parties repro- 
bated an intercourse which would compromise their character 
as Abolitionists. The Resolution was, in substance, that the 
connection of the Union with the Baptist Churches of the 
United States, consists in a correspondence to the advantage 
of both parties, by an unfettered expression of opinion on 
Christian consistency, the advancement of religion, and the 
glory of God. 

Many regretted that the deputation had not, in America, 
publicly advocated the principles of Abolition ; but it was be- 
lieved that they had acted conscientiously in the silence they 
maintained. Even those who deemed their conduct injurious 
to the cause, gave them credit for honesty of intention; and 
the Resolution bore that, — 

" Having sent our bretliren (Drs. Cox and Hoby,) to promote, with other 
objects, the sacred cause of Negro Emancipation, we rejoice that they con- 
veyed to Ministers and Chm-cbes our abhorrence of the system of Slavery ; 
but, although assui'ed of their integrity of |)urj)ose, we regret that to attain 
denominational objects, they deemed it advisal)le to refrain from introducing 
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it in public niooiin<is, and to witlihokl IVom the Aljolitlon Soi'iety tlieir on- 
courngeiiioKi and svi])})ovt." 

In tlie fourth Resolution, the Union fr<»ely express their 
condemnation of the Skive system, and its iotluence on the 
American Churches; and earnestly entreat the Baptist Church 
in America, which contains more than GOOyOOO memhers — 
" by their sense of equity, by tlieir love of liberty, and by their 
hope of salvation, to rouse themselves to their duty, and with- 
hold no effort from the general cause of humanity and freedom, 
until the jubilee of Universal Emancipation is proclaimed.'* 

These Resolutions were accompanied by an affectionate and 
soul-stirring' appeal; but our limits preclude us from doing jus- 
tice to the former, by an attempt at abridgment ; and for the 
latter, we must refer those who wish to enjoy the high gratifi- 
cation of its perusal, to the religious publications in which they 
have severally appeared. 

The correspondence of the Wesleyan Churches on both 
sides the Atlantic, forms a no less interesting topic in the pre- 
sent agitated state of the Church on the question of Slavery, 
In the United States 600,000 members are numbered in con- 
nection with this Churchj the largest branch of which is Epis- 
copal in its government. 

In August, 1835, the British Conference sent, by the Rev. 
William Lord, an address to the Bishops of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in the United States, in which they very 
tenderly touched upon the subject of Slavery, merely as it were 
putting out their feelers. " Great scriptural principles," say 
the Conference — " are opposed to the continuance of Slavery 
in a Christian State — it is contrary to the precepts of Christian- 
ity" — and they trust " that they {their America»i brethren) have 
begun to resist and condemn this baneful system, and will be 
led to such practical steps as shall produce such a consentane- 
ous opinion, feeling, and purpose among their people, as will 
result in a rejection of Slavery, on the ground of its repugnancy 
to the laws of Christ.'' 

This is the substance, indeed almost all the Conference 
said on the subject ; yet it was like a fire-brand cast into the 
American Methodist Church. 

That church met in Conference at Cincinnati, in May 1836. 
The Rev. Mr Lord w^as introduced, and presented the address 
of the British Conference. On which, after its being read, and 
a motion to print it set aside, a Committee were appointed to 
report. Next day, Di\ Bangs, one of the Committee, pre- 
sented a report. He spoke of the " trouble Abolitionism" had 
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Diiuk'. Mr Spencer said, iho report speaks ot' tlie trouble 
Abolitionism has made us ; I tbiuk Slavery should be inserted 
instead of Abolitionism," This report was recommitted, and 
next day another was produced, which was more generally 
agreeable. 

The Rev. Mr Early of Virginia said,™ 

I.iC't the Methodist Members from Maine to Georgia come out and denounce 
Abolitionists. It was of little use foi' Southern Methodists to denounce them, 
for that is expected, and it is replied the South are Slave-holders ; but let the 
Church altogether denounce them, and it will place the Methodist Church on 
an eminence it never had before, while other Churches are divided by this ex- 
citement.'' 

The Rev. Mr Paine of Tennessee then moved to strike out 
all that part of the address which related to Slavery? which 
several supported. 

Bishop Soule satisfied Mr Paine^ that it would be best to 
retain that part. The report was then adopted. 

A memorial, signed by 151 travelling, and 49 local preach- 
err3, (200 in all,) was presented, praying for the restoration 
to their discipline, of the original rules on Slavery. Dr. 
Bangs said, he hoped the question of Slavery would have been 
kept out of General Conference ; but seeing it could not, hf 
referred it to a Committee, Mr Winnans, from Mississippi, 
agreed on account of the respectability of the memorialists ; 
but said he could get 500,000 names against its prayer. Thus 
the Abolitionists have fortified themselves with the rule of dis- 
cipline of Wesley, Clarke, Coke, and the Conference. A 
similar memorial, signed by '2,204 members, was presented by 
the Rev. Orange Scott. S. G. Rozzell of Baltimore moved, 
that a paragraph on Abolition, in order to put it down, be in- 
serted in an address to the people. O, Scott moved an amend- 
ment to add " Slavery." A resolution was next day proposed 
to condemn modern Abolitionism; and in reference to two 
brethren who had attended an Abolition meeting, it stated 
" their conduct was unjustifiable." O. Scott, who was one of 
those referred to, defended "modern Abolition," and identified 
it with the doctrines of Wesley, Clarke, Watson, the Wes- 
leyan Conference, and those formerly held by the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Bishop Soule thought the best service they 
could render the country, was to make no interference. Mr 
Scott closed, by assuring the Conference, that they might as 
well think of putting their foot on the burning mountain to 
stop its rumbling^ — turn hack the waters of the Niagara^ — or 
take up the looJers of the Mississippi in the hoUoiv of their 
hand, as to think of stopping the progirss of Aholitionism. 
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Mr Croiuior of Vir^iuiu wds iu favour of tliiat nol)ie3 bouevo- 
lent, and heaven-born institution, the ('olonization Society." 
Mr Wiimans said, Jeliovah had permitted, had reguhited Shiv- 
er v. He believed there shouki be Christians and CJu'istian 
ministers known to be Slave-hoklers extensively throughout 
the South, and Slave-holding Bishops too; for the same reason 
that you should exclude us from any office in the church, you 
should exclude us from membership in the church. Abolition 
movements are evil and only evil, always, and everywhere, and 
at all times. Wm. A. Smith said. Abolition was a political and 
moral heresy — alike against our discipline and the scriptures — 
it was carried into our class-meetings and quarterly Conferen- 
ces. Speaking of Mr O. Scott, he said, I would to God he 
were in heaven, wliere he is prepared to go." Mr J. F. 
Adams called to order, and inquired if it were admissible for 
one member to wish another member dead. No retraction 
was made, nor did the Conference require it. 120 voted to con- 
demn Abolition, 14 would not bow to the image of Slavery in 
any shape. 

The address which the Conference produced, is of a piece 
with the discussions which preceded it. They say. 

That in common with .sister-denominations, they have heen more or less 
agitated on the j)crple.ii)ig question of Neyro Slavery, They receive with re- 
spectful deference what tlieir elder hrethrevi have said on the question ; hut had 
they heen as well acquainted with tlie suhject as they, had they known the 
many difficulties arising from State Constitutions and civil compacts, aiad per- 
ceived its delicute relations to the Churchy to tlie States, and to the (Jencral 
Government, (in short, the lions in the v/ ay,) while expressing their decided 
disapprobation of the system of Slavery itself, their tone of sympathy would 
have been deeper, more pathetic. 

But they utter no condemnation of the system, nor even deno- 
minate the decided disapprobation of their British brethren just. 
They state, that of the Coloured population in the Southern and 
South-western States, they have not less than 70,000 in church 
membership. This reply w^as signed by four bishops, ( R. R, 
Koberts, Joshua Serle, Elijah Hedding, and James D. Andrev/, 
and by Thomas L. Douglass, Secretary, from Cincinnati, Ohio) 
— and sent to England by the Reva Dr. Fisk, a rank Coloniz- 
ationist; who, when leaving America, earnestly implored his 
brethren, as perhaps the last favour he might have an opportu- 
nity to request of them, to cease to agitate the church and the 
•world on the suhject. And referring to a letter of "a clergy- 
man of their church, of liigh standing," the Rev. Dr. Obin, 
president of a College in Virginia, who had stated that the agi- 
tation of the question would excite the masters to greater sever- 
ity to their Slaves, Dr. F. said, that " he hoped, prayed^ and 
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trusted, that tlie strength of piihlic tieiitiuieiit wouki put an end 
to this most thriftless and ill-timed Northern agitation^ on the 
<|uestion of Southern Shn-erj''." 

Such was the delegate sent to the British Methodist Con- 
ferenee, in August, 1836. That body, in reply, take somewhat 
higher ground than in their former address; but, considering 
the evasive character of the communication received, and the 
nature and importance of the subject, they would have been 
justified in using stronger terms of remonstrance — " it would 
not break the heads of their American brethren." 

"We regret," say the Conference, "that our former allusion 
to the subject should have occasioned you pain or embarrass-r 
ment. We claimed no right or p' ivilege but what we would 
freely yield to you : — 

" We utterly disclaim all respoiisiljility foi' any oilier kind of foreign interfer- 
ence with your views and feelings, wliicL may have been exerted from any 
other quarter' — alluding jjvobably to the interference of the Emancipation So- 
cieties of this country, through their hivilcil "foreign emissary' George Thomp- 
son. ' We considered it ouv duty to give our moral weight in support of tliose 
views which were held by our great Founder, repeatedly professed by tlie Bri- 
tish Conference, and for many years avowed in your ovvn Book of Discipline, 
and in accordance with our merciful and righteous Christianity.' ' Slavery,' 
they add, 'in itself is so obviously opposed to the immutable principles of jus- 
tice, to the inalienalile rights of man of whatever colour or condition, to the 
social and civil improvement and happiness of the human family, to the prin- 
ciples and precepts of Christianity, and to the lull accomplishment of the iiier- 
citiil designs of the gosj^el, that we cannot but consider it the duty of the 
Christian church to bear an unequivocal testimony against a system which 
involves so much sin against God, and so much oppression and wrong inflicted 
on an unoffending race of our fellow-men. 

" The British Conference expresses its {inxious and earnest hope, that our 
American brethren will feel it their duty, in union with other Christians, to 
adopt such measures as may lead to the safe and speedy Emancipation of the 
whole Slave-population of their great and interesting cotintry." 

Thus the subject of Slavery and the question of its Abolition, 
is fully introduced to the consideration of the American 
Churches. There it will be subjected to the scrutiny of the 
Ministers of Christianit}?^, and the votaries of Mammon, and 
we have no doubt, that Truth and Righteousness will prevail ; 
and that the Churches will, ere long, be delivered from the de- 
structive infection and ruinous consequences of this Beelzebub- 
Slavery; for the Spirit of Him, who is powerful to overcome 
the Prince of devils, will cast it out of His church. 

The Abolition question has also got into some of the State 
Legislatures, and into Congress, where, to the shame of this pro- 
fessedly free Republican Legislature, the petitions of the people 
on this crying abomination are, to gratify the avarice of the 
Southern Slave-holders, totally disregarded. But here too, the 
spirit of liberty, personified in the honourable John Quincv 
Adams, and, we trust, in many more noble minds, stimulated ])v 
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his oxaiople, and too a\alt<.»cll to iiioiiopoiizo to tliciiiyelves the 
inalienable rights of man, will wrestle with and overcome this 
giant evilj which threatens the ruin of the eomnionwealth. 

Abolition principles are bec()niinj4 couiujeiuliitory in candidates for the 
Represeiitution. In several districts in Vermont, Abolitionists were lately 
elected over Anti- Abolitionists. The governor of Vermont is president of an 
Auxiliary Abolition Society. Large majorities in both Houses of Legislature 
of that State lately passed resolutions, strongly asserting the right of free dis- 
cussion, and of Congress to abolish Slavery in the district of Columbia ; and 
directed these resolutions to be sent to the legislatures of the Slave-liolding 
States, in rejjly to their demand for the legislative suppression of Anti-Slavery 
Societies. 1 heir Secretary of State, who is a thorough-going Abolitionist, in 
communicating these resolutions to me says: — 'The Secretaiy of the American 
Anti-Slavery Society, 'took occasion to say, that the people of Vermont are 
now ready to receive back our magnanimous and devoted friend George Thomp- 
son, and to stand by him I' 

" The governor of Pennsylvania, in his message to the Legislature in Decem- 
ber last, openly denounced ' the base bowing of the knee to the dark spirit of 
Slavery." The tone of the Southern Governors is this year much lower." — 
Letter to one of the Secretaries of ike Glasgow Emancipation Society. 

The Glasgcic Discussion is printed at full length in the West- 
ern Presbyierian^ Louisville, State of Kentucky. Thus Mr 
Thompson is in the Slave States ! ! Thanks to the Rev. R. J. 
Breckinridge. The Discussion has, besides, gone through 
several editions in America; and one of these, furnished with 
copious notes, by William Lloyd Garrison. 

Misses Sarah and Angelina E. Grimke, from South Carolina, 
a Slave State, are lecturing to Female audiences, on the subject 
of Abolition ! ! ! 

Mr Garrison writes to Mr Thompson, of date January 
10th, 18B7:— 

In this country the Aiiti-Slavery cause is marching onward with astonish- 
ing celerity ; and it is now the all-pervading impression, both at the North and 
the Southj that ere long it is to be completely victorious. Mobs are now quite 
rare — the brutal crisis seems to have passed away — and though we meet with 
sturdy opposition in various quarters, yet we always keep the mastery. 

" The number of our Societies increases too fast for me to keep an accurate 
reckoning. It cannot be less than 800, and may amount to 1000 — and still it 
continues to auo:ment. But the strongest proof of otir growth — the most sub- 
lime manifestation of our whole-hearted determination to conquer by one de- 
cisive effort, is seen in the fact, that we have commissioned no less than 
SEVENTY Agents, to go forth and give battle to a corrupt public sentiment— all 
good men, and true — all more or less able and successful lecturers — a large 
jortion enlisted ' to serve' during the war, and otherr. for a limited period. I be- 
ieve the world has seen nothing like this, since the seventv disciples were sent 
brth by our Lord — and returned with joy, saying, ' Even the devils are subject 
to us.' Only think of it— seventy men, official Agv^nts, pleading with the peo- 
ple, night and day ! If in a cause like this, the promise is, that ' one shall chase 
a thousand, and two ^ut ten thousand to flight,' what under God may not thir-< 
sacramental liost achieve ?" 

Your Committee deem it right to notice the recent and still 
continued struggle in Mexico, between the Anglo-Ameri- 
can Settlers of Texas, and the general government of that 
country. There is abundant evidence that the chief, if not ex- 
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elusive cause of the collision, is to be hund w the iutroductioEi 
of Slaves iuto Texus, and the (letenuinatiou of the Slave-hold- 
iiig" Colonists, to establish and perpetuate the S3'steni of Slavery.^ 
and the Slave-trade, in opposition to the Mexican Constitution 
of 1824, providing- that thereafter no Slaves slionld be born or 
introduced into any portion of the Mexican States ; and to the 
decree of the 15th of September, 18*29, abolishing Slavery 
throughout the bounds of the Republic, in their revolt from 
the General Government, and their attempt to dismember the 
Mexican Republic, the Anglo-American Settlers have been 
sustained by the Land Speculators, Slave-holders, and scheming 
Politicians of the United States, who have succeeded in enlist- 
ing a large amount of effective sympathy in behalf of the Texians. 

Volunteers in considerable numbers have been induced to 
join the rebel army, and supplies of money, arms, and ammuni- 
tion, have been plentifully voted in various public meetings. 
The issue of the contest is still uncertain. The Abolitionists 
of the United States are decidedly opposed to the Texian 
war, and the annexation of the province of Texas to the United 
States, and have fully demonstrated that the triumph of the 
Texian arras, would lead to the re-establishment of Slavery, 
and the opening of a vast market for the surplus Slave popula- 
tion of the United States. 

Alas ! Republican America, with all her wealth — her coffers 
overflowing — exhibits among the nations a very unenviable 
character, in her conduct on this great moral and political ques- 
tion. She refuses to Abolish Slavery, and her internal Slave- 
trade, winks at the schemes of her citizens, for their extension — 
proscribes her Coloured population, and persecutes those who 
seek to rid her of these evils, and their consequent sinfulness. 
From fiilse pride, she refuses what all other maritime nations 
have granted, a reciprocal right of search for Slaves, on board 
of vessels carrying her flag ; — hence her star-spangled banner, 
so much her boast, affords a protection to inhuman Slave- 
traders — and yet she assumes to herself the title of the Freest 
Nation on Earth! ! ! 

We are told from very high authority, that "Pride goeth be- 
fore destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall." And we 
much fear, that such wall be the fate of America, if she repent 
not and forsake her wickedness. Our only hope is, that there 
are in her borders a precious few — the salt of the earth — who 
are striving to show her the enormity of her transgressions ; 
and these, by the blessing of God, are rapidly increasing, an 
their eff'orls proving successful. 
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The inipoi'tancc of the Colonies of Great Britain, and the 
Uiiiied States of America, and tl\eir influence npou other 
Powers in regard to the Abolition question, have induced us 
to devote a large portion of this Report to examine the eflfects of 
complete Emancipation, and of the Apprenticeship in the form- 
er and to state the progress of Abolition principles in the 
latter, Fory were Slavery entirely abolished by these two 
Powers, their example would, we doubt not, soon prevail with 
the other Governments who hold Slaves, to effect its Universal 
Extinction. 

Your Committee would rejoice could they say that there is 
a nea.;* prospect of France joining her influence vvith Great 
Britain, as an example to America ; — but although there are 
two Anti-Slavery Societies in Paris, it does not appear that the 
French people, to any extent in Paris, or at all in the provinces, 
take any such interest in the question as the British did. We 
would be glad to hear of the formation of other Abolition So- 
cieties in France; and the holding of Anti-Slavery meetings : 
and of the presentation of petitions to their Legislature from 
the different districts. 

Tiie question of maintaining or suppressing Colonial Slavery 
came on in the Chamber of Deputies, on a demand of the sum 
of £'270,000 being made for the military expenses of the 
French West India Islands. 

M. Lamartine delivered an ehiquent speech against Negro 
Slavery, and was ably supported by M. de Tracy, aji Honorarij 
Member of the Glasgoio Emancipation Societij : — 

" * You may stigmatize my proposal as revolutionary, as tcndlnj? to convul- 
fjion ',' exclaimed Lamartine, * but I insist that it is conservatism ; for tljc most 
revolutionary of all things is an abuse left to subsist ; and the strongest incen- 
tive to convulsion is an iniquity which might be amended, yet which is conse- 
crated by law.' " 

M. Lamartine proposed to indemnify the Slave proprietors 
gradually, by yearly payments. 

M. de Tracy would allow no price or compensation to he paid 
for jwoperty vested in maiUs labour and fiesli. 

M. Isambert confined himself to showing how the natural 
course of things led to Emancipation, and obviated any evil 
results. 

But we fear matters are in too unsettled a state in the French 
(government for them to enter heartily into this business. 

We have received a letter from one of the Secretaries of 
one of the Paris Abolition Societies, of which the following is a 
translation : — 
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" FRENCH SOCIETY VOll THE ABOLriTON OF SLAVERY. 

To Mr John Murray, Secretary of the Society for the Abolition of Slavery, 

Bowling Bay, Glasgow. 

" Paris, VSth March, 1837. 

"Sin, — We have received the letter which you did us the honour of writin<:j 
to us the 8th of the present month, to M. Le Comte de la Borde, and to myselt, 
in your capacity of^ Secretary for the Emancnpation Society of Glasgow,* and 
hy^which you request some information upon the progi'css of tlie question of 
Abolition in tlie French Colonies. 

" The Society has charged me with the honour of replying to you, that it is 
about to renew its efforts during the present Session of the rench Chambers, 
to obtain, either from the Chambers, or from the Ministers, a pledge to proceed 
with the Emancipation in our Colonies. But it cannot conceal from itself the 
difficulties which it has to encounter. 

" Although Slavery be repudiated by unanimous opinion, they differ upon the 
method of Abolition. Some would wish to proceed gradually, by the Emanci- 
pation of children, others by an Emancipation en masse. Others again wish to 
v/ait the result of the experiment which is proceeding in your Colonies. 

" VVe are continually meeting Avith the objection, that the cultivation of the 
Sugar Cane is rapidly diminishing, and that, with the Apprenticeship, police 
regulations will be necessary — equivalent to a kind of Slavery, and resembling 
those of the Haitian order, to enforce the habit of labour amongst the black 
population. To give much money to obtain this object? appears to be a bad 
speculation. 

" It will not have escaped your observation, tljat opinions in France are much 
divided upon the question of interior administration. The parliamentary 
struggles, and the different changes of Ministers, are proofs of it; circumstances 
are tlierefore not very favourable for taking into sjerious consideration the 
Emancipation of the Blacks. 

We do not lose courage, we reckon in our ranks honourable men of all 
political opinions, and we still expect, that after the ministerial crisis, a favour- 
able moment will occur, when the government will honour itself in the eyes of 
its contemporaries and of posterity, by the adoption of the great measure of 
Emancipation, which we are striving for. 

" We observe with pleasure that the citizens of Great Britain, after having 
voted and put into execution the bill of 1834, have not ceased to have a lively 
interest in the unfortunate population who still groan in the bonds of Slavery, 
under other goverinnents. 

"We shall receive with pleasure all the communications which you may 
have the goodness to make to us,^ upon this ituportant question ; and we pray 
you will receive the expression of our high eateem. 

" ISAMBERT, Sec." 

Your Committee are sorry that they camiot report any pro- 
gress made towards the Abolition of* Slavery, by any of the 
other Powers who hold Slaves ; but they are not without hope, 
that, to accommodate themselves to the wide-spread and daily- 
extending influence of public opinion in favour of Abolition, 
these Governments must all soon bestir themselves on this im- 
portant question. Even in Rio de Janeiro, a place into which 
Slaves innumerable are constantly and openly imported — 
and where they are openly and by force carried off from the 
possession of the authorities who have legally seized them — 
even jf/iere, exists a Society under the title of Defenders of the 
National Liberty and Independence ! So alive is this Society 
to the power of the Press, that it has already olfered a premium 
of 400 milrcis for the best treatise on tlie Slave-trade. 



ill iltiyti alsoj jui Abolition Society has lately been formed ; 
and as a proof of the lively interest they take in the Emancipa- 
tion of their fellovv-menj tliey have sent to the Treasurer of the 
American Anti- Slavery Society, two barrels of Haytian Sugar, 
and a copy of the Constitution of their Society, the preamble 
of which deserves a place here, vizo : — 

" The uuftjpeakablo indignation which the Shivery of a great luiniher of «our 
brethren, ill America and elsewliere, has excited in ns, the citizens ofHayti; 
the great pleasure we have felt in the view of the Anti-Slavery Societies formed 
in ditferent parts of the world, to bring about the enfranchisement of the Slaves ; 
the nigh and sacred principles by which these Societies are commended to us ; the 
persevering efforts of their leaders and editors ; their inexhaustible industry and 
ever unceasing zeal; all these considerations ought to make them the object of 
our eternal gratitude, and to us it specially belongs, as a free and independent 
people, courageously to embrace the cause of Justice and Uberfy^ and to second 
these liberal men, who have exposed their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred 
honours, in generously pleading for their unfortunate brethren. 

" And to justify the morality of our object, we desire to be understood, that 
we disapprove of' all forcible and violent means in favour of the Abolition of 
Slavery, and that the success which can be obtained by moral and religious 
persuasion, is that which harmonizes with our principles." 

An Anti-Slavery Society has likewise recently been formed 
in Upper Canada, in the formation of whichj if we mistake not, 
Mr James Johnston, our late esteemed Treasurer, took a part ; 
and on which occasion some excellent resolutions were passed. 

A great mass of information on the Foreign Slave-trade, 
has lately been laid before the public, in two pamphlets, one by 
the Rev. Thomas Roberts, Baptist Minister, Bristol; the other 
anonymous, but for which w^e are indebted to the pen of Robert 
Stokes, Esq., Secretary to the London Anti-Slavery Society. 

It is really almost incredible, that fMrty years after Great 
Britain and America have abolished the Slave-trade, after all 
the treaties made, and money expended for its Abolition, it 
should still be carried on to an undiminished extent, by. or 
under the protection of the flags of Powers calling themselves 
Christians ; and especially that Republican America, after hav- 
ing formally abolished the traffic in human flesh, about the 
same time with Great Britain, should yet, notwithstanding her 
high profession of religion and liberty, stand most prominently 
disgraced by throwing around it the protection of her flag, and 
thus countenance and encourage her subjects in its prosecution. 
She has positively declared, that " under no condition, in no 
form, and with no restrictions, will the United States enter in- 
to any convention or treaty, or make any combined efforts, of 
any sort or kind, with other nations, for the suppression of a 
traffic," which she has denounced as piracy, and declared those 
engaged in it to be worthy of death. 

The laws made by the several powers, ostensibly for tlie 
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suppression of this diabolical traffic, have only been productive ol 
die invention of more hideoos atrocity, to enable tlie savages 
carrying it on to avoid detection, and to pursue it with profit. 

To detail the endless variety of cruelties thus inflicted upon 
innocent unoffending human beings, by their merciless tormen- 
tors, would be to detail every species of torture that it is pos- 
sible for demons either to invent or to inflict. 

The dealers in human ilesh are far more indifferent to the 
agonies they inflict upon their victims, than are the dealers in 
pigs, cattle, or poultry, from our sister isle. These creatures 
are better accommodated in their transportation, than the poor 
unfortunate Africans. 

For the information of those, and we fear they are not few, 
who are still ignorant of the sufferings of their fellow-men, 
from the prosecution of this abominable traflic, it may be neces- 
sary to add a few facts on the authority of the British Com- 
missioners at the Havanna. 

In March, 1835, the Minerva, Spanish Polacca barque, of 
158 tons burden, with a crew of two officers, and 32 men, took 
7*25 Slaves on board in the Calabar; making in all 759 souls, 
embarked in a vessel of 158 tons; being as many persons as 
would sufficiently crowd an English line of battle ship, of "2000 
tons. In the British transport service, one ton and a-half is 
usually allowed for each man, and yet there are complaints of 
being crowded; but in this case of the Minerva, there is only 
a very small fraction more than one-fifth of a ton to each per- 
son. Of the 725 Slaves, 180 died on the passage from Cala- 
bar to Sierra Leone ; two were in a dying state on her arrival, 
and 20 more died before adjudication. 

February, 1835. The Formidable, Spanish brig, 200 tons, 
captured on 17th December previous, had 712 Slaves on board ; 
subsequent to the seizure, 304 Slaves died : of these, six threw^ 
themselves overboard, and were drowned ; 150, or thereabouts, 
died from the vessel having been struck by lightning ; from the 
shock occasioned thereby, ten dying instantly ; the remainder of 
the 304 Slaves died from bowel complaint. 

November, 1835. The Argos, Spanish brig, 100 tons, 429 
Slaves taken on hoard in the Bonny ; 55 died in the passage 
up, and one was drowned ; all in a bad state on arrival. 

May, 1835. The Marte, Spanish brig, armed with eight 
guns, and a crew of 56 men, shipped upwards of 600 Slaves at 
Loango, on the 25th February, 1835, and was captured by the 
Skipjack on 8th April, with 442 Slaves on board. On the 
19th April, 403 — all that remained alive — were landed at the 
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Hiivaiina; thus upwards? of 200, one-tlurd of their number, died 
in 47 days ! ! 

December, 1835. The Diligencia, Spanish schooner, captured 
by his Majesty's ship, Champion, shipped 210 Slaves at May- 
umba, 23st October^ 1835 ; of these only 120 remained alive 
on 12th December, when she was brought into the Havanna, 
more than half the number shipped having died in 48 days ! ! ! 

Other cases are given by Naval officers. 

The Destimida, under Portuguese colours, was detained by 
his Majesty's ship, Druid, in the first instance on suspicion 
only ; and it was not until a Lieutenant and Carpenter were 
sent on board to search, that some time after, and with much 
difficulty, they discovered 50 male Negro Slaves concealed in 
the bottom of the vessel. Five young men were extricated 
from one water butt; but the greater part had been stowed or 
forced into the small or close spaces between the water- casks 
under the false decks. 

In the La Pantica — and such cases are quite common — the 
height between the floor on which they sat, or lay in a crouch- 
ing posture, and the ceiling above them, was only 22 inches- 
two feet between is very common. The agony of the position, 
especially of the men, whose heads and necks are bent down by 
the boarding above them, may be imagined. Once so fixed, re- 
lief by motion or change of posture is unattainable. The body 
frequently stiffens into a permanent curve ; and in the streets of 
Freetown, Sierra Leone, captured Slaves are to be seen in 
every conceivable state of distortion. 

It may be expected that such horrible scenes of misery and 
cruelty would produce the most dreadful mortality. In 17 
vessels it amounts to 08 per cent — the Slaves taken on board 
being 7,057 — died before landing^ 2,683 ! 

The profits arising from this barbarous and inhuman traffic 
are such, that the trade seems on the increase. 

Lord Howard de Walden, in a despatch to the Duke of 
Wellington, dated Lisbon, 26th February, 1835, mentions a 
vessel, the Esperanca, fitted out there at great expense, and the 
profits expected from her voyage, are stated at £40,000. 

The number of Spanish Slavers condemned at the Havanna 
in the year 1835, was nine; of Slaves 2,363, nearly double the 
number of some years previous. 

But out of a mass of similar information on this painful and 
disgraceful subject, taken from Parliamentary papers, the above 
must suffice to show, that it is still carried on with undimin- 
ished vigour and cruelty— notwithstanding Great Britain has 
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paid to Spain and Portugal nearly one and a half Millions of 
Pounds sterlinffi to induce tlieni to abandon this traffic in 
human flesh. It is estimated that not less than 100,000 Ne- 
groes are annually stolen from Africa, and that of these, 10,000 
are yearly sacrificed in the vessels employed in this murderous 
trade. What satisfaction, it may well be asked, have the peo- 
ple of this country got for this immense expenditure of money? 
Or what advantage has it, or the Treaties entered into, obtained 
for the poor Negroes? Unhesitatingly we answer, none. The 
money is lost or thrown away — the Treaties are as waste paper. 
Nor will this cruel, and sinful "merchandise in Slaves and souls 
of men" cease, until Slavery itself is universally abolished. 

From the facts shortly detailed above. Abolitionists will 
perceive, that although Great Britain abolished the Slave-trade 
thirty years ago, not in word only, but in deed ; and her Co- 
lonies are not more out of that market— now that she has also 
abolished Slavery— than, they have been all that time, during 
which it has been vigorously carried on by the other principal 
European Powers, and by America ; yet that last year it has 
not been diminished in extent, or in the horrible cruelties in- 
flicted on its wretched victims, but rather increased, — we are, 
therefore, called upon to increased exertion, to the use of every 
possible means, in order to prevail upon those Powers w^ho have 
Slaves, to abolish Slavery, as the only sure and effectual method 
of abolishing the Slave-trade. 

One other topic your Committee must shortly refer to, ere 
they conclude — viz., Slavery in India. A Bill was brought 
into Parliaaxent about the same time with the West India 
Slavery Abolition Bill? to abolish Slavery in the British pos- 
sessions in India, on or before the 12th April, 1837; but, by 
a piece of jugglery, the House of Lords (as usual with every 
good measure) threw out the Bill; wisely judging, that the 
East India Nabobs must have Slaves to wait upon their High 
Mightinesses. 

Slavery in British India assumes the appearance of various 
degrees of rigour ; but although reported to be seldom or never 
met with so severe as it was in the West Indies, still it is 
doubtless " a bitter draught," and equally demands that its 
unfortunate victims be released from their degrading servitude 
— degrading both to mind and body. The Slaves in India are not 
Africans, but in general natives ; and it is computed that there 
are in the British territories in the East, nearly TEN MIL- 
LIONS of human beings, who are deprived of their natural 
right to dispose of their own labour. And there are, of 



course, many in otlier parts of India, whose condition would be 
affected by the Emancipation of those in the British possessions. 

Having' now looked at the principal features of this subject, 
font not exhausted it; yet having, we presume, brought forward 
enough to show the progress which has been made in the great 
cause of Abolition, the present state of the question, and the 
immense work which yet lies before us ; it will be seen, how- 
ever strange it may appear, that comparatively little, in fact, 
has yet been done, as regards the Abolition of Slavery and the 
Slave-trade. What has been accomplished, may be summed 
up in few words: — Great Britain, and she alone in reality, has, 
bona Jide^ abolished the Slave-trade. For, since America pro- 
tects it by her flag, her Abolition must be regarded as merely 
nominal. Great Britain has also Emancipated her Slaves, 
800,000 in number. But there are still Five Millions of 
Africans, or their descendants, held in Slavery by nations 
denominated Christian; — half of these by the United States 
of America; besides Half a Million there nominally free, but 
in political and social Slavery, because of a complexion pro- 
scribed by prejudice ; while in India there are, as above stat- 
ed, Ten Millions of Slaves in the British territories, and 
perhaps as many more throughout the other parts of that con- 
tinent. 

What a mass of human misery, wretchedness, and woe — 
what an amount of crime and wickedness — do we here contem- 
plate ! What griefs! what agonies! what heart-rendings ! — 
what separations of the nearest and dearest ties of relationship 
and affection! — what stripes! what cruelties! what tortures! 
what murders! — What mind can contemplate the amount? 
And what Christian^ contemplating such an immense accumu- 
lation of affliction and of sin, does not feel his sympathies en- 
listed on the side of suffering humanity, and his sense of duty 
urging him to exertion — to exertion at once for the elevation 
of his degraded and down- trodden brethren, and the rescue 
from an awful fwture retribution, of their inhuman and seemingly 
relentless oppressors ? 

On a review of the result of their past efforts, your Com- 
mittee feel that they have abundant cause to " thank God and 
take courage." In particular, they rejoice in the response so 
readily and so generally given by the friends of Emancipation, 
to the call made upon them last year, to remonstrate with the 
Christians of America upon the sin of Slave-holding. Tlie 
amount of pecuniary support remitted them from various quar- 
ters, demands tlie grateful thanks of the Committee ; — the li- 



berality of thfi lovers of Universal freedom during- the past 
year^ having nearly doubled the Society's revenue. The Com- 
mittee have in consequence, been enabled, widely to diffuse 
information regarding the object of the Society, and the pro- 
gress of the Abolition canse. This has, in almost every in- 
stance, prepared the way for the cordial reception of our 
Bnti^'ing Agent, Mr Thompson, in the different towns he has 
visited. Your Committee intend to request that Gentleman 
to renew his engagement with them ; and they have sincere 
pleasure in introducing here, to the special notice of the friends 
of Emancipation, the following selection of testimonies from 
societies, as well as from distinguished individuals in America, 
to the value of Mr Thompson's exertions in furthering the 
Abolition cause in the United States, In the arrangement of 
these, regard has been had to the order of time ; — the latest 
date being the 10th January last. 

The Fourth Annual Report of the Massachusetts Anti- 
Slavery Society, after noticing, in commendatory terms, the 
labours of various agents in the United States — in reference 
to Mr Thompson, says: — 

Thougli necessarily confined to the statistics of Massacliasetts alone, we 
may not tlius excuse ottrselves from making' special mention of tbe services of 
one., now we trust breathing again the air of his native land, whence he came 
to this country at the invitation of this Society, to raise his voice of strength, 
and exert his various and surpassing talents, for the relief of suffering men. 
Mr Thompson has been the chief speaker among many who have spoken well, 
and has laboured more abundantly than any of those, who have abounded most 
in this work of the Lord. He has laboured with us, and for us, in a manner and 
a measure that have given an impulse to the Anti-Slavery cause, which will be 
felt to the last. It flows and will keep flowing on. He poured himself out like 
water ; and the wonder of all who heard him was, that his stream of facts and 
arguments, and illustrations, and appeals, seemed to be never diminished, but 
still gushed forth as from a fountain, ever full and overflowing. He performed, 
while Jiere, an amount of service, as we have elsewhere said, the narrative of 
which would be regarded by many as an incredible tale. The remembrance of 
his energy, zeal, and alacrity, in the v/ork he was sent to do, will never be ef- 
faced ; and we hope it will incite us to constantly increasing diligeni'e. He 
came to us as highly commended as he could be, by the Christian Philanthro- 
pists of England, and he returns to them with our united testimony, that he has 
amply redeemed the pledges they gave us. He has shown himself to be thor- 
oughly furnished for his office. And he has hi no case compromised the Chris- 
tian character of his mission. We cannot find words to express our shame for 
the ineffable meanness of his opposers, who, unable to answer his arguments, or 
to withstand his appeals, were eager to drive the highly-gifted philanthropist 
from the country, by insult, calumny, and violent assaults upon his person. 
They have effected their purpose. But we weep rather for them than for him.'' 

We give another extract from the same Report, p. 61. 
"The Rev. Orange Scott introduced the following Resolution, 
which was adopted unanimously : — 

" Resolved^~-lL\vd.i we mark with grateful reverence the example set l.iefore uj^ 
by the Philanthropists of Britain, respecting the Abolition of Slavery, and re- 
port to them, with hearts deeply penetrated, the faithfulness and success of the 
noble spirits (George Thompson and Charles Stuart) they have sent to our aid ; 
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and that in viow of tliis entire awakened country, rou-sed by George Thomjison 
to n knowledge of its dierished ennuty to Emancipation, we owe to him, and 
those who jf^a anted his aid to our request, to be more and more faitliful to the 
cause to which he sacrificed all his ])ersonal interests at the Suijsard of his life.'' 

From the Second Annual Report of the American Anti- 
Slavery Society^ P^g"^ ^'^^ ' — 

"In thif) connection the Committee would not forget to unmtion the services 
of those noble-hearted and devoted men, Charles Stuart and George Thompson. 
Tlie former has, during the year, given his time, and more than his time, gra- 
tuitously to this cause. The latter, while he remained with us, laboured most 
abmidantly, and gained multitudes of converts. With the utmost fearlessness 
and good temper, he met a storm of meoji and malignant opposition, such as 
few hav^e encountered since the days of the Apostles, and such as nothing but 
the truth and faithfulness of an Apostle could have called forth. He counted 
not his life dear to hintij in the cause of the oppressed, 7ior tvould any peril have 
induced him to re-cross the Atlantic^ hut for the urgent advice of his friends, 
who were unwilling that a martyr for American liberty, should be any other 
than an American citizen. They would fain spare their coimlry the shame of 
staining her soil with the blood of the representative of her best friends in the 
old world — a man whom the noblest philanthropists of Europe delight to honoui*. 
If his traducers among us have any portion of self-v^spect remaining, they will 
be taught a lesson, by the enthusiasm with which George Thompson has been 
received by all whose favour is worth having, in his native land. They will have 
reason to repent the violence which interrupted Mr Thompson's labours here, 
for his voice will he more terrihle to oppressors than ever, when it comes across the 
Atlantic, backed by the loud acclaim of that noble army of philanthropists who 
/mocked the fetters from eight hundred thousand British Slaves, 

-- Our brothers, Stuari and Thompsou, are a ccus^d of being foreigners, as if it 
was a crime for a foreigner, while submitting himself to our laws, openly to 
discuss with us, in our own halls and churches, the propriety of our institutions ! 
Is our republicanism a thing that fears open discussion ? Such, we at least, 
have never understood it to be — much less our sins against republicanism ; and 
among the last rights w^e shall be disposed to yield to the spirit of Slavery, is 
the right to welcome and listen to such forei^ers as George Thompson, nor 
ivill we cease our efforts to overthrow the spirit inat persecuted, him, till lie shall be 
welcomed back, to share with us the triumph of those principles xvhich he nobly 
jeoparded life to promulgate, 

From tlie Report of the 'Neio York State Society : — 

"When George Thompson, the Lafayette of our bloodless and lawful re- 
volution, was driven by persecution, about a year ago, from our shores, what 
Abolitionist was there who did not feel that providence a chastisement, and 
])rostrate himself in the dust with the inquiry — ' Lord ! why is it thus with us ?' 
'.I'he humiliation and the inquiry were appropriate and salutary. J5ut who does 
wot now see, that George Thompson has been doing more for us in Europe than 
he could have done for us in America ? The Great Master Builder knew in 
what part of his rising edifice his services loere most needed. False brethren 
were mining for our overthrow in the affectioKs of our British fellow-labourers. 
False glosses upon American despotism and its apologists, veere industi'iously 
exported by the interested ti*affickers in 'Slaves and souls of men.' George 
Thomnson'was needed in England : and yet what could he have done there, 
without a, Breckinridge to accept his challenge, and to demonstrate by the 
gigantic but vain efforts of his splendid genius and talents, the righteousness 
of the cause that, in the eyes of all Europe, so signally crushedMrn. ?" 

Extracts of Letters addressed to Mr Thompson : — 
From the Rev. H. WniGHx. 

Your labours among us did much to bring these proud and most unjust and 
oppressive tyrannical republicans, to regard ihcir coloured countryman as a man 
and a brother. * « * * Let the first question to a citizen of this free Re- 
publican nation of tyrants, us he lands on your shore, whether he be a minister 
of religion, or of State — whether merchant or yeoman, — be., arc youi an AhoU- 
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tiunisi / .And il" you fiud he is not, let every word you nay to liim, imd every 
token of friendship or hospitality,, be to hiiH a reproof", and ii call to repentant;e. 

that you ar^^ aiding? iis in aiding by God s help to envelope your island 
in an atmo.sjHiere in winch an American tyrant, and the abettors of tyrants, 
cannot breathe." 

From William Lloyd Garrison. 

" Thanks, a thousand thanks, to the Christians of Great Britain for what 
they have done, are doing, and mean to do, respecting American Slavery. They 
are putting their lips to the trump of God, and pouring upon the free winds a 
thunder-tone of remonstrance, which the strong voice ot the stormy Atlantic 
camiot drown. It is breaking upon the er.r of tlie American Churcli, like the 
voice of the Almighty ; and 0 ! may it not be heard in vain. * « » * //-^^ 
shall need the combined efforts of Chvistians of all denominations^ amon^ yon^ 
— let them all jnove onward together, for Slavery is preying upon the vitals of 
our religion — filling our Churches with innocent blood^ and vindicating its 
divine authority and benevolence from our pulpits. » * ■» » The Christians 
of Great Britain cannot send over their remonstrances and entreaties to us 
without producing a. salutary effect. We may chafe, and vituperate, and roar, 
for a time, but our pride and our self-esteem, must finally succumb to the popu- 
lar sentiment of Christendom. Bad as we are, we cannot afford to lose our 
character ; and if it be made clearly manifest to us, that we must either give 
up our Slavery, or lose our character as Christians, we shall ultimately aban- 
don Slavery. Therefore, let the Christians among you, of all denominations, 
renew their expostulations with us. Oh, let them be faithful! Softness of 
speech will not answer ; we are dead in trespasses and sins, and to whisper in 
our ears, is to w-aste breath. To us mxist be addressed the language of Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, for we are more hardened in our iniquity than were the 
stubborn Jews." 

From Le^vis Tappan. 

" The ministers of the gospel in Great Britain, of all denominations, must 
press the Anti-Slavery Cause on the consciences and hearts of Christians in this 
country, and continue to urge it imtil they feel that the religious community in 
Great Britain, consider Slave-holding an enormous wickedness, from which the 
Church of Jesus Christ must be purged. This great service the Christians in 
Great Britain can under God perform, on behalf of my guilty country. Let 
them do it fearlessly, and boldly, and perseveringly. Let them urge it upon 
Christians here, as our de voted Christians urge upon foreign heathen, the claims 
of the gospel. ' <» * * Let the ministers oi Great Britain refuse distribut- 
ing the sacred elements to ministers or laymen of the United States, who hold 
Slaves, let the boards of benevolent institutions refuse to invite Slave-holders 
to give addresses at auniversaries, and. pour forth your remonstrances unspar- 
ingly to those who oppose Immediate Emancipation. 

-' Let your Poets, Reviewers, Sermonisers, Pamphleteers, Letter- writers, and 
Artists, one and all, pourtray the hideous vice of the sin of Slavery — of Ameri- 
can Slavery ; and tell the world their views of the system, until Englisli litera- 
ture is saturated with the principle of human rights' 

" Great Britain has still a mighty work to pertbnn in the moral regeneration 
of the world. Let your great nation be the moral Emancipator of the human 
race, soul, and body. I once hoped this great honour would, by the blessing of 
God, have devolved upon my own beloved land, but now past events admonish 
me that the hope of the Slave, and the friends of the Slave, is in Great Britain." 

From David Lee Child — the husband of the celebrated Mrs Child. 

" Do uot regret your coming. I believe I said when we received you, that 
your arrival was equal to ten years' progress of the Cause. I have not altered 
that opinion." 

From William Lloyd Garrison. 

" O ray beloved friend ! my heart heaves like the ocean when I think of you 
and yours — of your labours here — of your timely and triumphant efforts in Eng- 
land and Scotland — of all that appertains to our glorious cause, in which you 

are so deeply interest«3d All eyes here are watching your movements in 

your noble country, and a great multitude are daily giving thanks to God for 
yom* success." 
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From John Grk^nleaf Whii iikk — the Quaker Poet. 

Already we feel tlic* strong tide of English tiyaii)at.liy beiiriajj;- us onward. 
The enemies of Liberty feel axid dread it. Go on^ and may God bless thee." 

From Davio Lek CHun). 

" Your labom-s at home are doin<? more good to America, and to man, than 
you could possibly do anywhere else. Our enemies did a ffood thing, and lielped 
a good cause, in the only way in which bad men ever lielp such a cause, by 
using: wicked aud violent means to injiu'c it. I thank them for putting you 
into the position ivhere your guns tvill bear upon them best." 

We conclude these attestations to the efficiency of Mr 
Thompson's past and present services as our Agent, by the fol- 
lowing- brief quotation from the admirable and heart-stirring 
« AppeaV'' of Miss Grimke : — 

"'I will now sa;^ a few words ou (jeorge Thompson's mission to this country. 
Thia philanthropist was accused of being a foreign emissary. Were Lafay- 
ette, and Steuben, aud J)e Kalb, foreign emissaries, when tliey came over to 
America to fight against the tories, who prefcn-ed submitting to what was 
termed ' the yoke of servitude,' rather than bursting the fetters which bound 
them to the mother country ? They came with carnal xveapons^ to engage in 
bloody conflict against American citizens, and yet, where do their names stand 
on the page of History. Among the honourable, or the low ? Thompson came 
here to war against the giant sin of Slavery, not with the sword and the pistol, 
but with the sraooth stones of oratory, taken from the pure waters of the river 
of Truth. His splendid talents and' commanding eloqxu^nce rendered him a 
powerful coadjutor in the Anti-Slavery cause, and in order to neutralize the 
effects of these upon his auditors, and rob the poor Slave of the benefits of his 
labours, his character was defamed, his life was sought, aud be at last driven 
from our Republic, as a fugitive. But was Thompson disgraced by all this mean 
and contemptible and wicked chicanery and malice? ISIo more than was Paul, 
when in consequence of a vision he had seen at Troas, he went over to Mace- 
donia to help the Christians there, and was beaten aud imprisoned, because he 
cast out a spirit of divination from a young damsel, which had brought much 
gain to her masters. Paul was as much 2b foreign emissary in the Roman colony 
of Philippi, as George Thoin}>son was in America, and it was because he was a 
and taught customs it was not lawful for them to receive or observe, being 
Romans, that the Apostle was thiis treated. 

What have the foes of freedom in this land gained by the expulsion of 
George Thompson from these shores ? Look at him now pouring the thunder- 
ing strains of his eloquence upon crowded audiences in Great Britain, and see 
in this a triumphant vindication of his character. The Slave-holder, and his 
obsequious apologist, have gained nothing by all their violence and falsehood. 
No ! the stone which struck Goliath of Gath, had already been thrown from the 
sling. The giant of Slavery who had so proudly defied the armies of the living 
God, had received his death-blow before he left our shores. But what is George 
Thompson doing there ? Is he not now labourrng as effectually to abolish 
American Slavery as though he trod our own soil, and lectured to New York 
or Boston assemblies ? Wriat is he doing, but constructing a stupendous dam, 
which will turn the overwhelming tide of public opinion over the wheels of that 
machinery which Abolitionists are working here. He is now lecturing to Bri- 
io7is on American Slavery^ to the .subjects of a King., on the abject condition of the 
Slaves of a Republic ! He is telling them of that mighty confederacy of petty 
tyrants, which extends over thirteen States of our Union. He is telling them 
of the munificent rewards offered by; Slave-holders, for the heads of the most 
distinguished advocates for freedom in this country. He is moving the British 
Churclies to send out to the Churches of America, the most solemn appeals, 
reproving, rebuking, and exhorting them, with all long-suffering and patience, 
to abandon the sin of Slavery immediately." 

* This work s'nould be in the hands of every Abolitionist. The introduction from the pen of 
Mr Thompson, is worth all the price of the pamphlet. But the '* Appeal" itself is invaluable. 
Miss G. completely overthrows the argument attempted to be drawn from Scripture in defence 
or palliation of the sin of Slave-holding. Five Hundred copies of the " Appeal,^' have, we 
unnerstand, been sold by the Ladies' Committee, within a few weeks. 
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Prompted, then, by the oncourageoient of success, aiinii.iliitt'd 
by opposition, and impelled by an almost irresistible conviction 
of sacred duty— to obey winch necessity is laid upon them; 
yea, woe is unto them if they obey it not — yo'.ir Committee 
will, they must persevere, in the strength of God, in this cause 
of humanity and religion, until Slavery, the Slave-trade, and 
all their innumerable crimes and evils, and the sinful prejudice 
against men on account of the complexion God has given them, 
shall be swept from the face of the whole earth, as bting 
opposed to the religion of Him who has said, " Whatsoever 
ye would that men should do unto you, do ye even so to them." 

In accomplishing this desirable end, we look for and invite 
the co-operation of Christians of every denomination, and of 
the lovers and admirers of liberty. We would regard it as 
superfluous to use any arguments with the followers of Christ 
— of Him who went about continually doing good to the 
bodies and souls of men — of Him^ vv ho, by the parable of the 
good Samaritan, and by many other excellent precepts, urged 
his disciples to acts of humanity and love — of Him who said, 
that even a cup of cold water given to one of these little ones, 
shall not lose its reward — to such who have imbibed His spirit, 
it is only necessary to point out the appropriate objects of 
sympathy, and their hearts will at once respond to the call of 
humanity and religion. 

To men of the world we need not appeal ; they are, in gen- 
eral, too much occupied with their own little world to care for 
Negro Slaves. But to Christians of every denomination, we 
do appeal, in behalf of the Slave, of whatsoever complexion, in 
the name of the God of the Slave, theirs and ours, and we do 
entreat them to co-operate with us in loosing the bands of the 
oppressed. 

" All men are born by nature — free, 
All rightful heirs to liberty ! 
Where'er his home, he is our brother, 
In spite oi language, caste, or colour^ 
And should enjoy, unshackled — free, 
The grateful sweets of Liberty !" 

The work may appear to be immense — and doubtless it is — 
so is the conversion of the heathen — but what Christian would 
regard that otherwise than as an additional stimulus to more 
strenuous and ceaseless exertion ? 

If we expect and pray for the universal spread of the 
gospel, we should also expect and pray for the universal ex- 
tinction of Slavery ; for the gospel of Christ cannot have free 

H 



58 



course, and be gloriiiodj iu the hearts oi' those wlio continue 
to keep their feliow-men — their fellow-Christians, it may be, 
and often is the case — in cruel and soul-debasing bondage. 
Were they heathen who held their fellow-men in Slavery, tiie 
case would be somewhat different. We would have first to 
endeavour to Christianize the oppressors, ere we could hope to 
prevail on them to liberate their captives. But the Govern- 
ments with whom we have to do in this matter profess to be 
Christians; and our main hope lies in this, that America, as a 
nation, stands high in Christian profession, althougli slie holds in 
Slavery more than all the other powers put together. There may, 
indeed, be much hypocrisy in her profession, and many may be 
grossly blinded by their interests, and prejudices, and habits ; but, 
judging from the number of her Bible, Missionary, and other 
religious Societies, there must, in her Churches, be much real 
Christianity — very many excellent men, and women too — and 
of this we are assured by their self-denying devotedness to the 
cause of the oppressed, through good and through bad report, 
through persecution and every obloquy. 

These are as the " little leaven," which, by and by will, we 
trust, ieaven the whole lump of American Society; and when 
the religious portion of the people of the United States combine 
to demand the Emancipation of the two and a half Millions of 
Slaves in their territories, not all the Jacksons and Van Burens 
among them, and all their adherents put together, will be able 
to stem the torrent of Abolition. Then will America be deli- 
vered from the danger which threatens her disunion and des- 
truction — then will she rise to that high station of honour and 
power among the nations, to which, i^hen purified from the 
ibul stain of Slavery on her skirts, hut not until flien^ she will be 
entitled,— and then will be fully realized, that glorious union 
anticipated in our title-page, " Britain and America United 
iu the Cause of Universal Freedom." This Union will triumph 
over every opposition, and Slavery and the Slave-trade will be 
banished from the earth, never more to pollute the habitation 
of maBc 




I rocvediiigs at the Third ^hmual Meeting of the Glasgow Emancipation Sociktv, 
held in the Rev. IVilliam Anderson's Chapel^ John Street^ on the evening of 
Monday ^the VdthMarch^ 1837; and on JVcdncsdim evening^the loth, by mifourn- 
ment^ in the Rev. Dr. /Fardlcao's Chapel, /Fest George Street. 

The Annual Meeting? of this Society was held on Monday evening, in the Rev. 
William Anderson's Chnrdn John Street. 

A considerable number of clergymen, of various denominations, belonging to 
the City, and from Paisley, Greenock, Dumbarton, &c., were ui)on the platform 
with the Committee ; and among the latter, was Mr George Thompson, whose 
entrance was loudly cheered. 

Mr Walter Buchanan aioved, that in the absence ofthe venerable President 
of the Society— Robert Graharae, Esq., of Whitchill— the Rev. Dr. Heugh be 
called to the chair.— (Cheers.) 

Dr. Heitgh, on taking the chair, said the meeting was already aware of the 
object contemplated the Society. It was, in one word, the Universal and 
perpetual Abolition ot Slavery.— (Great cheering.) Who could estimate the 
evil, physical and moral, which Slavery produced ? And might it not be sup- 
posed that every freeman, above all, every Christian, woiild unite his efibrts to 
banish it froin the face of the earth. Some, no doubt, pretended that Slavery 
could be justified from Scripture ; but not a greater stigma than tliia could be 
thrown upon Christianity. Clirist and Belial were not more directly opposed 
to each other, than were Christianity and Slavery.— (Cheers.) AVhere Slavery 
prevails, Christianity recedes ; where Christianity prevails, Slavery dies. Others 
attempted to damp the ardour of the fi-iends of Emancipation, by representing 
their object as Utopian. How, it had been asked, was Slaveiy to be nut down, 
when so many and such powerful interests were involved in its support ? It 
surely was not too much to ask them to do all they could, to accomplish so de- 
sirable an end. It was surely much better to make the attempt, even at the risk 
ot being worsted, than to do nothing at all.— (Cheers. ) They would hear tVom 
an Abstract of the Report, which the Secretary would now read, that a great 
deal more had been done in furthering the cause, than, at the commencement of 
the Society's efforts, could have been reasonably anticipated. There was on 
that platform, one whom they all delighted to honour (Loud cheers) ; one who, 
not only by his eloquence, but by his moral courage, avx\ his noble unquench- 
able zeal, advocated, with an energy never surpassed, the cause ofthe oi)pressed 
—who would that night give them tidip;vs from a far coimtry, from that land 
which might be called the land of his trials, his struggles, and also of his triumphs 
— and would tell them of what had been done, and was about to be done there, 
for the peaceftil and everlasting destruction of Slavery.— (Great applause.) 

Mr John Murray, one ofthe Secretaries, then read an Abstract ofthe Third 
Annual Report. It congratulated the friends of Universal Emancipation on the 
success which had attended their efforts during the past year. Meetings had 
been held, and Socities formed, in many of the great towns of tlie Empire, 
through the indefatigable exertions of their agent, Mr Thompson.— (Applause.) 
Petitions, nmnerously signed, had been presented to Parliament, relative to the 
Apprenticeship system in the West Indies, and to the fraud practiced upon the 
people of Great Britain, by which the Planters ofthe Mauritius obtained a por- 
tion ofthe Compensation timd for unregistered Slaves ; in other words, by wiiich 
these parties were rewarded for the perpetration of Felony, The Report com- 
plained of the course pursued by the Committee of the "House of Commons', 
appointed to investigate the working of the Apprenticeship system. While the 
evils attending it were urgent, that Committee had adopted a line of investiga- 
tion which, it w^as feared, could lead to no conclusion till the terra of Appren 
ticeship shall have expired. The progress making by the Abolitionists of 
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America, was udvertcd to in terms of coiirjvatuliition. The brutal crisis which 
had disf^'aced that country was now pfissed away ; mobs were rare ; and Aboli- 
tion Societies increasing in every direction. Eit^hthmidredor athousand of these 
had sprung into existence, employing not fewer than seventy agents, some of 
whom were enlisted " daring tlie war others only for a limited period. The 
intelligence contained in the Report, gave rise to a pleasing seiisation throwgh- 
otit the meeting. 

Rev. Alexander Hauvey, Calton, moved the adoption of the motion — that 
the Report, an abstract of which has now been read, be printed and circulated 
under the direction of the Committee. He spoke to the following effect: — 

Mr Chairman, — f rise with much pleasure to propose the adoption of the 
motion which I have just read. The Report is clear, interesting, and contains 
a mass of important infonnation. It consists chiefly of facts, which are the 
appropriate materials of such a document. Reasonings are here in a great 
measure out of place. It details not only the transactions of this Society, but of 
the great and glorious cawse in which we have embarked — that of universal 
freedom. It is cheering to leam that this cause has advanced so rapidly during 
the past year, and is attracting so large a share of ptsblic attention. It is indeed 
melancholy to reflect on the extent to which Slavery and op])ression still exist 
on the face of our^lobe ; and that not only in Pagan and barbajous nations, but 
even among Christian communities. Having exerted ourselves with some success, 
though not to the extent we could have wished, to banish the demon of Slavery 
from the British dominions, we next tui'ned our attention to the condition of the 
Slave in Chrisiian Reptiblican America. And why did we direct our efforts so early 
to that country, and use such means as a free and enlightened people may employ 
with another people equally free and enlightened, to wipe away the plague-spot 
which is sapping their strength, and staining their otherwise fair and honoured 
name ? It is because we love America next to our native land ; and wish to 
see lier happy, glorious, and tnily free. (Cheers.) We know there are thousands 
in that land of Bibles and Churches, who thank us most cordially for the interest 
we take in their welfare ; and feel that we have only acted towards them a 
brotherly part, thougli there are, we regret to say, a still larger number who 
censure us for what they style our rash and insolent interference. We are 
conscious that our motives are pure, our intentions friendly, and our object 
philanthropic. And were the Americans generally aware that those who are 
exerting themselve^s in this country, to increase her fame and moral influence 
among the nations, and ameliorate the condition of millions of her degraded 
population, are those who hate tyi'anny in every form, who are stniggling at 
home for equal religious and civil rights for all, and who would fondly point to 
America, as a glorious example of what universal and unrestricted freedom 
can achieve for a people, we are certain they would take our remonstrances 
in good part, and not spurn away our proffered aid. But in whatever light our 
efforts in the cause of humanity may bo regarded by Americans, we are bound 
to proceed in the proseco.tion of the work which we have begun. (Cheers.) 
Oceans may separate one nation from another, and civil government may 
modify the laws and institutions of each, but still there are a community of in- 
terests and reciprocal duties which neither the power nor the legislation of man 
can annihilate. (Great cheering.) The diilerent tribes of man form but one 
great family under the moral government of their common Father ; and although 
He has made its members to differ in the complexion of their skiii, the form of 
their features, and the texture of their hair, He has given them one spiritual and 
immortal nature by which they become equally allied to Himself, and responsible 
to Him for the manner in which they act towards each other. We are thus 
necessarily boimd to use the influence we possess to promote the well-being of 
our race. But we are allied to Americans by peculiar affinities. They are bound 
to us by every tie that can bind man to man, but that of civil government. Our 
origin m the same :— our religion is identical ; — nay, the very evil of which we 
complain was introduced into their country when they were our fellow-subjects. 
We feelourselves bound by these and a variety of other considerations, to do all 
in our power to banish the curse of Slavery from their soil, that the banner of 
freedom may waive pm'e and unsullied over their magnificent and extensive 
territories. (Cheers.) We wish to see their star-bespangled flag floating on the 
breeze amid the joyous exultations of the fi*ee, without the incongruous and dis- 
gusting commingling of chains and whips, and the groans of the miserable cap- 
tive. We should rejoice to be al)le to point exultingly to so large a portion of 
our globe, and to exclaim, " l)ehold a happy poi)ulatiou ; for equal rights and 



libertioH are Oic common property of all." ilut this cam never ])e so lon;^ as the 
withering' curse of Slavery rests on any jiortion of the American soil. Every 
l)ortion of it mnsfc become sacred to'lilierty before Britons can accord to 
A mericans their full meed of praise, ft matters not what may be tLe character 
of those institutions, in the enjoymentB of which the whites have an equal share ; 
they may he the freest on earth, and embody the collected wisdom of past a nd 
present times ; but so long- as these are made the instrimients of oppressing and 
degrading any portion of the human family, they cannot command our admira- 
tioti ; nor can we recognize in those who support them, high-toned principle or 
a love of freedom, but a grasping selfislmess. Sacred liberty is degraded into an 
avaricious despot, and instead of rising to om* imagisiation as a fair lovely form, 
walking at large, dispensing blessings over a liberated world, it appeiu's as ti 
malignant demon loaded with chains, brandishing the cart whip, and ti-ampling 
under its feet the dearest ri^-^hts of hmnanity ! (Great cheering.) 

That Slavery is an evil of infinite magnitude, involving tbe severest miseries 
witli which our sijecies can be cmsed, will be readily admitted by all. And are 
we not then bound by ou4- regard to justice, to Christianity, and to the well-being 
oi those who hold their fellow-men in bondage, not to mention the wrongs of 
the oi)pressed, to have it instantly abolished if possible ? So long as we merely de- 
claim against Slavery, without taking any steps to exterminate it, we shall meet 
with no interruption from the Slave-holders themselves : they will even join our 
lamentations over the evil, and appear very soft and silken-hearted gentlemen till 
we proceed to apply the remedy, and then they will appear in their true charac- 
ter! It was thus among ourselves. So long as we merely agitated for the 
gradual emancipation of the Slaves in our own colonies, we excited no alann 
among the interested supporters of the system. They were well aware that 
gradual emancipation was just a softer name for perpetual vSlavery, and they 
felt perfectly secure. But no sooner did we abandon the imtenable ground of 
expediency, and take the high and holy ground of justice, and demand that the 
oppressed should instantly be .set free, than the deepest malignity, and the 
sternest denunciations of the selfish advocates of Slavery were called forth, and 
the loudest forebodings of disasters and massacre we're every where heard. 
And thus has it happened in America. It was not till we demanded instant 
justice for the victims of despotism that we had any success; and therefore we 
rejoice that the friends of the Slave have taken the same position in America. 
They, under a strong sense of tlie righteoxisness of their cause, require that every 
yoke be instantly broken, and that the oppressed be set free. (Cheers.) And 
smce they commenced on this principle their progress has been most cheering, 
and their triiimph will be complete, we doubt not, at no very distant day. We 
have too high an opinion of the justice and Christianity of Americans to doubt 
for one moment that they will long tolerate an evil so enormotis in its magni- 
tude, and so utterly incompatible with these principles. Buteven though prin<n})ie 
W€re less strong than it is in America, the withering scorn of the civilized world 
would shame them into a compliance with the claims of m large a portion of 
sulieTmg and degraded humanity. In that land, said to be consecrated to 
li^J"ty?. thousands and tens of thousands Imve already rallied around the stand- 
ard ot immediate emancipation. Slave-holders are becoming pale with fear at 
the progie.=53 the que.stion is making. Judge Li/nek himself is compelled to give 
up hi.s trade, under the force of public opinion, now beginning to move in the 
right direction. (Cheers.) Interested partizans can no longer raise mobs in the 
iree States, in defence of their infamous monopoly in the fiesh and blood, souls 
and bodies, of their fellow-men. This cause is advancing gloriously, and must 
atno distant period be completely triumphant. (Renewed cheering.) His the cause 
of humanity. Slavery cannot exist without reducing men to the lowest possi- 
l>Ie degradation. It strips the nnhappv Slave of all the attributes of his nature, 
and reduces him to a level with the brutal tribes. It robs him of all Ms personal 
and social rights, and converts him into goods and chattels. It puts the 
enslaved beyond the pale of law, and subjects them to brutal violence, to be 
treated according to the whim or caprice of their taskmasters. The miserable 
bondsman may be bought, sold, exchanged, mortgaged, like any piece of furni- 
• tortm-ed, imprison«>d, murdered, and yet no adequate reckoning 
held with his toi-raentor. Can such a system much longer exist in a country 
calling itself fi-ee ; and over which the heralds of salvation are proclaiming the 
religion of the cross ? Tt is impossible. (Cheers.) 

We join then with the friends of righteousness in America, who are banded 
together in this holy cause, and demand immediate emancipation for the Slave, 
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im llie gr<Miu(l ul'jnstice. W'c tisk it not on the ground of coinpas.siou ibr the 
wiTtclied — of pity for the injuriHl — or of benevolence for the helpless — hut on the 
higher and loftier principle of Justice. Of justice to the Slave-holder, It is an 
irreversible law of the Creator, that no man can injure his fellow witlu)ut still 
nu;)re deeply, in the end, injuring himself. He may escape the puniwlmient of 
his crimes— nay, may be emboldened to commit them, and to glory in them, by 
the associated multitudes who have leagued with him in the perpetration of 
wickedness ; but the retribution of the Almighty awaits him, and he shall not 
ultimately esca])e with impunity. W e know it is said that the planters have a 
legal property in their Slaves; and that therefor ^ it is wrong to deprive them of 
that which is legally theirs. But we ask, is that law just which gives them such 
a property ? The law of might is one thing^— the la w of right is another. We 
read of iniquity established by hiw;" and if ever there was a law entitled to 
be thus characterized, it is tliat which gives man a pioperty in his fellow-man 
without his own consent — which strips him of i)eysonal liberty — loads' him with 
chains — compels him to sweat and toil for the exclusive benefit of another — 
prevents him from enjoying the social endearments of domestic life — excludes 
him from the pale of society on earth, and does all in its power to keep him out 
of heaven at death. I blush when I hear it affirmed by ministers of the gospel, 
that Slavery is not fi sin. We have never seen any attempt to establish this 
thesis upon the basis of justice — the rights of man or the principles of Chris- 
tianity ; for, by none of these can its truth ever be proved. It is true it is no 
sin for the mihappy man, who has been overpowered by superior might, to con- 
tiime in a hopeless bondage, from which he cannot extricate himself' The Slave 
may occupy hivS unhappy condition without sin ; but can his nmster reduce him 
to it, and keep him in it without sin ? This is the question. And we fearlessly an- 
swer, N o . (Clieers.) If a black man may be enslaved v/ithout sin, then why not also 
the white ? If Americans may without guilt enslave Africans, why may not also 
Africans enslave Americans? In truth, Slavery is not only a sin,' but an aggra- 
vated sin ; and will be found sooner or later to drag down the nation that prac- 
tices it to degradation and ruin. Already is America beginning to experience 
the truth of tliis : and if she do not speedily put away from her this crying evil, 
she is in danger of witnessing her soil dyed in the blood of her own citizens, by 
the intestine commotions to which this subject must inevitably give birth. 

We likewise demand immediate Emancipation for the American Slave, by all 
that is saci'ed in our common Christianity* Infidelity never uttered a fouler 
slander against our Holy Faith, than that it sanctions Slavery. The great and 
universal maxim of social morality, iiromulgated l)y the Saviour, is, " What- 
soever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them." Let this 
simple rule be adopted as the principle of relative duty, and it annihilates Sla- 
very at once. How would the Slave-holder relish a change of condition with 
the Slave? Could the Slave compel it, — Would he pronounce it right ? He 
would not. Then let him learn the meaning of the Saviour's maxim, and give 
the Slave his li berty. It is true the Apostles, when they went through the heathen 
world preaching the gospel, did not directly agitate for the immediate destruc- 
tion of Slavery ; but they^ laid down principles and inculcated duties, which, 
when practically recognized, lead most obviously and directly to this result. 
They taught masters to give to their Slaves that which is just and equal- Let 
the professed Christian Slave-holder comply with the injunction, and give to 
his Slave that which is equal — his liberty. Christianity is designed to secure 
equal rights and liberties to all, and- consequently demands universal and im- 
mediate Emancijjatlon. God is no respecter of persons. The bondman and the 
free are by Christianity incorporated into one sacred community of brotherhood, 
and are enjoined to love each other as themselves. Is this consistent with Slaveiy? 
It will require more logic than either the Planters or the Slavery-advocating min- 
isters of the gospel possess, to reconcile Slavery with these declarations. (Cheers. ) 
Christianity holds every man as deeply guilty who oppresses or injures his bro- 
ther; and if its sanctions are not regarded in this life, it summons him to the 
judgment-seat of Christ, where he shall receive according to the deeds done in 
the body- 
Finally, we demand immediate Emancipation — ^because it is perfectly safe. 
This is no longer a speculative, but a practical question. Justice must always 
be safe, and when its eternal and immutable principles are acted upon, be the 
consequences what they may, we are not responsible for them. When y/e op- 
pose our own notions of expediency to justice, we ran fearful hazards, and 
the results must be chargeable on us. But we not only assert that im- 
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uitHliute Emancipation is Miiie, but we like\vi.se affirm that it is the only inetl»oil 
by wliicli we can save a conntvy, in which Slavery exists, from ultimate ruin. 
We were repeatedly told by the Shsve-liolders in our own country, that if we 
agitated for immediate Emiincii)ationin our coloiucs, we would occasion a uni- 
versal insurrection among the Slaves, and deluge the country with blood. We 
have agitated, and what has been the result ? tlas any tiling occurred to justify 
these dismal forebodings ? No, ^ The very reverse has ha])pened. When the 
Emancipation Bill passed, we found that it was not the complete measure we 
desired and advocated ; and though insun-ection and bloodshed had followed, we 
would not have been responsible, because we never sanctioned the plan which 
Government adopted. 'I hose who devised and carried an imperfect and insult- 
ing measure incuiTed the responsibility. By the Emancipation Bill the Slaves 
were, with very little alleviation of their sufferings, merely converted into 
Apprentices. Apprentices for what purpose ? To teach the old and hoaiy -head- 
ed man the mighty accomplishment of digfjing cane holes ; a piece of drudg- 
ery in which he had spent the strength of his days. But even here where the 
meaning of the Englisli language was perverted to degrade the ncgro^ and the 
benevolent intentions of his friends were frustrated by the graspings of avarice, 
no pernicious consequences ensued. And in two of the islands, where the local 
legislatures acted with greater intelligence and regard to justice than that of the 
mother country, entire freedom was granted with the happiest results. These 
islands rejected the half measure of the home Legislature, and hav^c been amply 
repaid for their principled policy. When the first of August came, instead of 
telling their Slaves that they were Apprentices, they were told that they were 
free. (Cheers.) In. Antigua and Bermuda, the jubilee of their release was spent 
as a Sabljath. The churches were crowded, and thanksgivings to God mingled 
with gratitude to their benefactors ; and on the ensuing day they retired to their 
labour with light and joyous hearts. In Bermuda the blacks were few when 
compared with the whites, and therefore it may be alleged that fear kept them 
quiet, and led them to submit peaceably to a power they could not possibly re- 
sist. But this obj ection is met and triumphantly refuted by the state of Antigua. 
Tn that island the whites were only two thousand, while the Slaves were thirty 
thousand, and the free blacks four thousand five hundred. Here the prepon- 
derance of negroes is immensely great ; so much so as to have rendered any re- 
sistance to insurrectionary violence utterly hopeless, and yet nothing transpired 
to give alarm to the most nervous and sensitive individual. No alarm gun was 
fired throughout the island — the militia were soon disbanded, and a, soldier was 
not required to maintain internal tranquillity. Propei-ty rose in value, and 
at the present day an estate will bring more money in' the market than it 
would foiTuerly with its full complement of Slaves. (Cheers.) Such are 
the consequences of immediate Emancipatioi . The same conclusion follows 
from the condition of those States in America, in which Slavery has ceased. 
They are rising with surprising rapidity into wealth and power, while the Slave 
States are remaining stationary, and many of them going backwards. 

1 trust I have said enough to convince you that the cause in which you are 
engaged is entitled to your support, and that you will persevere in prosecuting 
it till there is not a spot on our globe cursed with Slavery. No philanthropist can 
excuse himself for not interfering, by the allegation, that the evil does not imme- 
diately effect us~it afflicts our brother man, and. insults our species — it degrades 
and injures humanity — and if a heathen could say, " Nothing that belongs to man 
is foreign to me," shall we who profess the religion of Jesus, with cold-blooded 
indifference exclaim, " Am I my brother's keeper ?' ' We can use a considerable 
amount of legitimate influence with our American brethren, to excite them to put 
away this great evnl. We can affection ately tell them what we think of their con- 
duct. A s Christian brethren, we can entreat them by all the motives which our 
common Christianity i>resents. We can rouse them to reflection on this crying sin ; 
and we can help to scatter the light of truth among the Slave-holders of the south. 
America is too free to allow her press to be gagged, or free discussion suppressed . 
And although in the first frenzy of excitement, her mobs had recourse to I^ynch 
Law— brick bats— tar and feathers— she will yetlisten to reason, and respond to the 
calls of justice and humanity. (Cheers.) Although she has once banished a 
Thompson from her shores because he told her inhabitants the truth, we have no 
doubt but in a short time she will be ready to welcome him again as America's 
truest friend, and give him a high place among that patriotic band of native 
heroes, who are noblj^ fighting the battles of truth and righteousness, with the 
spiritual weapons which are ah^ne consistent with the rational and immortal 
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untuve ohviati. \ doubt not you will exert every energy to eucoiivage those distin- 
j,niislicd plii.kii3throj)ists, who are sj)h'n(iidly fighting the battle of liberty, aud 
who, though they may fall in tho high places ot the field, aredcfcerntiued never to 
flee. (Cheers.) And although your own Thompsonhas retreated from the conllict, 
iu compliance with the wirfies of others, rather than the feelings of his own 
heart, it is only that he may plant more firmly his moral artillery on the British 
soil~-a soil on which a Slave cannot breathe, and the enemies of freedom will 
feel to their cost, that his gmi can carry its shot over the wide expanse of th<i 
great Athmtic. (Immense cheering.) 
WiLiam P. Paton, Esq., seconded the motion. 

Here mi individual I'ose in the gallery, and, announcing himself as from 
America, commenced speaking. What he said was not distinctlj" heard below ; 
it was, however, something about charity. (Cheers and hissing.) 

Mr G. Thompson rose, and invited the stranger to take a })lace on the plat- 
forxn ; where, Mr T. said, he would meet with a reception worthy of a British 
audience- 

Dr Heugh also invited the stranger to come to the platform, to which he 
consented ; and in order to ^ave tsrae while he was making his way thither, 
Mr Beith, the Treasurer, read to the Meeting a statement of the Society's 
Accounts for the last year, which seemed to give general satisfaction. 

The stranger then a-ose, amid cheers and hisses, and said he had been iu 
America as %vell as Mr Thompson. " I was at Fall River, and also at Lowell — 
you understand me ? — when Mr Thompson was there lecturing — you understand 
me? — against Slavery." (The Speaker interlarded his remarks with the inter- 
rogation, " You understand me ?" so repeatedly, that the audience were 
kept for some time in a roar of laughter.) " I was not sixty miles distant fi'om 
Bost<m, when Mr Thomjisou was lecturing — you understand me ? — in that city. 
Mr Thom])son pretended to he a great friend to the Black Slaves ; but 1 am for 
chaxity ; charity for the White Slaves, as well as for the Black Slaves. You 
understand me ? (Laughter.) I do not wish to be considered as sounding 
brass, or a tinkling cymbal. You xinderstand me? 1 wish to give him his 
character. You understand me ? (Continued Laugher.) He should stick up 
for the White Slaves. You understand me ? (Laughter.) When Mr Thomp- 
son lectured at Lowell, there was a brick thrown through the window at him, 
which was quite right. You understand me? (Laughter.) I was then the 
teacher of a school. Perhaps I required to be taught myself- You understand 
me ? (Roars of Laughter.) But I had nine scliolars. (Laughter.) I could 
give you their names, were it necessary, for I have them written on a piece of 
paper in my desk. You understand me? (Immense laughter-) When they 
came to the school on Sunday morning, I asked them about God, and about 
Christ, and about the Holy Spirit ; but they did not understand me. (Laughter-) 
And they were the children of Baptists and Methodists. You understand me ? 
(Laughter.) Mr Thompson would give liberty to the Black Slave — you under- 
stand me ? — but not a vVord of the White Slave- I would ask Mr Thompson, 
if in Glasgow, Manchester, or Dublin — for I have been in all the three — 
(laughter) — there are not many thousands of W^hite Slaves— you understand 
me ? — (laughter) — more than ever he saw in Boston or New York — crying for 
bread, to keej) themselves and their infants in life ? I could not get up tlu^ 
streets of Dublin for White Slaves, with children asking for bread, and I had 
none to give them. You imderstand me?" (Disapprobation, mixed with 
laughter-)" 

Dr Heugh here called the speaker to order, and asked if he had any motion, 
or amendment to i)ropose. 

The Stranger said, " I would wish Mr Thompson to show the difference be- 
tween the black and the v/hite Slhve — which was most to be pitied. That's all 
the motion I have to make. — You understand me ?" (Great disapprobation.) 

Mr Thompson said, it was always best to take up but one subject at a time. 
The regular business of the meeting; should first be disposed of. A motion had 
been made and seconded for the printing of the Report ; and it was not yet car- 
ried. After this had been done, he would take up the "charitable" gentleman 
from Fall River. H e would assure the meeting that they would find that gentle- 
man to be left in good hands. They would soon see what stuff he was made of 
— whether of "brass," of which he said he had none, or of a "tinkling cymbal." 
(Cheers and laughter.) 

The motion projiosed by the Rev. A. Harvey, and which had been seconded by 
W. P. PatoTi, Esq., was' tlien put from the chair, and carried unanimously. 
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The Rev. William Anderson, on risini? to propose tlie next resolution, 
WHS received vyitli eutluisiaHtic applause, Vv hen tlie cheering bad subsided, the 
Rev. gentleman said he had arranged some thoughts^ on the subject, I'or the pur- 
pose of laying tiiem before the meeting ; but he must confess, he had been talcen 
somewhat aback by the incident which had just occurred. When Mr Thompson 
rose, said Mr A., after the gentleman from Fall lliver, I had almost anticipated 
a Lecture on the Temperance Society — You understand me ? (Great laughter, 
followed by cheering.) 

Mr Anderson then proceeded {iiid saidy—Mr Chairraan, the advocacy of 
the Resolution, with the moving of which I have been entrusted, places me, 
i conceive, in a more difticult position than that in which any <ot the other 
speakers will be placed this evening. I fear I may be considere'd as violating 
the rules of courtesy, by expressing sentiments which run counter to the poli- 
tical feelings of some of'our oest friends. But, since the meeting are not called 
upon to sanction my opinions any further than thejr are contained in the Reso- 
lution, I trust I shall be treated with a brother's indulgence, when I declare 
these opinions freely. Nevertheless, to remove apprehension, I state at the 
outset, that 1 believe I shall not be found at the conclusion to have greatly 
exceeded my commission, as given by the Committee. 

The Resolution, Sir, contains matter in the last degree humiliating to our- 
selves. We had assumed the credit of having vn'ought out the liberty of our 
Colonial fellow-subjects. We felicitated ourselves on the manner in which we 
had roused the public mind with exhibitions of the Negro's wrongs, till its 
voice morally compelled our Legislature to declare him free. And on the 
iirst of August, 1834, we assembled in our churches, and rendered thanksgivings 
to the Almighty for the manner in which He had crowned our labours with suc- 
ce.ss. Each of us, in his oration, summoned up the best of his oratory in mag- 
nifying the blessings of liberty, with which that day's sim was gladdening the 
heretofore dark and horrid Antilles, We weened of ourselves that our work 
there was done. And we began to look about for other enterprises for our 
benevolence ; and ultimately commissioned our great champion to go and tell 
the Americans what we ourselvess had achieved, and urge them to follow^ our 
noble example. How deluded we were ! What ol^jects of mockery we appear 
at this hour ! Slavery continues to rage as wickedly as ever, with the aggra- 
vation of the insult ot telling its victim that he is free : and the taunt of America 
is most deserved when they say, that we have enough of work of oui own for 
Mr Thompson at home, without sending him away in (yiest of adventures 
abroad. When the Resolution contains matter so humiliating to ourselves, 
equally does it contain matter most condemnatory of our Government. My 
political sentiments are generally well known ; and no person present can 
suppose that I take any pleasure in making exposures of the faults of the 
Reformed Administration. But the discussion of the Negro's wrongs will 
admit of no partiality. (Cheers.) His oppressors, and tlxe abettors of his 
oppressors, and those w^ho wink at and tolerate the enormities of his oppressors, 
whoever they are, and wherever they are, cannot escape condemnation. The 
Emancipation Act, as it is called, was from the beginning an unsatisfactory 
measure; and a Liberal as I am, I ever feel deeply mortified, when the friends 
of Reform instance that Act as an evidence of the superiority of the Reformed 
Government over their opponents. Do not mistake me. Sir, I have no intention 
of re-avvakening the question about the enslaver having been entitled to com- 

fensation for the liberating of the Slave. Let it be admitted he was entitled, 
hesitate not to express my opinion, that had the country informed the Duke 
of Wellington that they were willing to give him Twenty Millions of gold for 
this work, he would have given us a Bill at least as good as that which we 
obtained from the administration of Earl Grey. 

The history of the Emancipation Bill may be given in a few sentences. 
Lord Stanley's Speech, at introducing it, was, on the general question, one of the 
most eloquent and righteous by which the Legislature of this country was ever 
sanctified. But when he proceeded to explain the details of his measure, the 
countiy met them with a universal burst of execration. They were to this effect, 
that the Negroes should be put xmder an apprenticeship law of twelve years, 
and that they themselves should refund the Fifteen Millions of a loan, with 
which it was proposed the Planters should be accommodated, to enable them 
to meet the inconveniences of the change. W^hen it was fomid the country 
would not tolerate this, we were promptly fui'nished with an amended edition, 
in which the apprenticeship was reduced to six years, ar. the loan of Fifteen 
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A!illioii.s ruised to a gvuul, ol' I'wentv- As I liuve ulvoiuiy said, 1 litive no do- 
si^i;n to vo-a\va.keu the question of the j-igUt to eoiopinisiitiou ; i)ut we were 
niianiiuously of opinion, tluit the I'vveuty Millions were cvnou^^h Ibv secnvixi;^" 
full Jiud iuiiaediate tVeedom, What, then, was the object of this uppveuticesihip ? 
It coxild not be the qualiticatiou of the Ne,i?ro for the trade of dij^ging- caiie- 
lioles, at which ho liad been Inboiirius: for thirty or forty yoav.s already, fjord 
Stanley, and the advocates of this measure, said, it was that tliey might learn 
to be free, liearn liberty under a planter, as the master and teacher of it ! 
No ! the chief dcsij^n of that apprenticeship, however it ini>^ht be disguised with 
other pretensions, was, that it should form an additional' compensation to the 
Twenty Millions, forced from the stolen man himself, to pay the stealer for his 
liberty I When as yet the projiosition was, that the ])lanters should, have 
Fifteen Millions, the ternt for the Negro's learning the art of freedom, was 
twelve years; but so r. >ui\ as the Compensation was raised to Twenty Millions, 
Lord Stanley found tliat the Negro mind had suddenly enlarged in its capacity, 
so as to be able to learn the art in si.v years ! (A Laugh.) Such five the wisdonx 
and honesty by which nations are governed ! 

Having taken these general objections to the measure, Mr A. proceeded to 
observe, that the Act, nevertheless, contained maxiy excellent provisions, by 
which tlie oppression of the Slave would have been greatly mitigated, had they 
been carried into execution: but tliat in consequence of so much havuigbeen 
left to the arrangement of the Colonial legislatures, every hope had been 
frustrated. Mr A. then entered into a detail of the manner in which, at 
almost every point, the humane intentions ol the British Parliament had been 
thwarted and evaded to such an extent, as to convince all who have turned their 
attention particularly to the subject, that the Apprenticeship system is one of as 
cniel Slavery as that which was formerly practised. Is it to be borne patiently, 
exclaimed Mr A., that we should be cheated of Twenty Millions, after such a 
fashion as this? He then pi'oceeded to urge on the "Meeting their duty of 
retuniing to Parliimient with their complaints on behalf of the Slave — for Slave 
he affirmed the Negro to be, as abused and oppressed as ever. Let no one 
ilead, he said, in defence of his slacloiess in this work, that when four years 
lave elapsed, this Anprenticeship Slavery shall have come to an end. Who, 
le asked, would not slirink with horror from the idea of his being subjected to 
bur years of fever, though he were assured of health at their termination ? 
And can any fever be more burning, consuming* and prostrating, not to say 
mortal, than that of the infamous Apprenticeship Slavery. (Cheers.) Though 
it should be but one year of its afiliction, let us endeavour to save the Negro 
from its hoiTors. Tlunk of being saved of a year of fever! Mr A. concluded 
by reading the Resolution, {see page 4,) and sat down amidst shouts of applause. 
Donald Maci^ctyre, Esq. seconded the Resolution. 

Mr George T hompson rose to support the motion, and was received with loud 
cheers : — 

Sir, — I feel constrained to rise and support the motion now before you. I 
cannot withhold from this meeting a communication I have to-day received 
from one who has boldly fought the battles of the apprentices of Jamaica — 
one who, amidst the comipting influence of Colonial Society, and the sneers and 
threats of Slave drivers, and their pliant tools, has nobly done his duty, and is 
now in this country preparing his materials for a full exposure of that hateful 
system which has already been so well denounced by my friend Mr Anderson ; 
and which all present arc burning to denounce, by the unanimous adoption of 
the resolution before the meeting. Were an;^ additional evidence wanting, this 
letter would supply any deficiency. 1 put it in, however, as corroborative only 
of that, which by itself, would have been amply sufficient to warrant the 
opinions we are about to send forth to the world. Sir, — We have been deluded. 
A vile hoax, has been practiced upon the community. The demand of the 
nation was for immediate and entire Emancipation ; and the reply to that demand 
by the Government was,— "The measure shall be safe and satisfactory." It 
has however been demonstrated, that the measure is one of injustice and fraud 
— Ml of cruelty and all oppression. The nation, through three hundred and 
thirty-nine delegates, declared their determination to reject the measure if it 
left the Negro "half a Slave and half a freeman." He is altogether a Slave. 
Until the expiration of the apprenticeship, he will suffer all the horrors of 
Slavery. We are not therefore at liberty to let the system alone. Our principles, 
our pledges, our solemn vows before God and the world, call upon us to muster 
yet once again, and hurl the last remains of despotism to the dust. (Cheers.) 
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The lottev from Deinerava, read by Mr Anderson, was written by Mr Scoble, the 
Secretary of the Britiah and Foreign S(»ciety for tlie Extinction of Slavery and 
the Shive-trade tlnow^hont the world. 'I'hat gentlenuin, in company with 
several friends, is making a torn* through the West Indies, for the pm'^)o,se of 
obtaining correct information n])Oii tlie question before lis, and to (luality him- 
self to give evidence before the Committee of tlie Houae of Commons. " I will 
read an extract from a Denierara i)aper, to shov/ the spirit of the Planters. It 
will be seen that there is, in the West Indies, the same feeling towards any per- 
son suspected of an attachment to the interests of the Negro, as has shown itself 
in such dreadful forms in the United States — the land of Lowells (Laughter), 
and Fall Rivers (Laughter), and revivals, and Lynch Law, and Missionary 
operations, and heathen Sla ves— the land of sounding brass — You imderstand 
me ? (G real: laughter, followed by a burst of cheering), and clanking chains. Tlie 
Guiana Chronicle of December 16, contains a letter irom a correspondent, who 
subscribed himself in reference to the philanthropic labours of 

the frienda just mentioned. Take the following specimen: — 

" These individuals, it is believed, have been sent out here by that class of 
chains-and-negro politicians at home, who find tliat profits and power have 
dwindled away by the settlement of the Slave question, and w"ho, to revive the 
old trade, have risked the expense of fitting out emissaries, whose commission 
is to collect as many terrors, groans, and fearful iniquities, as will enable them 
to renew a cry among the old women, to make the twice-laid dish racy enough 
for the palled i)alate of the Englisli." 

In addition to the letter, there is an editorial article, fall of the old and 
murderous spirit of the Slave system. Speaking of our amiable friends, it 
.says :— 

" The laws of warfare condemn the skulking spy^ to a gibbet, — those of peace 
consign him to a no less ignominious fate, that of universal detestation and gen- 
eral contempt. Let then, these men look well to their future proceedings in this 
Colony, for as we said before, we have ivarned them that the vile objects of their 
mission are known; and consenwently, they will be watched with tliat 
.suspicion which avowed evil intentions always arouse in honest minds." 

Let us be thankful, Mr Chairman, that our friends are under the protection of 
British law, and that though there is in the minds of many, every disposition 
to do them injury, the power is wanting. Let us also commend the cause in 
which they are engaged to God, and pray that they may not suffer in any respect, 
but be returned in safety to their native land, with the means of serving gi'eatly 
the oppressed thousands on whose behalf they have embarked in their mission 
of mercy. 

The editor whose gibbeting article I have noticed, adds, what may be aptly 
quoted on the ])resent occasion; — "Of the men themselves, we know nothing"; 
but, if a man allows himself to he employed on a dirty errand^ vw naturally judge 
that he is a, dirty felloiv." — You imderstand me ? (Great laughter*,) " and in this 
way has our estimate of these people been formed." 

3 "will now, Sir, with your permission, read the contents of the letter wliicli I 
received this morning. The writer has acted in the capacity of a Special 
Magistrate in the Island of Jamaica. I am truly sorry that his zeal and de- 
votedness in the cause of humanity have been so ill-rewarded. After being dis- 
placed by the Marquis > -f Slijsro, and re-instated by the Home Government, he 
has been again displaced by Sir Lionel Smith, whose conduct is, for the present, 
approved by the (joveriiment. I trust Dr. Palmer, (the gentleman to whom 1 
refer,) will succeed in rousing both the Government and the country to a sense 
of their duty. 

"2, QuEEiN Street Place, Southwark Bridge, 
" Blarch 0th, 1837. 

" Dear Sir, — Without the ceremony of a formal introduction I venture to ad- 
dress you; the identity of our pursuits and principles, on the question of 
Negro oppression, render any ceremony superfluous. 

" i have arrived here from Jamaica, (where I held the office of Special Magis- 
trate) as a sort of delegate — i)erhaps self-elected, to implore justice and pro- 
tection for 240,000 poor creatures, who are still bearing all the degrading and 
brutalizing attributes of absolute Slavery. I am to sliovv, and I have ample 
means to do so, that, notwithstanding the costly sacrifice made by the people 
of England, to strike off the galling letters of the Slave, and raise him to his 
]>roper standard in Hie family of man ; that Ciodlike object has l»een shamefully 



defeated hy ilw subtile craft of the Planters, and the wilful blindiiofjht or base 
coimivance of the Govorninent fmictionaries. That the system of Slavery lias but 
changed its name; that its atrocities are now legalized; that the people of 
Enjjfland are actually payinj^ 60 or .£70,000 per annum, to a set of persons whose 
daily business it is made to inflict fraud, injustice, and cruelty on the Ne^ro, to 
such an extent as to render his situation, in many material respects, more un- 
endurable than that from which he was to be relieved; that the Negro has 
now no protection, — that those of the Magistracy who dare to be honest, are 
persecuted by the Planters, and openly discountenanced by the Executive ; that, 
in fact, Government have not canied out their own measure in the spirit of 
jjood faith ; that the Planters, after receiving the price, undeservedly awarded, 
JEor the freedom of tlm Negro, have contrived to rivet his chains more firmly 
than ever ; and finally, that the whole scheme has turned out a disgraceful 
failure,-^a vile fraud on the British public,-.-a cruel mockery to the Negro, and 
a most dangerous example to other nations in framing their enactments for the 
destruction of Slavery in their own dominions. 

" I have abundance of materials to prove all these points ; all I require is, an 
impartial hearing. The friends of the cause here are beginning to be roused 
from that sluggish apathy into which they had merged after the excitmeni; which 
attended the great struggle three years ago : they must finish the work they so 
nobly began, — one simultaneous effort, and the work wnll be done. The Com- 
mons' Committee is to be re-opened for the examination of Lord Sligo and my- 
self ; 1 have but little confidence in the integrity of the majority of the members, 
and despair of their doing any good, unless urged to it, by the expression of 
public opinion. 

" The leading friends of our part;^, particularly ' T/ie Frioids,' are quite alive 
to the necessity of action, — we wait awhile to concentrate our force. At this 
juncture,-! deeply regret your absence from London. Your powerful advocacy 
would be invaiuable — I am sure it will not be withheld, so soon as your other 
engagements will permit your joining us here. 1 would enter more fully into 
details with you, but I a,m just now verj fully engaged in a sort of critical con- 
troversy with the Colonial Office, relative to some personal wrongs I have sus- 
tained through the efforts I was making in Jamaica; and at the same time 
arranging my materials for the coming crusade against J amaica oppression. I 
hope, however, that we shall not be lon^ before we see you here. I have been 
all along admiring your brilliant career m the cause of American freedom ; but 
I trust you w^ill now turn your attention to that which engaged your earliest 
energies ; we have a prior claim to your benevolent services, and according to 
the quaint old distich 

' It is well to be off with tlie old love, 
Before you be on with the new.' 

In common fairness you must see the end of the contest you began with, 1 
have a letter of introduction to you from Mr Phillips of J amaica ; I hope to de- 
liver it in person, at 2, Queen Street Place. The gentlemen who are now prose- 
cuting the Inquiry into the actual state of the Negro population in the West 
Indies, are expected back in a few weeks. I am sure they will bring home a 
va«t mass of information. I think the country should be roused before their 
arrival, so as to be prepared to act on their confirmatory evidence. We must 
break the last link in the chain of Slavery. 1 am not without hopes, that John 
Bull, when he finds how grossly he has been cheated by the rascally Planter, 
will indignantly insist on the fmmediate termination of the odious and disre- 
putable system of Apprenticeship — ^this is my aim. I dislike all modifications 
of Slaveiy ; I hate projected improvements, they are all decitful; there is but 
one remedy. You must have either pure Slavery or perfect freedom ; there is 
no resting-place between the extremes, 

" Your arrival here will be greeted with the most lively sentiments of pleasure 
by hundreds of your friends, and by none with more sincerity than, dear Sir, 
your very obedient servant, 

" A. L. PALMER." 

"George Thompson, Esq.'' 

In addition to this letter, I have a vast quantity of evidence resjpecting 
Jamaica and the other Colonies, of precisely the same description. I will ven- 
ture to read a few extracts from letters written by persons of" thorough experi- 
ence and imquestionable respectability. The originals are in the hands of the 
friends of the Negro= 



" YcH, Sir, the (British) Parliament, it is true, passed a law, in wluch tlic 
ilogging of fenisiles, under any circiimstauccs, wus proliibited. Tlie PlautcrM 
pawyed tlie same enactment, but with a rider attached to it in the shape of a 
proviso, that they shall be subject to unj police regulutiojis eqnidly affecfingjiei-- 
:ions of f ree condition. Now, free persons are neldoni, if ever, sent to the work- 
house ; it ia quite tjafe, therefore, to frame regulations omminallij affectirjg all 
parties. lu this way the Planters have secured the continuance of female 
flogging ! — Sir, you may stop this gap, but rely upon it, for everjr ^ap you do 
stop, the Planter will contrive to open a dozen fresh ones. Therelore do i re- 
peat the assertion, that nothing short of absolute freedom will cm°e the evils of 
Slavery. Yes, Sir, women are still flogged, and that too with a measure of 
ati"ocious cruelty, far outstripping the latter years of Slavery. Within the last 
month, two cases have come to my knowledge, both women with infants at the 
breast, sent to the workhouse by special magistrates; the flesh Avas literally 
torn from their backs ; ' you could not stick a jpin between the sores.' The iii- 
fants of these poor women were brought to the verge of the grave by the dread- 
ful condition to v/hich the mothers were reduced." (Cries of Shame ! Shame !) 

The following facts are from a medical man who had an official situation iu 
J amaica, and resided there twenty years. They are addressed to a Member of 
the British Parliament : — 

" In apportioning their punishments, few magistrates observe any discrimina- 
tion an to age, sex, condition, or previous character. Women with sucking 
children, and pregnant women, are sentenced to the workhouse to work in 
chains and collars, and to walk the tread-mill ; and by the way, it is a notorioxis 
fact, that women are frequently flogged on these tread-mills. Apprentices of 
the best character are ruthlessly degraded by being sent to the workhouse, to 
associate with the most depraved and worthless characters." 

Through great mercy we are all well, and matters are quiet, which would 
not be the case were not the Negroes the most patient people on earth ! O this 
cursed Apprenticeship \ Nothing but blood, murderous cells and chains ! i 
think nearly forty young and old females pass my door in cha'.ns every morning. 
Not one school yet established, while most abominable ceils and tread-mills are 
being erected all over the Island ! This to prepare the poor Negroes for free- 
dom." 

" Several of the Slaves have said to me in tbe bitterness of their sorrow, 'that 
they wished things had remained as they were before.' For this I always check 
them, and call to their minds the fact, that at the end of six years they will be 
free. They reply, *but if our owners are so hard upon us, we shall not live till 
then.' " 

This Sir, is the Slavery we oppose : and he who would tlinist himself into a 
meeting to thwart those who are honestly engaged in seeking the destruction 
of such a system, is either grossly ignorant of the facts of the case, and, there- 
fore, guilty of a presumptuous and impudent interference, or he is the enemy of 
all freedom, and the Slave ofhisovm vile and malignant j^assions. (Loud cheers.) 
Sir, I have visited most of the places in which it is said our white Slaves are 
found, and am here to testify that, themselves being judges, they are foully and 
falsely libelled. They have been amongst the foremost to sustain the cause of 
Ne^o Emancipation. They know the diffei-ence between what is termed 
white Slavery, and the Slavery of Jamaica, and Demerara, and the Carolinas, 
and Georgia, and Louisiana. They know that no man can claim them as his pro- 
perty. (Cheers.) If humble, and poor, andpennyless, thevarestillfree. (Cheers.) 
No luTital master can with impunity scourge the body of the wife, or violate the 
chastity of the daughter. No father amongst them, returning atnig^ht to his 
hovel, dreads lest the child of his aiFectioas should have been carried to the 
flesh market. Let the individual who talks of White Slavery, point to one such 
Slave in Britain, and I will answer for my country — the gathered lightning of 
British indignation shall shiver his chains in an instant. (During this burst 
of Mr T.'s characteristic eloquence, the "Fall River" gentleman slunk off the 
platfoi*m, amid the mingled cheers and hisses of the large assembly.) We 
call upon the nation to abolish the Apprenticeship. W e say to the people of 
Britain, the Slaves are yours. You have bought them. You were promised 
they should be free. You were told that if you would pay twenty millions, 
women should be saved from the lash, — ^the Negro should be free to worship 
God, — the power of the Planter to tease and torture should cease ; in a word, 
that the Slave should become a man, '* and enjoy every right and every privi- 
lege of a freeman." You have paid your moneys The greedy tyrant has 
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rccoiv'od the biilje, but lias forgotten his part of tli(i contract. Will you be con- 
tent to be deluded and robbed? is it not the duty of Government to see tlie 
barg^aiu fulfilled? Say not, "It is but till 1840, let us not trouble ourselves to 
remove so temporarn mx evil-" I ask you to place your wives, yom* children, 
your honoured parents, yourselves, iji such a case, and say what your decision 
would be* Are we not rci-ponsible for the scourgings, and exactions, and mur- 
ders, done during this period ? Are we willing to take the responsibility, and 
abide the verdict of God ? Why slumbers the nation's energies ! Do you say, 

We have other great measures in hand . " I reply, here is one to relieve bodily 
and mental suffering of the most intense description. Surely you will not allow 
your efforts to obtain the removal of any grievance affecting yourselves, to pre- 
vent you from sympathising with your fellow-subjects who are utterly deprived 
of every civil and social right ; nay more, robbed of themselves, and those 
most dear to them, imd in their suflering and destitution imploring instant aid- 
Up then, and rescue them at once and for ever from the gmsp of their torment- 
ors. So shall you secure their blessing, and heaven will abundantly reward 
you, by succeeding every holy effort for the enlargement of your own liberties. 
(Rapturous applause.) 

Mr Thoisipson concluded by introducing Dr. Prince, a gentleman who had but 
la tely returned from the Island of Jamaica. 

Dr, Pkince was not accustomed to public speaking. He did not come before 
them as an orator ; yet he trusted if he ventured upon a few remarks, they would 
"understand" him. (Laughter and cheers.) And he knew this, that in order 
to obtain the assistance ot the people of Britain, it was only necessary to have 
the truth on his side. Dr. Prince then proceeded to cori'oborate, by his personal 
testimony, the statements which had been read respecting the Apprenticeship 
system. He had lived in Jamaica since 1823, and would briefly state some of 
the facts which had come within his own experience. At the time when he left 
tills comitry his opinions respecting Slavery were similar to those which pre- 
vailed in the Island to whicli he went. He liad never inquired into the sub- 
ject, and he expected to find a people there full of enmity to his white brethren. 
He soon found, however, wlio were the oppressed and who were the oppressors, 
and the opinions he had taken on trust \vere in consequence abandoned. He 
had good opportunities for becoming intimately acquainted with the character 
of the Negroes, having had at one time, not fewer than 4000 under his care- He 
had seen them in sickness and in otlier circumstances of trial and suffering. 
His syra])athies had been awakened. He had, of course^ come to be distin- 
guished as the friend of the black man, and thus a great degree of odium 
was brought down upon him* Still he had not abandoned the principles he 
had imbibed as to the institution of Slavery ; though he felt that, as a master, 
lie could not be ci*uel to his Slaves. But in 1829, his uiind became awakened to 
the wickedness of the system ; and he felt it his duty to Emancipate the two 
Slaves of whom he had become possessed. (Cheers.) This increased the 
odium under which he laboured :, his friends took from him the practice with 
which he had before been favoured, and he Avas allowed to fall to the ground. 
Dr. p. proceeded to state his opinion— an opinion founded upon what he had 
seen of the Negro character, that the Negro was fitted for immediate Emanci- 
pation. (Cheers.) The system of Apprenticeship, he said, did not encour- 
age industiy* The Negro found himself still oppressed; his energies were 
cramped, and he did not improve himself, as in other circumstances it was 
probable he would do. In Antigua, where immediate Emancipation was 
given, the state of affairs was mucin better than in Jamaica. There was one 
circumstance which served to damp the industry of the apprentices- There 
was the want of mutual confidence between the white and the black popu- 
lation. The Negro was disinclined to work for hire ; because, the old 
spirit of oppression being kept up by the whites, he felt no security that terms 
would be kept with him. The work" of religious instniction went but slowly on. 
Jails and tread-mills were resorted to in every quarter, while places of public 
worship were but thinly .scattered. The cliildren of Negroes were now also 
placed in a very bad position. As to medical attendance, for instance, they 
v/ere now left quite destitute, in so far as the planters were concerned, the lat- 
ter having no pecuniary interest in their health and comfort. 

Dr. Prince was listened to with great interest, and sat down amidst general 
applause. 

Mr Thompson then came forward to propose the third Resolution, (see p^ge 5,) 
iind said :— 
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Silt, — i have tt)0 inuc'li rep^urd ihr ^ood hom-s to detain this mootintr long. 1 
have often l)efoi-e advocated tiie various jn'opoyitions emhraced in the ri'solii- 
tion which I hold in ray hand. It si)eaks of tlie gvand o])jcct of this Society — 
the overthrow of Slavery in every part of the world. It calls upon the Christian 
world to keep in view the various high intere^its which directly or indirectly are 
connected with our great plan. It brings before us the six millions of Slaves, 
groaning under the yoke imposed upon them by nomitially Christian masters ; 
and reminds us, that it is this system which perpetuates the diabolical trade by 
which two Inmdred and fifty thousand of the children of Africa are annually 
murdered in war, or carried into captivity. It has been my business to illustrate 
these topics in preceding addresses, and I shall therefore not attempt to dwell ujjon 
them to-night. The resolution refers in a parenthesis to the Slaves of British India. 
This subject is woi tliy of deep consideration. There are many millions of Slaves 
in India claiming the benefit of British legislation. They must not be forgotten. 
I am aware that the forms of servitude in India arc almost endless — that Slavery 
is principally if not exclusively administered by the natives — that it has come 
down to the present rulers of India through many generations and centuries, 
and that it is deeply interwoven with the religioxis feelings and ])rejudices of 
the people; but notwithstanding these circumstances, we are bound, as a Chris- 
tian nation, to give the many millions who have been brought under our influ- 
ence and control, the full benefit of their connection with our nation and govern- 
ment. In the work of abolishing Slavery in India, we must look to the energy 
of the people at large. The directors of the East India Company in 1833, success- 
fully o]}posed the plan of His Mi^jesty's ministers. The latter introduced a bill 
into the House of Commons for the immediate and absolute extinction of Slavery 
throughout British India. The House modified the Bill, and fixed the 12th of 
April, 183/, for the emancipation of the Slaves. In the House of Lords the 
Duke of Wellington and Lord Ellenborougli undertook the work of special 
pleaders for the East India Company, who appear to be opposed to all liberal 
or humane proceedings. Their Lordships listened to the suggestions of 
expediency and interest, and delivered over the wretched Slaves to the tender 
mercies of Leadenhall Street legislation. We must go again to the House of 
Commons. That House must again decree the extinction of Slavery in India, 
and sliould the H ouse of Lords again defeat the friends of humanity, we must 
appeal agfiin to the country, and through the country to the Commons ; and if 
again their Lordships should love Slavery better than justice and humanity, 

they must be I need not say what. You understand me ? (Laughter and 

loud cheers.) 

Mr Thompson next refen-ed to the African Slave-trade, and to the necessity 
of seeking the abolition of Slavery as an essential means of putting down the 
extensive commerce in the human species. He then went on to describe the pro- 
gi-ess of the cause in America — the diffusion of light— the employment of agents 
— the victories which had been achieved over prejudice — the multiplication of 
converts — the process of purification in the churches, and the evident signs of a 
general change in the views, feelings, and practices of the nation on the subject 
of Slavery- Here Mr T. read the following extract of a letter just received fi-om 
William Lloyd Garrison ; — 

" The Anti-Slavery cause is marching onward with astonishing celerity ; and it 
is now the all-j)ervading impression, both at the north and the south, that that 
cause is ere long to be completely victorious. JMobs are now quite rare — ^the 
hr7ii(il crisis seems to have passed away — and though we meet with, sturdy opposi- 
tion in various quarters, yet we always keep the mastery. The number of our 
societies increases too fast for me to keep an accurate reckoning. It cannot be 
less than 800, and may amount to 1000, and still it continues to augment. But 
the strongest proof oiour growth — the most sublime manifestation of our whole- 
hearted determination to conquer by one decisive effort — is seen in the fact, that 
we have commissioned no less than SEVENTY agents to go forth and give 
battle to a corrupt piablic sentiment, all good men and true, all more or less able 
and successful lecturers ; a large portion enlisted during the war, and others for 
a limited period. I believe the world has seen nothing like this since the 
seventy disciples were sent forth by our Lord. Only think of it — seventy men, 
official agents, pleading with the people night and day ! If, in a cause like this, 
the promise is, that ' one shall chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand to 
flight,' what under God may not this sacramental host achieve ? As a specimen 
of their manner of working, I will simply add, that our stout coadjutor, Henry 
B, Stanton, has given no less than thirty-six long addresses to crowded public 



audiences, in lesa than three weelcs, in tlie heart of this Commonwealth, i. e, 
Wovcestei* county. Among the agents is Amos Dresser, v/ho was so cruelly 
treated by a Christian (?) Lynch Committee at Nashvilleo Wherever he j^oes 
his wormds cry like the voice of blood, and shock and quicken all beholders. 
The story of his suffering!? will do more to make abolitionists than a thousand 
argumentative lectures. And why? Simply because he is a white man ! if iiia 
skin had been coloured, few would have heard of his ill-treatment, a-id fewer still 
would have sympathised with him. Surely this is a signal proof that God can 
make the wrath of man to praise him, and the remainder of wi'ath he will 
restrain." 

" Ilep.m by your last, dated at Manchester, that yourheai-t is still here — would 
that your body were here also ! and yet I hardly know what to say on that 
subject. We all lon^ to see you, with a longing words cannot express — but we 
dread to see you put in peril here, especially as you are achieving so much good 
in England. Tell the Christians of Great Britain^ ivho have sent over their remon- 
strances against our accursed Slave systetn, that they are helping us mightily. Their 
united voices fill American oppressors with dismay. May God bless them 
abundantly." 

By whom (Mr Thompson continued) has this great work been accomplished? 
By plain, humble, praying men. No transcendant genius has presided in their 
councils: no exalted patronage has paved their way to public countenance and 
support : they have fought their way through fierce opposition and universal 
contempt, relying upon the goodness of their cause, the purity of their motives, 
and the blessing of their God. Their Patron has been the Lord of Hosts : their 
chief weapon the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. Their example 
should animate us to attempt great things. We should never wait for the 
titled and the wealthy to lead the way — they will come in when we have 
weathered the storm. 1 would call upon my friends around me to renew their 
pledge to-night. I would implore every individual whom I now address, to 
estimate aright his influence in the world of mind. There is a law of mutual in- 
iluence, by which the conduct of one man may afJect Lis fellow-men, to the 
extremities of the world, and the end of time. Every individual may be con- 
sidered as the centre of a moral circle, which is coimected by links o^ more or 
less power, and includes the whole of mankind. Do any ask, "Who is my 
neighbour?" I answer, every human being. "What do I owe him?" Love. 
" Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself."^ " What is my duty to him ?" To 
relieve his w'ants; to pity his woes; to increase his happiness; to promote his 
present and eternal weltare. " What is the measure of my duty : " My ability^ 
Hence the question is not. Ought I to sympathize with my suffering fellow- 
creatures ? ought I to help them ? — ^but can 1 help them ? Can 1 by sympathy 
mitigate their sorrows ? Can I by remonstrance with their oppressors, lighten 
or remove their yoke ? Can I by assurance of esteem and identity of feeling, 
encom'age the hearts and lift up the hands of their friesids and defenders ? Can 
I by my prayers, the expression of my opinion, or in any other way, lessen the 
force of prejudice, weaken the power of despotism, extend the principles of 
benevolence, frown down the dogmas of ignorance and interest, uphold the rights 
of man, assert the claims of God ? These are the questions we should propose 
to ourselves. The answer to one and all is, — yes. God has given us the power 
to do it; the measure of our duty is the extent of our ability. We should seek to 
unite against this system the opinions of the enlightened world, and the prayers 
and energies of the Christian church ; and the fervour of our love, and the light- 
ning' of our indignation would soon dissolve the fetters of the Slave. 

In conclusion, Mr Thompson expressed his earnest hope that the day would 
soon arrive, when the American citizen, standing on his own loved native soil, 
would be able to vindicate with truth and consistency, the cause of liberty, from 
his country's example and laws, and say, " 1 speak in the spirit of our constitu- 
tion, which makes liberty commensurate with, and inseparable from our soil ; 
which proclaims even to the stranger and the sojoui*ner,the moment he sets his 
foot upon our native earth, that the ground on which he treads is holy, and con- 
secrated by the genius of universal Emancipation. No matter in what lan- 
guage his doom may have been pronounced ; — no matter what complexion incom- 
patible with fi-eedom, an Indian or an African sun may have burnt upon him ;— 
no matter in what disastrous battle his liberty may have been cloven down ;■— no 
matter with what solemnities he may have been devoted on the altar of Slavery ; 
the first moment he touches our sacred soil, the altar and the God sink together 
in the dust ; his soul walks abroad in her own majesty ; his body swells beyond 



Ihe meaavire of his cliaiiiH, that burst iVom avouud him, aud he stands redeoiued., 
re{<enerated, and diseRithralled, by the irresistible aeiuiis of DNIVERSAlv 
EMANCIPATION." (Great cheering.) 

It was now eleven o'clock, and a great miatber of names remained on the list 
of speakers. — Thanks were given, on the motioii of the Rev. James M'-Tear^ to 
the lU V. \'^'Alliam Anderson and the managers, for the use of the clmrch ; after 
vvliich, Dr. Heugh intimated that the meeting was adjourned till Wednesday 
evening, in Dr. VV^ai'dlaw's chapel. (Applause.) 

ADJOURNED MEETING. 

Tkk adjourned meeting of the Glasgow Emancipation Society took place, 
according to appoititment, on Wednesday evening, March loth. 

P. Lethem, Esq., moved, that in the absence of the Rev., Dr. Heugh, W. P. 
Paton, Esq., be called to tlie chair. The chairman having briefly thanked the 
audience tor the honour done him in placing him in the chair, Mr W. Smeal, 
one of the Secretaries, read the resolutions passed at the previous meeting. 

The Rev. J ohn Boyd, one of the Secretaries of the. Paisley Emancipation 
Society, in proposing the fourth resolution, (see p. 5,) said, — It wasj I assijre you 
Sir, with unmiugled delight and satisfactioji» that I listened feo the Cor^imittee's 
admirable Report of a preceding evening, ; and especially to that portion of 
it, which referred to the a*apid and triumphant diffusion of the prmciples of 
freedom, in the United States of America. We have but to look back 
for only three short years, to see and be convinced of the almost unexampled 
progress of the Emancipation cause in that great and rising country. At 
the commencement of that period, there . were, it is true, Abolitionists in 
America, many of whom had devoted their time and their talents, their pro- 
perty and their all, to the v indication of the claims of the injured and degraded 
Coloured pojmlation. But noble and resolute a s those friends of humanity were, 
they were in the aggregate_but few in number, and their influence was both 
ieebie and crrcumscnbert. i hey sent, as this society v?ell knows, to this coun- 
try for aid, and they received it: for our amiable and eloquent friend, Mr 
Thompson, responded to their invitation ; he went over to America, joined them 
in their arduous and honourable exertions, and what have been the results? 
(Cheering.) The Report of your Committee informed us. It told us that that 
Scripture saying has again been fulfilled, — "The little one had become a thous- 
and, and the small one a strong nation," That the seed which your agent sowed 
has taken root, and has produced a most abundant and magnificent harvest. 
Already, nearly a tHousand Abolition Societies have been organized. (Cheers.) 
The pulpit and the press have both lent their mighty aid, and many of the best 
and noblest spirits oi'the land have uprisen at the calls of religion and humanity, 
and come boldly and honestly forward to aid the cause of freedom, and to rescue 
their native countrjr? and the various Churches of God in it, from the guilt of 
enslaving and trafiicking in ihe bodies of their fellow-men. (Great applause.) 

And there is one circumstance that I may mention, which, to my mind at 
least, has been a most satisfactory indication of the extent to which the people 
of America have become leavened by right views upon the question of entire 
and immediate abolition. Two years ago, the then President of the United 
States, in his message to the Senate, denounced (not certainly in the most 
measured terms,) the worthy and able agent of this Society, as a foreigner, a 
stranger, who had dared to mtermeddle with the civil and domestic regriiations 
of the States ; and his object in thus denouncing Mr Thompson, was, if possible, 
to proscribe and frown down the progressing cause of abolition. The discussion 
of that question had certainly, by that time, excited public attention ; but Presi- 
dent Jackson did not think it had done so to an extent beyoncj his magigteriai 
ability to allay. W ell, twelve months passed away, during which time the ex- 
citement, instead of cjuiescing, only increased ; and the fhends of Emancipa- 
tion instead of becoming fewer, had grown and multiplied a thousand-fold. The 
Senate again met. President Jackson again addressed its members ; but, mar- 
vellous to relate, there was not one sentence in his message of reference to the 
grand question, which at that moment was agitating and convulsing the country. 
And why, it may be asked, this silence ? The answer iis obvious. Andrew 
Jackson denounced abolition in the presence of Mr Thompson, as long as he 
found it safe to do so — as long as the majority were on the pro-Siavery side. 
B\it whenever he saw the principles of Abolition becoming general— whenever 
he saw them adopted and avowed by some of the best and choicest of his country- 
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liUHi — wliouever lif miw thai he could nut again vei'er to the same topic withoiU 
an-aying against him more talent, unore learning-, more truth, and more |)iety, 
than lie was willing to encounter, then only he left the canse of abolition "alone 
without complaint and without rohulce, to iuake its svn-e way into tlie liearts and 
consciences of the. American ])op«lation. (Apylaut^e.) Reflecting, Sir, on these 
things, and knowing how astonialiingly our principles have ti-iumphed, evei^i in 
the United States, this meeting, I am sure, will readily agree to the first half of 
the resolution which I have the honom- of proposing, viz., "That we cordially 
congratulate our Abolition brethren in the United States of America, njjon the 
mighty jn-ogress, and auspicious aspect of the cause of freedom in their land." 
(Cheers.) 

The remaining half, however, of the resolution, I cannot put to tliis meeting 
for adoption, without some little previous e:5q)lauation and defence. In a late 
public discussion in this place, between my respected friend, Mr Thompson, and 
u reverend visitor from America— the latter gentleman laughed at, and scouted 
both the numljers and the character of the American abolitionists. He repre- 
sented them as few in number, as feeble and inefficient in influence, faid as not 
deserving, in many instances, the confidence of the religious public of this 
country. But, Sir, we know^ the American abolitionists better now than we did 
when this calumny was spoken against them. We know that there have been, 
and still are among tlien!, men and w^omenof the very hi<;irhest attainments in 
literature. There was a Channing, and there are now &. Sigourney and a Chi\d, 
with many others, not less gifted and efjually devoted to the cause of injured and 
suffering liumanity. (Cheers. ) We are well aware that many of these estimable 
women would never have obtraded themselves beyond the privacy of their sre- 
spective domestic circles, had they not been compelled to do so by li high sense 
of the clemency of that religion, and of those principles of eternal justice which 
Slavery in everjr form outrages and violates ; and I appeal to you, my fair 
couatiy- women, if these, om* American sisters, have done, or aye doing any thin^^ 
inconsistent either with their sex or with their station. (Cheers.) Woman I 
know is always an object of attraction and , of interest, wheu discharging, as 
she should do, the duties of her station. But never is she so interesting— never 
s£v attractive, as wh-^n, like some pitying angel, she is seen bendiag over the 
afflicted and the miserable, pouring into the wounded bosom the balm of conso- 
lation ; binding up the broken heart; alleviating the sorrows of the captive, or 
)>leading in her warmest accents with the enslaver for his freedom. (Applause.) 
But in addition to the female abolitionists of America, there are in that country 
a host of Christian ministers and professors, and judges, and senators, among 
whom are a Beman and a Cox, a Jay and an Adams, all engaged, and that 
actively and zealously, in behalf of the enslaved. There are also private Chris- 
tians, distinguished alike for their personal worth, their enlarged benevolence, 
and their Christian philanthropy ; and if such be the individuals who are now 
engaged on the farther side of the Atlantic, in advocating the cause of their 
oppressed countiymen, where is the man who shall dare, after this, to rise up tmd 
tell a British public that such persons are unworthy of their confidence ? They 
are persons with whom it is an honour to be associated in any cause, and 
especially in the cause of humO;!! freedom. They have shown a spirit of zeal and 
self-denial, and devotion to the «au,se of righteousness, which %ve would gladly 
imitate. And 1 trust that thert? is iiot a single individual ia this assembly who 
knows what fi-eedom is, and loves it, whose heart has not been warmed, and 
whose zeal has not been stimulated by hearing of the exertions of his trans- 
atlantic brethren, who are fighting so nobly the battle of liberty in their distant 
native land. Mr Boyd then read the remainder of the resolution— "And o^v 
hearts being warmed, and our zeal stimulated by their noble and praise- worthy 
exertions, we cheerfully respond to theii- call for continued co-operation, and 
would assure them of our entire confidence, our fervent sympathy, and 
increasing prayers." Let us therefore, in the language of this resolution, 
cheer th«^n on by cur sympathy and our prayers. Let tis tell them that we shall 
give them our confidence and co-operation, nntil our principles are universally 
triumph aiit-yuntil that happy time arrive, when Britain and America shall 
arise up, united in all the majesty of freedom, and break every yoke, and 
emancipate every Slave ; and when, to use the language of the American poet, 

" The mother and the daughter johied : 

The wide, wide world is free!" (Great cheering.) 

The Rev. Alexander Fraser of Alloa, then spoke as follows :~ 
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i\Jr Chaii'maij, — I most cordiiillj'.secoud the ikiotion iviiich lias now beeuiiuule. 
Von, Sir, live my iVieud, and these avemy fVieuds, and this is ray liome; never- 
theless, 1 fan this nij^ht a. stranger at home, and in tlie midst of friends. More 
])articularly do I regret that 1 am a stranger to the business of the present 
meeting" 1 did not enjoy tlie delightful spectacle, nor listen to the soul-stirring 
statements which Monday evening affoixled. 1 cannot, therefore, as the })re- 
ceding speaker has so ably done, exiter into the pai'ticulars of the motion which 
is now ])efore the meeting. But it would be a shame to any man who lias trod 
classic ground, the native soil of freedom, (Hear, hear,) and who professes to 
labour as a benefactor of mankind, in the service of that gospel which at once 
proclaims liberty to the captive soul, and gives this rule of action to its votaries, 
" Whatsoever ye would tnat men should do unto you, do ye even so unto 
tbem," — it would be a shame. Sir, to any such man to be either unwilling or 
unprepared to support this motion. (Cheers.) 

1 beg leave tlierefore, Sir^ to observe three things ^ concerning Slaverj-^ in, gene- 
ral, the bearing of which upon our transr^atlantic brethren will be evident to 
a,ll considerate men. 

First, Slavery is injurious to tlie enslaver. L do not here refer to the cruel- 
ties which are concomitant witli Slavery — to the galling chain or the torturing 
whip. 1 do not even refer to that extensive genus of miseries produced by the 
disruption of tbe most endearing donnestic ties, although it will be alio vved that 
even the breast of a Slave may harbour that " only bliss of Paiadise which has sur- 
vived the fall," but I refermore particularly to the intellcctoaal and moral experi- 
ence of the individual. Let us atsk, then, Is Slavery favourable to knowledge ? 
Who, in modern times, would give knowledge to a SIa ve ! Let him work. Tiie 
more ignorant the man, the better Slave. Knowledge is power. Give power to a 
Slave ? No ; that would be dangerous. They would then be a matcli for their 
masters — perhaps superior to some of them ! In sober earnest, the means of 
education are withheld — the Slave is brought nn in ignorance, and then, his 
capacities are affirmed to be of a lower grade. If it could be shown that Slaves, 
in general, are deficient in any part of their mental constitution, I v/ould under- 
take to show that Slavery is the cause. (Cheers.) 

Look again at the effects of Slavery on the morals of the enslaved. Has it 
not a tendency to produce cowardice and meanness ; and do not these lead, in 
their turn, to falseliood and studied deceit ? I by no moans affirm that theso 
vices exceedingly prevail among Slaves— that may or may not be, accord- 
ing to circumstances ; but I am confident, from the very stjnictnre of our mind, 
and the laws of its operations, that Slavery has a tendency to produce them. 
Now, in all the cases fn which they are produced, Who is accountable for the 
moral degradation — the Slave or the master ? Who, at the great day of judg - 
ment, shall answer for the li^s and thefts, and other immoralities committeti 
through ignorance and constraint — the stolen captive and tool of dire necessity, 
or the free-bom free-acting Christian owner who holds and rivets his chain ? 
(Cheers.) 

My second observation Is, that Slavery is inexpedient and hurtful to the pro- 
prietors of Slaves. 

Accustomed from their earliest years to behold injustice and oppression, they 
cannot sympathize with the geixerous benevolence of those who are wont to 
look upon all men as their fellows, and Avho rejoice in equal rights and impar- 
tial legislation. Possessed of power over their Slaves befpre they can command 
themselves, tyranny is interwoven in their very cons^titution ; and they may one 
day display upon their children, or their fellow-citizens, or the inhabitants of 
other lands, those principles of arrogance and iiijustice which Slavery taught 
them. Used to silence the remonstrances of conscience, when mercy, or equity, 
or honour, niight plead in behalf of a Slave, they may acquire a fatal proficiency 
in resisting the admonitions of the same monitor, when it pleails in behalf of 
(iod and religion— through the wondrous working of God's retributive justice, 
their own souls may be demanded for the souls of their Slaves ! in a word, 
whether I consider the understanding, or the moral feeling,' or the religious 
state of the owner of Slaves — V5rhether I view him as a private citizen, or filling 
a public office^whether I pitch upon his childhood, or his manhood, or old 
age— whether I meet hira in time or eternity ; I see written in legible characters 
upon his character and his state, thk Eviii of holding slaves ! (Cheers.) 

I now come to my third observation, which is, that Slavery is an insult to 
the God who made both master and Slave. 

All the works of God speak of their author. The heavens declare his glory, 
and the firmament showeth his handy- work. 



Tliere's not a spot, ov iltiop. or hj^^^lt, 
Whore the Creator hath not troiS 



" T!ie Jiu';ifie?t jtiji in naturtj's riviiiic, 
Murks out somt! lettpr ot" his natue; 
Across the earth, around the skj^', 



Ami left the footsteps of a Ood." (Ciioers.) 



Now if niiiiorals, and shells, imd j)lants, are worthy our consideration, and 
demand admiration and reverence foi- their Maker, much more must ani- 
mated nature. Animated nature, to all the wonders of organiyxnl matter, super- 
adds the mysterious principle of life* But of all the inhabitants of this terres- 
trial world, Where in the living creature that can he compared with man ? Man 
is "at once the head, and heart, and tongue, of all.' ^ Man is himself the 
greatest wonder to himself. When studying his own mind, he is at once the 
examiner, the ohject examined, and the instrument by which the examination 
is carried on ? Look for a moment at the result of this examination. What 
store of memory replete with every thing remarkable in the history of the 
world ! What power of discrimination and ana.lysis, reducing the huge heaps 
of natural objects under their proj)er heads and classes ; comparing, separating 
and combining them, until confusion and ignorance are banished, and order, 
beauty, and science, established in their stead. (Cheers.) 

The powers of the understanding are smpassed only by those of the imagina- 
tion. Science travels from world to world — measures their respective distances 
—calculates their superficial extent— weighs their bulky mass in her balance. 
Science lays the foundation on which analogy may build her theories of new 
worlds and systems. But whithersoever science may reach, imagination shall 
out-strip her. Away ! away ! is her motto ; away, beyond the dull world of 
reality, into regions 



There she has worlds of her own creation— regulated after her own plan—, 
adorned according to her own designing— peopled with her own children. There 
a thousand years are as a moment, and a moment as a thousand years. Bound- 
less periods are held within the compass of a thought. But to retura ; the mind 
possessed of these noble capabilities— capabilities whose family name is Divinity 
—is the work of God; and Ms noblest work with which we come in contact. 
But Slavery spoils this glorious work. Slavery debases the mind of the Slave ; 
Slavery corrupts the mind of the master; Slavery, therefore, is an insult to 
God. (Cheers.) 

But, again, God is a holy Being, and jealous of his own prerogative. He loves 
to see in man the image of his holiness. But Slavery is fertile in crime. Only fix 
your eyes upon a puny mortal, ascending the steps of the throne of God, and, with 
his arm of fliesh, sieizinj? the sceptre of the Divinity, that he may lord it over his 
fellow^-mau ! No thunders roll ! No lightnings flash ! The Omnipotent permits 
him, for a time, to usurp the unseemly power. The tyrant binds his brother 
man with the chain of the Slave ; he binds his body, and in many respects he 
binds his mind. The mind appeals to nature, to the winds and warring waves, 
the elements and seasons, all which declare for what the Almighty Maker has 
ordained the powers of man— ^?<^ in vam ; the ir<^n does enter into his soul ; but 
the groan of his agony enters into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. In the per- 
son of humanity, it is an inhclt to God. 

I hav^ now shown that Slavery is necessarily injunous to the Slave, inefficient 
for the master, and insulting to God. It may now be asked, what have we to 
do with Slavery in America? I shall answer this question, Scotsman-like, by 



Who is my neighbour ? God hath made of one blood all nations of men to 
dwell upon the face of the whole earth. God hath determined the times before 
appointed, and the bounds of their habitation. God hath appointed us to be 
bom in this age ; therefore we have the duties of this age to penorm. God hath 
caused us to be bom here, heirs of knowledge, religion and liberty ; and the very 
circumstances of our birth bind us to guard the blessings we enjoy. The same 
Providence which allotted us so much good, has mingled the bitter cup of Slavery 
to the Slave. Then what have we to do with it ? Every thing. God has given 
us the means of his freedom. We possess the strongest of all influence — moral 
influence ; the most potent of all power— knowledge of the question. Let no 
man say, then, " Am 1 my brother s keeper r" Thou art thy brother'is keeper. 



" Wliere active fancy travels beyond seuie, 
And pictures things unseen." 



asking another. Who i 




iliou iorbciU' to deliver tlieia that are drawn onto deatli, oiiid them that uiv 
ready to l)e slain, s]uill not lie thnt jionderctli the heart couyider it ; and He that 
keepeth thy sovil, dotli not he know it, and. shall He not render to every in an 
according to his work ? Remember them that are in bonds as boiaui also 
with them. Yes, (ioA might have made the Slave free, and yon the Slave. B ow 
would you have felt then ? Would j'ou have deemed it veri/ kind, and veri' Cliriti- 
tian^ if persons professing to love their neighbours as themselves, both enjoyed 
their comforts with easy minds, and abandoned yoii to your fate? 

If any are still selfish and indifferent, I have only one other argument to set 
before them. It is thus expressed by a heathen poet, " Your own interestis con- 
cerned when your neighbour's house is on, fire." In plain language, if you do 
not attack Slavery, Slavery will attack you. Can tyranny possess any other 
spirit than that of encroachment? Will selfishness, and injustice, and cruelty, 
ever say, " We have gotten enough?" Would not the men who hold Slaves at 
home, liave Slaves abroad too if they were able ? Or if you answer. They shall 
never be able to enslave us, still, may nottheir example have a mischievous effect 
upon others ? The tn:th is, that Slavery, even in its wide and distant influence, 
is deti'imental to the best interests of man. Its poisonous breath blasts the fair 
blossoms of knowledge, and piety, and freedom^ and at the same time fans into 
a flame those proud, malevolent, and tyrannical principles, which have been, 
alas ! too long the bane of mankind. (Applause.) 

Mr Chairman, I detain you and tlie meeting no longer ; but conclude by re- 
peating, that the motion lias my cordial support. 

The Rev. Patuick Buewster of Paisley, moved the next resolution : — 

" That tlie labours of Mr George Thompsos, oiir devoted, and faithful, and in- 
defatigable agent, during the past year, are entitled to, and do now receive, 
our unqualified approbation. That, beiie\'ing it of the highest importance 
that lie should continue his services in the cause of Emancipation, we earnestly 
request him to renew his engagement to the Committee ; pledging ourselves, in 
the event of his compliance, to sustain him in the prosecution of his arduous and 
philanthropic career ; it being our determination, never to give up the work of 
peacefiil agitation and moral interference onbehalf of the victims of oppression, 
until every unrighteous yoke is broken, and slavery ceases from the lace of the 
earth. " 

I assure you, Sir, that it is with very great reluctance that I have taken 
charge of the important and interesting resolution which I have just read. It 
is only because the gentleman to whom it was at first entrusted,* has been pre- 
vei^ted by circumstances from appearing among us this evening ; and from the 
deep interest which I feel in the good cause which we are met here to promote, 
that I now venture to address a few word«i to you in its support. Your excellent 
Secretaries, who seem to be adepts ixi the Socratic method, have so skilfully fram- 
ed their resolutions, as to malke it a very easy task to recommend them to 
your approbation. You have already given your cordial assent to the previous 
resolution, w' ich hinds you to continued co-operation with our friends in 
America; an^ you cannot, with any consistency, refuse the pledge which I now 
claim from you~that you will continue to employ the most effective instni- 
ment of such co-operation, by again electing, sustaining^ and encouraging your 
admired and talented agent, Mr George Thompson. (On the mention of Mr 

* The Rev. Dr. Burns, who had consented to pr GpOSSs tills resolution ; and who, had the ad- 
ioiirnment been to Tuesday evening, as he anticipated, inste&d of Wednesday, would have been 
ptesent. A previous engag?jraent also preventing the Dr. from taking part in the proceedings 
at the Ladies' meeting, on the following Friday ; we think it right to insert here a letter 
addressed by Dr. B., on that occasion, to one of the Secretaries. 

*• Paisley, Thursday. 

«' Dear Sir,— On my return from Glasgow a little ago, I found your letter lying for me. I 
regret that a very special meeting of our Jail and Bridewell Committee, to-morrow evening, at 
half.past Eight, will ][irevent me from attending the Ladies' Emancipation Society at Glasgow. 
For ten years I have had the charge (as Convener) of supplying the pulpit of our Jail and Bride- 
well, and I cannot possibly be absent from the meeting, to-morrow, esnecially as the object of 
it is to devise a scheme of regular visitation of the inmates. I hope to nave it in my power to 
attend the General Meeting of your important Society at some future time. In the mean.' 
time, I am anxious to hear from Mr Thompson, when I may expect him here to plead the cause 
of Negro Hdumtion, as he promised to do— I am, dear Sir, respectfully yours, 

ROBERT BURNS.' 

"■IVillutm Smcid, Efj., Smrdary to Emancipation Sodclii, Glasgom." 



'riKH«])«o»\s name, tlic a^wt'iuWy bur.st NiiuultaueouKly into a treiMCiuioiw nhout 
of appltrawe, wliich coiitimied for some miimtcs.) When Mr Brewster was 
allowed to proceed, lie said, it wna imuecessary to inform swell an awiience 
ut! the one now before him, who Mr Tliornpaon waw, or what he had done 
in the sex'vice of the oppressed. (Cheering.) Mr Thompson was the ablest, 
the most eloquent, the most devoted advocate that had ever appeared for 
an^ cause. (Immense cheering, and cries of^ *'He it?.") He was the friend 
of Fuppan and of Garrison, of that host of noble sjnrits in America, who were 
now actively and earnestly endeavouring to free their coxmtry from the sin and 
the curse of Slavery. (Great cheering.) The resoliition he had read, expressed 
confidence in Mr Thompson, and to this they had most heartily responded— 
(cheer«)~but it expressed more, it contained a pledge that they would sustain 
Mm in his arduous labour. (Great cheering, and cries of, ^' We will.") He had 
anticipated a heas-ty response to this resolution, and he had not been disap- 
pointed. (Renewed cheers.) Having, therefore, adopted the pledge, it would 
be their duty to act up to it faithfully. He had now another, and, he hoped, not 
a more difficult task to pcrfom— to procm*e the assent of Mr Thompson. He 
felt confident that Mr Thompson would not desert the glorious cause in which 
he had been so long, so honourably, and so successfully engaged. (Cheers.) It 
might be said to be his owri cause. (Great cheering.) In his advocacy of it he 
obtained so manjr triumphs, he had pursued such a career of true glory to him- 
self, and of benefit to others, that it could not be supposed he would ever leave it, 
so long as he was able to lift ii voice in its support. (Tremendous applause.) 
There was one other reason why Mr Thompson ought to perscVere. He. had 
already roused America ; he had stimulated many noble minds there to engage 
in the good work ; but much still remained to be 'done— much that Mr Thomp- 
son alone could do. The influence |jossessed by Mr Thompson among the 
abolitionists was great, as it was desired ; and that influence, it was to be 
hoped, would still be exercised, as it had been, to further the cause of freedom 
and humanity. (Cheers.) 

The farther pledge, on our part, for Mr Thompson's encouragement, is "our 
determiiiHtion never to give up the work of peaceful agitation and moral inter- 
ference, on behalf of the victims of oppression, umtil every unrighteous yoke is 
broken, and Slavery ceases froni the face of the earth." Oh ! how many victims 
of oppression are still suffering under the weight of unrighteous yokes ; and how 
many unrighteous yokes are still bending down the neck of injured humanity ; 
and how noble and animating is the sentiment, that you will never cease your 
exertions till every unrighteous yoke is broken. fCheers.) The heart that re- 
sponds not to this sentiment, should not have a place in the human breast. The 
intellect that approves not of this sentiment, has more in it of the demon than 
of the man. (Cheers.) li is not the Negro only then, whose Emancipation de- 
mands om* aid. There are other yokes, not less unrighteous than the yoke of 
Negro Slavery, cruel and degrading as it is. Though every Negro were at this 
moment set free, there w^onld' still be work enough for the friends of the Slave. We 
have Slaves nearer home— White Slaves. Look at Russia, that wilderness of crush- 
ed spirits, over which the Imperial Slave-master of the north holds his hated do- 
minion, and keeps iu bondage, not the Negro or the stranger, but his own sub- 
jects—his own countrymen, those whom it is his highest duty to cherish and pro- 
,'^ect. (Cheers.) Look at unhappy Poland, vvhose brave sons are made to fight the 
battles of their oppressor, agamst the cause which they love. "No less than 800 
of these gallant men dragged into the ranks of the Russian despot, and fighting 
reluctantly against the inaependence of Circassia, have been made prisoners by 
its linconqxjered inhabitant^! and sold into Slavery, and are at this moment 
bondsmen to the barbiirous Turk. Here is more work for the friends of freedom, 
(Cheers.) But the day of deliverance may not be far distant. Liberty has thrown 
a spark of her living fire on the hleak mountains of Caucasus ; and if you foster 
that spark into a flame—not the flame of war but of love, the love of freedom 
and the love of man — it may yet spread itself vvith iiTesistible sway over the 
wide waste around it, regenerating, elevating, and emancipating both the 
tyranii; and the Slave. Mr Brewster concluded attiid great cheering. 

Mr James M'Cune Smith, M.D., on seconding the motion, said, — It is with 
great pleasure that I secoml the resolution so amy moved by the distinguished 
clergyman of the Church of Scotland who has just addressed you. And the 
audience will, I am sure, sympathise with me, when inforjxted thnt I do so at a Very 
short notice, iii consequence of the absence of another ornament of the same 
church, whose name would have given the resolution additional ciUTcncy among 
a body of Christians whom 1 am most anxious to sec more generally engaged iu 
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llu' etuiHC of Einaiicij)'atiou ; aud whose eloquence would liavt; claimed loi- tiu' 
iijotioa that respectful attention which no woi'd.s of jiii?ie can comniftxid. {Clieers.) 
Fov i am unable, under present circvimstances — and had ntoisths of pvepavutiou 
been allowed me — vTOuld stillhayebeen unable — to findexpession forthefeeliuji^s 
of gratitude which I entertain for the past exertions of Mr Thonipson ; or the 
eager anxiety with which I look for a continwanco of those exertioiiH winch hax'^e 
been fraught with so much good to my native land ; and which, 1 h'ast, will con- 
ti^'ne to be of eminent service, not only there, but to every country wherein men 
aire enslaved by their feilovv-men. (Cheers.) 

Sir, there are two parties more immediately concerned in this Re^'oluiion— 
Mr Thompson, and tT»e Emancipation Society of this city. — An ofier is made, or 
rather renewed, to Mr T., which he will frankly and ^if^l^y accept. For w^ith 
bleeding humanity soliciting him on the one hatid, and the enlightened Chris- 
tians ot this free and enlightened country urging him on the other, he cannot re- 
fuse to contiime these efforts — laborious indeed — for which he is so pre-eminently 
fitted, and which are so congenial to his mind. (Cheers.) 

And with regard to the Emancipation Society here assembled, you will gladly 
renew your engagment with Mr Thompson; and vdtli that hearty acclamation, 
which can be given by freemen only, and in a free country, cheenng on a gifted 
and zealous philanthropist in his endeavours to achieve the liberties of their 
kind, by the physically harmless, but morally omnipotent, weapons of truth and 
righteousness. Were other means resorted to, were pliysical force made use of, 
I would be among the first to resist them. And be assured. Sir, that if at this 
moment any warlike armament were to invade the United States, even for 
the purpose of liberating the victims of prejudice and of Slavery, the men who 
womd strike first, and would sfainiggle longest in defence of the American coast, 
would be the 800,00d free people of colour, who are Americans by birth, Ameri- 
cans in principle, and have proved themselves in many a field of fig'it, as well 
as by present sufferings, which I cannot recount, — the most ardent lovers of 
the American soil. But, Sir, there is no need of physical force. The weapons 
used by this Society are more powerfiil, and will prevail. The American people 
know this, indeed have admitted it. The^ have admitted it in the person of one 
of the most gifted among them, and on tins very platform, w^liich is consecrated 
to the cause of civil and religious liberty. (Loud cheers.) For in that brilliant en- 
counter — in which truth so signally triumphed through the lips of your agent— 
A merica, by appearing before such a tribunal, admitted not only its right to make 
this moral invasion, but also by heir attempt to maintain the justice of her present 
conduct, admits the irresistible power which you can wield over her destinies. Let 
me entreat you, therefore, never to forget these circum.&'tances : forget not the 
agent who has jjlaced such priceless infiuence in your hands: forget not inces- 
santly to exercise that influence for the benefit of the hel}>less Slave. And 
then, Sir, I will go back to the land wheiSee I came, hajipy in the thought that 
at a day not very distant, it may be my privilege once more to appear before 
you, — no longer an outcast from the land of the free— :?io longer the victim of a 
cruel prejudice— no longer debaiTed from seats of learning, for a j>hysical acci- 
dent^ no fault of mine— no longer deprived of any of the privileges of an American 
citizen— but that it will be my lot to tell you that America is free ! (Cheers.) 
And who knows, Sir, but that there may come witb me an American, Slave, 
whose chains shall have been broken ; an American Slave-holder, whose whin 
shall have been destroyed ; and an American Christian, whose prejudices shall 
have been annihilated by the means you are now using to attain these ewds. 
(Tremendous cheering^ And we will come, not only to thank you for what 
you have done, but to entreat you to re-engage your eloquent and devoted a^ent 
m those labours, which, I tnast^ will never cease mitil Slaveiy be banished from 
the face of the earth. (Cheers.) 

Mr Thompson came forward, and was received with shouts of applause from 
all piarts of the house. He said there were some occasions in which it could 
scarcely be affirmed that he was a man of few words ; but when he had to speak 
of liimself, such might be said with great truth. Occasions like the present 
completely unmanned himj it was impossible for him to speak to such arleso- 
Intion. He could only say, that all his soul, and mmd, and strength — every feel- 
ing of his heart, and all his power of judgment, w^ould continue to be employed in 
the holy, the glorious, the inspiring cause, to which he had so long be^n attached. 
(Great cheering.) But he had another and a better topic on which to speak. 
Thank God, we lived in a time, when instead of idljr looking back to the deeds 
of their ancestors, men are eagerly engaged in providing for the fiiture— in ad- 
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vavi(L-iiiig' freedom and civili/utiori. For Ms jjart, he was not one of tljose wlio 
wished to ijave nothing to do; he way no iiesh water sailor. (Cheers.) 51 e 
was glad when he fouixd something with which to contexid. He did not rejoice 
in the existence of Slavery ; but he rejoiced in being actively engaged in its 
suppression. Mr Thompson then congratulated the meeting on the progi'ess 
winch Abolition principles were making in America- The Abolition bocieties 
had increased from 300 to near 1000 ; the Chmrhes had begim to rise in their 
strength, and the public mind of America was awaking from slumber. On look- 
ing around, there was much to inspirit, and they might joyfully buckle on their 
armour for another campaign. In his usual animated and forcible manner, he 
exhorted the meeting to persevere in the work they had taken in hand ; he 
thanked them for the sum-ages they had that night bestowed upon him, and 
said that, with the assurance of their continued favour, he would go onwards in 
the course he had already pursued. Mr Thompson sat down amid the cheers 
of the meeting. But on the chairman intimatlug that the Rev. Dr Kidston, 
who was to move the next resolution, had found it impossible, from the pressure 
of other public business, as yet to get forward, 

Mr T. continued, — Mr Chairman ; Ladies and gentlemen, I rise to submit a 
series of resolutions on the subject of Texas. These resolutions are conceived 
in a spirit of deep indignation at what 1 deem a murderous blow at the cause 
of human rights, and they are expressed in language con-espondingly strong. 
It is necessary I should solicit some indulgence while I state such facts as will 
justify the views embodied in these resolutions-, and dispose? this Society to 
adopt them with unanimity. (Loud cheering.) 

No movement of the presexit day has a more important bearing upon the 
objects of this Society than the present struggle in Texas. The issues of this 
question, whatever they may be, will afiect tlie liberties and happiness of many 
millions of the human family. Should the Texian : arms be victorious, the 
Slavery of the United States will be perpetuated to an indefinite extent, and 
the Slave-trade, with all its horrid features, be revived. 

Texas is that portion of the North American Continent comprised between 
the mouths and the sources of the Sabine and Rio del Norte rivers ; between 
the- 27th and 35th degrees of North latitude, and the 94th and 104th parallels of 
W est longitude. It is a beautiful and fertile country, covering n<early two hun- 
dred millions of English acres.* Though lying immediately contiguous to the 
State of Louisiana, Texas is almost entirely free from the malaria, so fatal to 
the Apglo-Saxon aind his descendants on the Eastern bank of the Mississippi. 
Texas has been termed the Italy of the West — the garden of North America. 
The whole of this country belongs to Mexico. At present it is the scene of an 
important struggle— the government of Mexico seeking to sU;bdue to order ^iiA 
allegiance a revolted province, and Texas aiming to become, first, an indepen- 
dent republic, and next, one oi the United States of America, I have no time 
to dwell upon the position, natural advantages, and almost boundless capacity 
for improvement, of this country, and shall satisfy myself with reading a short 
extract from the Aw^A-^^?«mc£/?i /?mew, of July, 1836: — ' 

"Texas possesses great natural beauty and fertility. It is intersected by the 
Trinity, the Brazos, the Colorado, the Guadaloupe, and some smaller streams, 
wlucli rise in. the springs of the rocky rnountains, forming a ridge generally 
called the Sievia Morena, and after a comparatively short course, fall into the 
gulf of Mexico. The country is very open, beiiig principally composed of ex- 
tensive prairies; but the alluvianupon thcvvater courses, covered with wood 
ot icane, is admirably adapted to the culture of Cotton and Sugar, and the open 
plains to the raising of cattle to an unlimited extient. During the existence of 
the Spanish Government, the natural resources of this beautitul countiy appear 
to have been wholly unknovra, or never appreciated. * * * * At the 
period we speak of^ these extensive and woodless plains were the haunts of in- 
numerable droves of horses, 'desert-bom;' and nothing can be imagined 
more grand than their movements in squadrons of thousands," when frightened 
by the approach of the solitary traveller. 

* For a very jnteresting' account of this country, the reader is referj^ed to « series of articles 
in Chambers^ Edinburgh JournGl. . ^ 
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A thoiisiiiid liorsi!, luui none to l iili'. 
With lIovvin<r tail and iiyiug' m;uio ; 
Wide noatrils iievor fitrotclied witli pain ; 
Mouths bloodk'ss by tho hit oi- rein ; 
And feet tliat iron uevfi'dhod ; 
And Hanks luiscari 'd by suear or rtid. 
A tlioiisaud horse, the wild,, the free. 
Like Wfives thnt foHow o'er the se 1, 
(jome thiekly thundering- on," 

Texas is an interesting portion of the globe, in whatever aspect it is 
viewed. 

PoliticaUy. as affecting the value and security of many of onr Colonial pos- 
.sessions, and the observance of treaties which have been solemnly :4i^\ed and 
ratified both on this side of the Atlantic and the other. As connected also with 
a country to which we have advanced 70,000,000 of dollars, the reimbursement 
of which depends upon the prosperity of the nation at large. As unfolding the 
policy of the United States' people and government, and their nlfcimate desigusi 
upon the various territories adjacent to their own. As sliaping tiie destiny and 
moulding the political character of the United States. ?'hese, however, are 
not the considerations which render the question one of importance to this 
Society, or induce me to stand forth as the mover of the resolutions I hold in my 
hand. VVhile the merchant and the statesman may look into this question 
with Interest, it is for the philanthropist to appreciate its peculiar and pari^- 
moiimt importance. (Great cheering.) 

My design to-night is to demonstrate, that there is an unholy league between 
the rebel Texians and the Slave-holders of the United States, aided by grasp- 
ing land speculators in the free States, to dismember the Mexican territory ; to 
establish domestic Slavery ; to re-open an immense Slave-market ; to set up 
the shambles for human flesh ; and then annex the whoIa;tothe United States ; 
that thereby the Slave-holding portion of the ' Union' may wield a prepon- 
derating Influence, and the conquest of Texas be the first of a series of aggres- 
sive movements, which shall at no distant day bring the entire Mexican terri- 
tory under the dominion of the Anglo-Saxon Slave-holdier, and the cart-whip 
he the symbol of supremacy from the banks of the Potomac, to the Isthmus of 
Panama. 

The history of the present unholy attempt to rob Mexico of Texas, presents 
in striking colours the tendencj' of that accursed system which reduces to tho 
condition of animated machines, put in motion by the scourge, the immortal 
offspring of God. It shows that those who have so far trampled on the divine 
law, as to make merchandise of men, . 

" Are fit for treasons, stratagems, ftndi spoils.',' V 

The United States furnish jit the present moment the instructive^ though 
humiliating example, of a civilized, republican, and nominally Cbristian nation, 
in the n^iddle of the 19th century, turning away from the claims of humanity, 
and the ^ictatesi of religion, and tlie teachings of the times, and rushing with 
mad and guilty delirium into a strife, in which nothing can ba^ainfid lmt an in- 
crease of blood-stained territory, and an extended revenue of deep dishonour. 

In the year 1819, the United States; became possessed of Florida, a peninsular 
of nearly 600 mjles in length, and 00 in breadth ; stretching out into, the 
Atlantic Ocean, commisinding the Gulf of Mexico and the Oarribhean Sea. Prior 
to 1819, Florida belonged to Spain. The United States desired to possess it on 
account of its comma^iding position— its value as a cotton growing country — 
and because it was a reftige for run-away Slaves from Georgia. England re- 
luctantly consented tp the purchase, with the understanding that the tJnited 
States' territory should never extend westward of the Sabine river. All the 
maps siibsequently published have made the Sahine the boundary line between 
Mexico and the United States. The question was finally settled in 1832, by 
negociation between the two cpuntries. The following is an extract from the 
2d article in the Treaty ;~ . 

" The boimdary line between the two counti-ies, west of the Mississippi, shall 
begin on the Gulf of Mexico, at the mouth of the river Sabine, in the sea, con- 
tinuing north along the western bank of that river, to the 32d degree of latitude ; 
thence by a line due north to the degree of latitude where it strikes the Rio 
Roxo of Natchitoches, or Red River; then, following the Rio lloxo ivestward, 
to the degree of longitude 100 west from London, and 23 from Washinjfton ; 
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tiiou rvos.siiig tlio Hind Uo*l liiver, ami lumajig tljence by a line due uovUi, to 
the River AikaiisuH, to its f ouvce^ m latitvide 42 novtlij niad theuoe, by tlmt 
parallel of latitude, to the South Sea ; the whole being as laid down in MeUish's 
map of tlie United States, puhlinhed lit Phiiadelphia, improved to the 1st o}' 
Jfmiiavy, 18i8."' 

Prio.r to 1820, Texas was comparatively unknown to the land-speculators ot'the 
United States. A few persons from the 0 nitcd States had established themselves 
iu the eastern pjjrt of the province, as Indian traders aiul unawthorized adven- 
turers. Besides these, the tenants of the vast and beautiful distrct were 
the Aboriginal 7-ed men of the country^ and the Mexican inhabitants of a few 
scattered towns : Texas and tlie whole of Mexico were in possession of Spain. 
- The first refiular plan for colonization was a privilege granted to a person of 
tlie name of Moses Austin, a native of Missouri; who, after surveying the laud, 
obtained from the Spanish authorities a large tract, on condition that lie intro- 
duced 300 families of industrious orderly settlers, within a given time. Then 
commenced the colonization of Texas. Moses Austin returned to Missouri ; 
before his arrangements were completed, he died. He was succeeded by his son 
S. F. Austin, who determined to follow out the plan of his father, and ultimately 
rejjaired to Te^as with a considerable number of families from the States of 
Tennessee, Missouri, a ud Ijouisiana. 

Prior, howev'er, to his obtaining legal settlement for himself and the families 
who accompanied him, the Revolution of Mexico took place, which annulled 
the authority of Spain, and resulted in the separation of all the Mexican pro- 
vinces from the Spanish crown. These circumstances rendered it necessary for 
Austin to api)ly to the new government for a confirmation of his father's grant ; 
this was obtained with little difficulty, iu a modified form. The Mexican govern- 
ment pursued the most liberal and generous policy towards the contractor and 
settlers ; exempting them from all duties on articles imported for their own con- 
sumption, a nd all taxes for the support of goverument, for the term of ten years 
from their settlement. The settlers on their part promised obedience to the laws 
of Mexico, and were legally subject to all the regulations of the Mexican 
government. * • 

The Mexicans having in 1822 succeeded in throwing off the yoke of Spain, 
became an independent nation, aud established a government similar in its 
general principles and features to that of the United States. The constitution 
was formed and ■o.dopted in 1824; and the first Congress convened in January, 
J 825. The republic, besides five territoWes, were divided into nineteen states, 
Texas with Coalmila forming one of them. The population of Mexico, esti- 
mated at eight millions, was composed^ with the exception of Texas, of European 
Indians, a mixed race of Whites and Indians, Whites and Negroes, and Negroes 
and Indians. — I proceed to notice another featiu'e in the history of Texas. 

As soon as Mr Adams came into office, (1825,) Mr Poinsett of South Carolina, 
was ajjpointed Envoy Extraordinary, and Minister Plenipotentiaiy to Mexico. 
Mr Poinsett was in Mexico five years, and during tliat time , did liis utmost to 
eifect the annexation of Texas to the territory of the United States. What share 
Mr Adams had in the design does not appear. It isquito certain, hovvever,iluit 
Mr Poinsett acted as the representative of a large and powerful party iu the 
United States. 

There are no official document*? in existence to throw light on the proceedings 
of that skilful diplomatist in this matter. The United States' government have 
kept them a profound secret. Some facts, however, are known. Mr Poinsett 
found that the constitution of Mexico had fixed the national domain, and that 
no. administration could, without a violation of the constitution, cede one foot 
of it. He soon learned that the Mexicans were sensitive on the subject. In 
fact, the general murmur was so great that he was obliged to substitute secret 
machination for open negociation. He sought to avail himself of the intestine 
divisions, and political animosities, with which Mexico was unhappily dis- 
tracted. It was at his house, and under the sanction of the American flag, 
that the conspirators for expelling the President, Pedrazn>, held their consulta- 
tions. He identified himself with a faction in that country, and was the master- 
spirit of one of the great political parties I 

After General Jackson came into pow?';, Mr Poinsett's diplomacy assumed 
an unwonted activity. This was not more the reMt of fi'esh instructions than 
ol[ a political event which made much noise in the New World. In the summer 
of 1829 an expedition sailed from Cuba, conveyed chiefly by American vessels, 
for the purpose of re-conquering Mexico. At this juncture, Mr Poinsett offered 



S3 



the goveniuieiit tlie loan of 10.000,000 dollars, t(f biraecuyal bij modu-agv of 'le.nhs 
Had Mexico acceded to the iiisidiows propoaal, she would never have seen Texas 
more. Mr Ward, British Miiiihter, in hin work on Mexico, yigivificy idly 
tlmt he was never informed what secnvity the United Statea proposed for the 
restoration of the territory, in tlie event of the money bein/; repaid." in 1«2:j 
Mr Poinsett was recalled, and left Mexico amidsi the general execratiox^s of, 
the people and government. But to return. 

By an article in the constitution of 1824, it was provided, UvjX no oiie 
Hhonld thereiifter he bom or bronght a Slave within the limits oi Mexjx'o ; 
and by another it wHs provided that Slavery slioald be entirely abolished ui 
1829. The iirst of these articles the Texian emigrants contrived to evade, 
by taking their Slaves with them, held as apprentices, some of them lor the 
ievia of ?itnce!/'mney ears. (Alangh.) Theyear 1829 arrived, and Gen. Guerrero, 
the President, in conformity to tlic latter article* issued a decree abohsbmg 
Slavery throughout Mexico. A cbai>ge in the administration pf the fjovem- 
meut took place soon after, and representations were made to the (ieneral 
ConL^ess of Mexico, setting forth that many of the Slaves introduced by 
the Texian colonists, were so extremely ignorant as to be unfit t©r ireedom j 
and a dispensation of the aforesaid decree was granted, so tar only as related to 
Texas. To remedy the abuses of the apprenticeship system, (a system which dit- 
lered from absolute and perpetual Slavery only in name,) a law was enacted, 
making void all indentures, or contracts tor labour, in ten years from their date. 
To get rid of these restrictions, and for the purpose of attaining other objects, 
the Texians, in 1833, called a convenl^on to draft a State Constitution for Texas. 
Such was the haste of the Anglo-Saxon Slave-holders and office seekers of 
Texas, that the convention was assembled without having been legally author-- 
ized to enter upon the performance of the duties which it assumed. A draft of 
a constitution was jjrejjared.by that body, and Stephen F. Austin was deputed 
as the bearer of it to the capital of the Republic, to apply for its ratification by 
the General Congr^si^. The constitution, principally becuuse it coutaiiieu no 
prohibition of Slavery, was promptly rejected hy the Congress. Many of the 
colonists, and even some of the members of the convention, opienly admitted, in 
conversation with the citizens of the United States, that it was the special 
design of the framers of that instrument, to leave it open for there-establishment 
of Slavery, under the sovereign authority of the contemplated State Government. 
Nay more, even while the convention was in session, a Slave-trader boldly 
landed a cargo of Slaves in Texas, from Africa, via Cuba. This was such a 
bare-faced violation of the laws of Mexico, and the treaties with other nations, 
that the convention felt the necessity of passing st formal censure upon the con- 
duct of the Slaver. Yet some of the members warmly opposed it ! and nothing 
was done to punish the " pirate," although it was publicly known that he was for 
some length of time in the country, making sale of his Slaves, not fai^istant Irom 
the place where the convention met. A short time after, a similar cargo was 
introduced, and disposed of with like impunity. 

" On learning the fate of their proposition at the seat of Government, the 
clamours and complaints of the wtbymew^ party in Texas wei-eloud and general. 
To preserve his popularity with that party, Austin was said to have acted very 
insol<?ntly toward tlie federal authorities. A iittle difficulty, at least, occurred 
between them ; which, however, was soon adjusted. But finding tnat ue could 
* not then obtain the sanction of Congress, to the measure of establishing a State 
Gov^ernment for Texas, separate from Goahuila, he v/rote to the Ayuntamiento 
(Council) of the municipality of San Antonio de Bexar, recommending^n im- 
mediate organization for the purpose. It is also believed that he recommended 
the same thing to the other municipalities in Texas. A majority of the 
Ayuntamiento of Bexar were native Mexicans, «ind indisposed to second 
the rash proposition of Austin, and the rscliless -proceedings of some of the 
other colonists. Instead thereof, that body parsed resolutions severely censur- 
ing this act.of Austin, and sent an official statement of the whole proceedings 
to the Governor of Coahuila and Texas. He immediately communicated^ the 
same to the Federal Executive ; and orders were issued for Austin's apprehen- 
sion. The latter had beeii informed of the measures adopted by the Ayun- 
tamiento of San Antonio de Bexar, and quitted the capital before the Execu- 
tive had received the documents. A force Avas instantly despatched in pursmt 
of him, and he was overtaken at Saltillo, having merely crossed the boundary 
line and entered the State of Coahuila and Texas. He was forthwith remand- 
pd to the seat of Government, and committed to prison, to await his trial upon 
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u '. liar/'C of trousonable conspiracy, or iitavubordimittusi to the laws of tbo 
.n'pubiic.''"^' 

Austin remainocUn conllnenient upwards of eiguteen montlis, and was iinally 
UUeViVted tbroiigli the clemency of tlie federal authorities, and he again left the 
capital — having pledged liimself, it wiia stated, to use his inllaence in pre?<evv- 
iiig the political tranqniiity of Texas. 

" Previous to the arrival of Austin in Texas, a small nViraber of troops reacli- 
(h1 its .southern horderf?. under General Cos. The Government had not con- 
templated an open reKisJ'iance on the part of the Colonists to the re-eatablish- 
ment of the Cu«toni-Houses, the enforcement of the laws, Sec, «nd did not send 
an adequate number to compel their obedience. ' But, true to their long-settled 
determination, they proceeded to arrest the march of the Mexican troopy into 
that part of the country. Austin had visited New Orleans on his way home. 
There the future plans of operation were concocted. He was accompanied to 
Texas by some daring adventurers. An army was immediately organized. 
Mexican revenue cutters were aeized, under the charge of pirating upon the 
sjounnerce of the United States, in the Gulf of Mexico. The troops under Gene- 
ral Cos were driven into the fort at San Antonio de Bexar. Expeditious were 
fitted out in various parts of the United States, and auxiliary forces proceeded 
to the assistance of the Colonists, under the guise of emigrant settlers. An 
agent of the Texas land speculators in New Yoi-k was stationed at New Orleans, 
for the express purpose of forwarding these ' emigi-ants,' &c. Austin took the 
command of the colonial army, but i^.e soon thereafter yeiinquished the office, 
leaving the Mexican troops besieged at San Antonio. He never was popular 
with the turljtilent spirits m Texas ; an^^ they now got him out of their way, by 
giying him the appointment of Commissioner to procure further aid, both phy- 
sical and pecuniary, fro^JQ the United States."! No sooner were the rebel 
Texrans fairly in arms against the Mexican Government, upon the hypocritical 
pretext of attachmeiit to the constitution of 1824, — a constitution they had 
evaded and violated, than the press of the United States pounded the note of 
preparation for a grand attempt to effect the overthrow of the Mexican autho- 
rity in Texas, and annex that fertile region to the United States. The most 
glowing appeals were made to the citizens for supplies of arms and ammuni- 
tion, loans of money, and the raising of volunteer corps ; anf^ such descriptions 
were given of the coimtry to be conquered, as were likely to tempt the cupidity 
of all classes. The appeal was not made in vain. A wide sympathy; with the 
Anglo-Saxon Texians was every where created^ and liberal supplies of money 
and liien were xjbtaincd. Cornmissioners from Texas travelled through the 
United States holding meetings, attending dinners, and organizing Committees, 
every where denouncing the tyranny of the Mexicans, and imploring the sym- 
pathy and aid of the United States' people. The giddy, the adventurous,' the 
avaricious, and the warlike, eagerly embarked in the guilty crusade. Large 
oilers of land wei'& made to such as volunteered in the revolutionary army, and 
the land speculators, in all directions, did their Uitmost to fan the flame, laiow- 
ing, that upon the issue of the contest depended the value of their assumed 
title to the broad acres of which they had become, many of them, the fraudulent 
claimants. 

Ail tliis wias pemiittcd by the United States' Government, notwithstanding 
the exi)ticit language of treaties and laws. The following may be cited. In tlie 
first article of a treaty, concluded April 5th j 1831, it is provided 

"There^ shall be iirm, inviolabitj, universal peace^ and true and sincere 
friendship between the United States of America, and the United Mexican 
States, in all the extent of their possessions and territories, iind between their 
people and citizens respedivQly^ without distinetion of persons or places." 

The thirty-fourth article of this treaty farther declares : — 

" If any one, or more, t^ftfche ^sifeens of either party, shall infringe any of the 
articles of this treaty, su^h citiif^^is s'hall be hold personally responsible for tlic 
same." ■ ' ■ ' -.-j- ■ o 

Again, the following sections are taken from an act of Congress, of April 
•20th, 1818:— • 

Sec. 4S. "If any citizen of the United States shall, within the territory or 



* For the iihovo pxlnxi;^ ami much besides that is contained in tiiis f^peech, I am indebted to u 
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jHi'iisdictioAi tiieveoi', accept ov cxcrciwe a comiiussion to Mcrve a people, &c., in 
war, against; a people, &:e,, vvith wliom the United States are ai; peace, .such 
j>ersoTi shall be deemed guilty of a high misdciiieanov,"' &c. 

Sec. 49. if any pornon., &c., Khali enlist, &c„ or hire, or retain another per- 
son, &c., to go beyond the limit.s, &c., of the United States, with intent to be 
enlisted or entered in the service of any foreij^n people, &c., every per«on .so 
offending shall be deemed gnilty of a hi[i^h Tnisdemeanor." 

Sec. o3, "If any person hIuiII, within the territory, &c., of tlie Ui>.ited Statey, 
begin, or .set on toot, or provide ov jsrepare the jneans for any military expedi • 
tioii or enterprise to be carried on trom thence, against the territory, &c., of a 
people with whom the United States are at peace, any person m ofiending 
shall be deemed gnilty of a high misdemeanor," &c. 

In the enthusissm excited in behalf of the rebel Tcxiansj even the females of 
the United States shared, and Committees of ladies in the Slave-holding State.-; 
were appointed for the purpose of equipping regiment.^, styling them-seivcs 
The Ladies' Cavalry,"—" The Ladies' Legion," &c. 

On the 1st of April, 1833, an army headed by Santa Aima, in person, entered 
Texas ; the Pre.«ident wa.s at fir.st successful, but on the 21st of the uionth, the 
rising, of the river Brazos, cutting of'vis retreat to the main body of liis army, 
he was taken prisoner, and the victory '.vas gained by the Texians. 

Let me here notice the conduct exhibited by the United States' Govorament. 
We have seen that treaties werCi violated, and laws .set at namght with im- 
punity, by the permjission given to "commissioners," "agents," demagogues, 
and other pliant tools of the designing Slave-holders, to traveriue the country 
an(^ raise supplies of every kind for men who were enacting treason against a 
Cio\/ernment they were hound, by every tie of duty and gratitade, to respect 
and obey. General Jackson winked at these things, and professed to think 
them inevitable and unavoidable, and stoutly maintained that the intentions of 
the Government were paciiic. While the Abolitionists were every where de- 
nounced and exposed to the most eminent peril for pleading in behulf of 
the liberty of two millions and a half of American born citizens, the tyrant.s 
and traitors of Texas were every where welcomed and caressed. The laws 
were doubly violated by extremes of conduct. Wit;h reference to the Aboli- 
tionists, it was violated by the passage of gao i«aw3 and the felonious inferce]^- 
tion of their publications, and in the case of the Texians by permitting their 
agents and friends to make the United St^^tes the theatre &f their preparatioiUvS 
for the dismemberment of a country with which the United States were at 
peace. The celebrated Aaron Burr,' once Vice-President of the United State.«, 
was tried for high treason for an alleged offence of a character precisely similar 
to the acts which have been committed every day for the last year, by distin- 
guished citizens of the United States, and even members of the Government. 
Let us see how geueralJackson proved the .sincerity of his professions. No 
sooner were the Tcsxians in arms, than under pretence of defending the frontier 
from the effects of an Indian war, General Gaines was deispatched with an army 
to the bank of the Sabine river, and a million of dollars placed at the disposal 
of the President in case of an emergency. General Gaines having safely reach- 
ed the eastern bank of the boundary river, soon receiv'ed orders to cross with 
his men and station himself at Nac^jgdoehes, a town .seventy mihts within the 
Mexican territory^ A more bare-faced invasion of a foreign country was never 
committed. No sooner had General Gaines reached Nacogdoches, than large 
numbers of his men, in full uniform, and well stocked with arms and ammuni- 
tion, all paid for by the United States ; deserted to the Teximi armf/, commanded 
by General Houston, a bosom friend of General Jackson's ! Iji vain did the 
Mexican minister at Washington, remonstrate against such fla^ant conduct. 
He was from time to time put off by plausible excuses ; until, filled with dis- 
gust, he asked permission to depart, leaving behind him aprote.st against the 
conduct of the united States' Government, calculated to raise a blush of shame 
upon the cheek of every citizen of that country, not lost to every feeling of iion- 
our and consistency. I shall here read a few passages from the brilliant and 
high-toned speech of John Quincy Adams, the ex- President of^the United 
States, delivered in. Congres.s in May last. Let me fir.st ob.serve, that the United 
States' Government has recently shown a iixed determination to go to war 
with Mexico, and by the overwhelming force of the war-like power of the 
United States, cni.sh the Mexican nation, rather than see the 1 esiau.s over- 
come by the Government ft"om which they have revolted. 

You have been, if you are notnow, at the very point of a war withMcxiro-— 
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.1 wur, I am son-ylo say, m far as public rniuouv may be credited, «tiiaulated by 
provocations on our part from the very connnexiceiuont of this administrationf 
down to t^ie recent authority given to General Gaim'« to invade th e Mujiiciui 
t'?vritory. it is said that one of the earliest acts of this administvation ^vaa £t 
proposjii, made at a time wlien tliere was already much ill-lmmour in Mexico 
against the United States, that she should cede to the United States ii very large 
portion of her territory — large enough to constitute nine States equal in extent, 
to Kentucky. It musi be confessed that a device better calculated to produce 
jealousjy, suspicion, ill-'will, and hatred, could not have been contrived. It i« 
further aflinned that this overture, otfensive in itself, was made precisely at the 
time when a swarm of colonists from these United States were covering the 
Mexican border with land-jobbing, and with Slaves, introduced in defiance of 
the Mexican laws, by which Slavery had been abolished throughout that Republic. 

" The war now raging in Texas 'is a Mexican civil war, and a war for the re- 
establishment of Slavery where it was abolisl\/sd. It is not a servile war, but a 
war between Slavery and Emancipation, and every possible effort has beeu 
made to drive us into the war, on the side of Slavery. 

«> y » « « « 

"It has struck me as no inconsiderable evidence of the spirit which is spurring 
us into this war of aggression, of conquest, and of Slave-making, that all the fires 
of ancient, hereditary national hatred aae to be kindled, to familiarize us with; 
the ferocious spirit of rej oicing at the massacre of prisoners in cold blood. Sir, 
is there not yet hatred enough between the races w'iuch compose your Southern 
population and the population of Mexico, their next neighbour, but you must 
back eight hundred or a thousand years, and to another hemispliere, for the 
fountains of bitterness between you and them ? What is the temper of feeling 
between the component parts oi' your own Southern jiopulation, between your 
Anglo-Saxon, Norman French, and Moorish Spanish inhabitants of Louisiana, 
Mitsissippi, A vkansaj:, and Missouri ? — between them all:and the Indian savage, 
the original jjossessor of the land from which jou are scourging him already, 
back to the toot of the Rock>j Mountains? What between tliem all and tfic 
native Amei-ican negro, of Airican origin, whom they are holding in cruel bond- 
age ? Are these elements of harmony, concord, and patriotism between the 
component parts of a nation starting upon a crusade of conquest ? And what 
are the feelings of all this motley compound of your Southern population towards 
the compound equally heterogeneous of the Mexican population ? Do not you, 
an Anglo-Saxon, Slave-holding exterminator of Indians, from, the bottom of 
your soul, Iiate the^Blexican-Spaniard-Indiau, emancipator of Slaves and abol- 
isher of Slavery ? And do you think that your hatred is not with equal cordiality 
retunied? Go to the city of Mexico, ask any of your fellow- citizens w-ho have 
been there for the last three or four years, whether they scarcely dare show their 
faces., as Anglo-Americans, in the streets. Be assurers Sir, that however 
heartily you detest the Mexican, his bosom buras with an equally deep seated 
detestation of you. 

"And this is the nation with which, at the instigation of yom* Executive G overn- 
ment, you are now rushing into war — into a war of conquest; commenced by 
aggression on your part^i and for the re-establishment of Slavery, where it has 
been abolished, throughout the Mexican .Republic. _ 

,* « * J * * » ■ 

In that war, Sir, the banners offreedotn will be the banners of Mexico ; and 
your banners, i blush to speak the word, will be the banners of Slavery. But 
will your foreign %var for this be with Mexico alone ? No, Sir. As the weaker 
party, Mexico, when the j'ontest shall have once begun, will look abroad, as 
well as among your Negroes and your Indians^ for assistance. Neither Great 
Britain nor France will suffer you to make such a conquest from Mexico ; no, 
nor even to annex the independent State of Texas to your confederation, with- 
out their interposition. ^' on will have an Anglo-Saxon intertwined with a 
Mexican war to wage. Great Britain may have no serious objection to the 
independence of Toxas^ and may be willing enough to take her under her pro- 
tection, as a barrier both against Mexico and against you. But, as aggrandise- 
ment to you, Bhe will not readily suffer it ; and, above all, she will not suffer 
you to acquire it by conquest and the re-establishment of Slavery. Urged on 
by the irresistible, overwhelming torrent of public opinion, Great Britain has 
recently, at a cost of one hundred niillioris of dollars, which her people have 
joyfully paid, abolished Slavery throughout all her Colonies in the West Indies, 
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After setting mc\\ a,yi examylo, .s!ie will not — ii; iw iinpoH.Mil)le that r^he shoulii-- 
oi«ud by 'Mid witness u. war for the re-establishment of Slavery where it had 
been for years abolished, aiul situatett tlmfi in the isnicediate neighbourhood oi' 
her islands. She will tell you, that if you must liave TesaH aa a member of 
your confederacy, it must be without ttu? taint or the trammels of Slavery ; and 
If you will wage a war to haudcutf and fetter your fellov%'-man, she will wage 
the v/ar against ycm to break Ma chains. Sir, what a figure in the eyes of nti^i- 
Ic^nd, would you make, in deadly conflict with (ireat Britain : she, fighting the 
battles of Emancipation, and you the battles of Slavery ; she« tlxe benefactress, 
and you the oppressor, of human kind ! In such a' war, the enthusiasm of 
Emancipation, too, would unite vast numbers of her people in aid of the 
national rivalry, and all her natural jealousy against our aggrandisement. No 
war was ever so popular in England as that war would ]>c against Slavery, the 
Slave-trade, and the Anglo-Saxon descendant from her own loins. ' 

"z\t this time circimistances have changed, popular revolutions, both in France 
and Great Britain, have, perhaps, curbed the spirit of congaest in Great Britain, 
and France may have enough to do to govern her kingdom of Algiers. But 
Spain ia again convulsed, with a civil war for the succession to her crown ; she 
has irretrievably lost all her colonies in hoth continents of America. It is im- 
possible tkat she should hold much longer a shadow of dominion over the islands 
of Cuba and Porto Rico ; nor can those islands, in their present condition, form 
independent nations, capable of protecting themselves. They must for ages 
remain at the mercy of Great Britain, or of the^^e United States, or of both. 
Great Britain is even now about to interfere in this war for the Spanish succes- 
sion. If, by the wtter imbecility of the Mexican confederacy, this revolt of Texas 
.should lead immediately to its separation from that Republic, and its annexa- 
tion to the United States, I believe it iinpossible that Groat Britain should look 
on \Vitli indifference while this operation is peribrming. She will see that it 
must shake Iier whole colonial povf cr on this continent, in the G ulf of Mexico, 
and in the Carribean Seas, like an earthquake ; she will see too that it endan- 
gers her own abolition of Slavery in lier own colonies. A war for the restora- 
tion of Slavery where it has been abolished, if successful in Texas, must extend 
over all Mexico ; and the example will threaten her with imminent danger of 
a war of colours in her own islands. She will take possession of Cuba and 
of Porto Rico, by cession from Spain, or by the batteries from her wooden walls ; 
and if you ask her by what authority she tias done it, she will ask you in return, 
by what authority you have extended your sea coast from the Sabine to the Rio 
Bravo. She will ask you a question more perplexing, namely, by what authority 
you, with freedom, independence, and democracy upon your lips, are waging a 
war of extermination to forge new manacles and fetters, instead of those which 
are falling from the hands and feet of men. She will carry Emancipation and 
Abolition with her in every fold of her i!ag ; while your stars, ag they increase in 
numbers, will be overcast with the murky vapours of oppression ; and the only 
portion of your banners visible to the eye, will be the blood-stained stripes of 
the task-master." (Loud cheers.) 

In proof of the truth of Mr Adams's statement of the object of the war in 
Texas, as well as in support of the resolutions, I , shall presently read, — I shall 
cite an authority of the highest kind, — I shall make the Texians theiasewes 
declare their ultimate intentions. Let me crave special attention to an extract 
from the Constitution adopted by the Texians a few months ago. I shall not 
here attempt to characterize it ais it deserves, but leave it without note or com- 
ment, to be considered by every freeman and lover of the species, without respect 
of colour. 

"Section IX. — All persons of colour who were Slaves for life previous to their 
emigration to Texas, and who are now held in bondage, shall remain in (he 
tike state of servitude, provided the said Slave shall be the bona Jide PROPEnxv 
of the |T«rson so holding said Slave as aforesaid. Con^'ess shall pass no lavjs to 
prohibit emigrants from the United St&,tes of Americalrom bringing their Slaves 
into the Republic with them, and holding them by the same tenure by which 
such Slaves were held in the United States; ncr shall Congress have power 
TO Emancipate Slaves ; nor shall any Slave-holder be allowed to Emancipate his or 
her Slave or Slaves, without the consent of Congress, unless he or shft shall 
send his or hier Slave or Slaves without the Ihnits of the Republic. No free 
person of Jfrican descent, either in whole or wr^, shall be permitted to resids^ 
P.ermanently in the Republic, with, the consent of the Congress ; and the importa- 
tion or admission of Africans or Negroes into the Rejmblic, excepting froji 



THi: Uxivr.n Statks ov A.Mr.uii'.u is fov ever pvohibited, and tledav«ul to 
jiiraoy.' ' 

Let me also \)ui on record the deliV*ciatt' opinions of the Abolitionists of 
Anioiioa on this siibjet t. 

At tlie Annual Meeting' of t]io Ainericiui Anti-Slavery Society, New York, 
M ivy, 1330:— 

" On tlie motion of (jJ eruit Smith, Esq., — liesolved, That it is evident thattlie 
in-esent -stnigj^le in Texas against the Government of Mexico is mainly for the 
extension and perpetuity of Slavery, and therefore deserves the stvongo:jt repro- 
bation of the friends of liberty and humanity ; and that we fnlly believe that 
the independence of Texas, or its requisition by om- Government nnder these 
if;ircumstances, would be mournfully disastrous to the cause of the coloured 
race, — of Liljerty, Republicanism, and Christianity." 

The following was passed at the Anniversary of the New York State Anti- 
Slavery Society, October, 1836: — 

" Resolved, That we recognize in the Texian rebellion a scheme for robbing- 
Mexico of her territory, for the purpose of re-establishiu'j Slavery upon it ; and 
that we regard the exclusive privilege of supplying the Slave-market of Texas, 
recently granted to this country, as an insult tG the moral sense of the nation, 
and also as a bribe to facilitate the admission into the American Union of a 
loathsome republic, -wliich, while pretending tittachment to liberty, is seeking 
to establish and perpetuate the most horrible and abominable despotism." 

The following are resolutions and a memorial adopted at a large and import- 
ant Anti-Slavery Convention, held in Harrisburg, the capital of Pennsylvania, 
in February, 1837, and attended by upwards of 160 delegates from all jiarti of 
the State. The Convention was called to form a State Anti-Slavery Society 

'•^ Resolved, That ail Anti-Slavery Societies, and friends of the cause through- 
out the United States, be requested to use projier exertions, for the dissemina- 
tion of ccirect information upon the subject of the contemplated ?e- establish- 
ment of Slavery in Ti^xas, &c., and also that they endeavotiF to impress on the 
^r»inds of the people generally a sense of the danger which menaces our free 
institutions from that source. 

" Resolved, That the following memorial and remonstrance be presented to 
the Congi'ess of the United States, at as early a period as may be practicable, 
during the present session of that body : — 

MEMORIAL. 

" To the Senate and H,^use of Representatives, of the United States 

of America, in Congress assembled, 
" The memorial of the Convention for the formation of an Anti-Slavery 
Society for the State of Pennsylvania, assembled at Harrisburg, re- 
spectfully showeth : 
" That your memorialists have learned with sorrow and alarm, that a pro- 
position is at this time before your honourable body, to recognize the indepen- 
dence of the Government assumed to be estaljlishedby the insurgents of Texas. 
Against this measure, your memorialists in behalf of tbemseU'es, of the thous- 
ands whom they represent, and of the principles long cherished by the people 
of Pennsylvania; in the name of liberty, justice, and humanity, enter their 
SOLEMN AND UNITED PROTEST. 

" Facts incontrovertible, \%hich bave come to the knowledge of your memo- 
rialists, warrant the belief that the insurrection in Texas, has been aided by 
citizens of the United States, that its main object, the grand cause of the 
movement, as evinced by the sentiments and conduct of its advocates, and by 
the very constitution of their assumed Government, is the establishment of 
domestic Slavery, the re-opening of an immense Slave-market — to set up anew 
the shambles for human flesh, where the abhorrent traffic had been arrested 
and abolished by the legitimate authorities of Mexico— and finally, t« annex 
the territory to the United States. From a regard to the national honour ; for 
the character of the age in which we live; bytbeir obligations to posterity; 
and above all, to the God of justice, yom* memorialists feel themselves balled 
upon as Pennsylvanians, the representatives of freemen and Christians, to offer 
their strong remonstrance against any act on the part of the country of which 
they are citizens, which shall sanction or recognize a Government which owes 
its origin to the base and unhallowed purpose of re-establishing Slavery upon 
the sou of liberty. 



" Voiir nuntioriuliMts, iherefuiv, iv.-ipiH t fully hwi ras'uostly cntrcut, your hon- 
ourable body, to vcjert tlio in'opositioji lor tiu' recogiutioit of the Ciovoi uaieiit 
js-^umed to be cstablinlu'd by the hisuvaci.ls. oT 'i'exus, an well as nil atteuipt'^ 
that limy he nuide to eoiiuect it with the United States, smd us in duty bound 
we will cvev pray, &c. 

Signed in behalf of the CoHveiitioa, 

"F. J U LUIS LE MOYNK, Puksidknt." 

Tlie following is from the Boston Coiiricr of May 23d, IS'SG. Thi.s paper is 
opposed to the Abolitionists ;■— 

" Slavkuv in Tkxas. — Some people are, or alTect to he, much surprised that 
the ivoufchern and south-western members of Congress are unaniinous in their 
wish that Texas majr become an independent State. The problem, if it he one, 
is of easy sohition. If it can be severed from the Mexican government, it will 
he a vast Slave-market — we had almost said, a menagerie for the production of 
BLACK cattle. If it can be united to our Republic, it would he, ere the lapse of 
many y^ears, cut Tip into several new States, with constitutions like those of 
Arkansas and Missouri, entailing upon the coloured population eternal Slavery. 
The north and the west ought to raise its voice against such a project, which, if 
successful, would subject them for ever to the domination of the Slave-lsolding 
States." 

The B7tffalo Spectator says, — "We regard the conduct of the Texians in tl^e 
light of a rebellion, and believe their object is to bstaklish and PEBPETUATf; 
SLAVERY AND EXTEND THR ST.AVE-THADE. Tliis is our deliberate conviction, and 
we express it without hesitation, believing that the friends of humanity and 
true liberty are called upon to expose the iniquitous schemes that are carried 
on in that country, under a pi'etence of ' a struggle for liberty against cruel 
oppression.''" 

The Boston Afhts^ — another paper opposed to the aholitionists, enquires,—^ 
"And who are the leaders in this 'heroic struggle?' General Houston, once 
governor of Tennessee, but since that, a chief of the Cherokees, a miserable 
vagabond and brawler, lately enacting Lyncli's Law at Waslrlngton, now the 
apostle of Texian freedom. Robert Potter, once a member of Congress, but 
infamous throughout the union for his bloody brutality, and miiversal scoun- 
drelism — lately the tenant of a state prison— expelled with scorn and contempt 
fi'om the legislature of North Carolina — ' now a great character' in Texas. Add 
to these, all the murderers, swindlers, and horse thieves, who have iied the 
Southern States for the last ten years, and the list of Texian heroes will be 
complete. 

" Thcf-e people may be, in the opinion of North Americans, fit to instruct the 
poor benighted Mexicans, in the science of iiberty and good government ; but 
the only discoveries they have yet offered to introduce among them, are Slavery 
and Lynch's Law^ — two grand republican panaceas, of which if Mexicans can- 
not yet apprehend the sublime merits, the extreme darkness of their ignorance 
must be their excuse." 

Yet in such a cause the following language is employed in an address to the 
Texian army, composed of the filth and ofTscouring of the United States : — 

" Let then every patriot and soldiet^ every worthy citizen who abhors the 
name of traitor, and contemns the vile epithet of coward, rally to the call 
promptly around the unfurled banner of freedom : let him repair with impatient 
zeal to the theatre of his nation's glory, and there snatch, upon the briiak of 
danger, fame for himself and safety for his country. The dastard who lingers 
behind may live to fatten upon the fruits of his recreancy, but when he dies he 
rots in infamy to the joy of all : whilst the noble hero, who makes his bosom 
the bulwark of a peoi)le's libert5\ will find a rich reward for toil and valour, in 
the thanks of a gratefui land, and the smiles of its high-toned beauty. If he 
fall in the holy cause, he will still survive in the affections of his comrades, and 
his name will gather glory with the flight of ages. 

Each little rill, each mountain rivci". 
Rolls mingled v/ith his fame for ever.' 

" Citizens of the Red Lands ! You are looked to for aid in this second struggle 
for independence. Your contributions, heretofore, have not been ))roportionate 
to your population. Few of you have participated in the toils ?.ind glory of the 



ati'iic.'. Your lioiaesa have been exempt I'nun the caiiukiitie.'j of war; for that ex- 
emption yo\i m\'. iiulftbted to tbe ^;iilltvutry of youv move exjiosed and Huilcrinf^ 
I'ounh'yiiiea. Whutove'-' (nfcufiti'ttmceji liiay have restrained you before, tbere 
cau remain no veasoua to witbhoUl you now. We 'know yonr conrage. Yorir 
fikiii in arms is fomiliar to m alJ. Yoni- covtutvy requires tbo iaimcdiate eKhi- 
bition of both; lot botli be displayed wiien the great and deciMive battle vv^hicln 
is pendin<jf .shall be fongbt ; and Texas is free, sovereign, and independent ! 
Hold not back, I adjure you, by evei*y principle of iionoui', of /i;nititudc, and of 
patriotism. If any man amongst you ])rove a recreant now, let biui be sii<;^ma-- 
tized, treat him as an outcast, ai!.'d let a na.tion'.s contempt re.st like a black 
cloud upon hii-s name- The call en masse let all obey, and all will be well. ^ 

Ileferring to sotne who had fallen in battle he says, — Their gloi'ified spirits, 
still hovering round the home of their patriotic devotion, call upon you to sus- 
tain the independence which they have consecratedby their martyrdom, and to 
recompense with merited vengeance the wrong-s they have endured from a per- 
fidious and dastard enemy." 

Such falsehood and impiety fill the mind with hoiTor and disgust, and vi'^e 
turn from the scene to weep over the wickedness and inconsistency of man. 
Who can read the following song of Slave-drivers, fighting for the privilege of 
buying and selling human flesh, without a feeling of irrepressible indignation. 
Such conduct brmgs republicanism into contempt, and tmls with scorn the lip 
of every European despot : — 

TEXAS WAR SONG. 

Wake ' ye sons of Texas wake ! 

God and freedom eaU you now, 
Life and honour are at stake. 

Will ye to a tyrant bow ? 
Will ye kiss the cruel chain, 

Will ye raise afetttjrtjd hand. 
Will ye" bend and crin{jr« aprain, 

Ofiapring of a favoured laud ? 

Grasp the Bword, unsheaih the blade, 

For your altars and your fires, 
God your struggling arras will aid. 

Strike as sons of valiant sires ! 
Let each blow for victory tell ; 

Curs'd be him who turns to fly. 
Raise the war-cry loud and shrill, 

Spread it— " Death or Liberty !" 

Tell the tyrants that ye scorn 
Life without its dearest tie : 

Tell them. Slaves ye were not born, 
- Tell them. Slaves ye will not die ! 

Tell thera how your 'fathers fought. 
How they conquered—how they fell, 

Point to them each honoured spot- 
Where was sung a tyrant's kaell ! 

Tell them ye can strike as sure. 

Ye have hearts as bold as tlK-y, 
Ye havo homes and altars pure, 

Rig-litJ? which none shall wrest away ; 
Arm to. arm, and side to side, 

Darfi as men to live or die ; 
Spread the watch-word, spread it wjde, 
y Shout it—" Death or Liberty !" 

- n. 

Sucli are the history and j^rincipal features of the Texan revolution. It was 
concerted by planters and hlave speculators in the Southern States, ever since 
the first permission given to Moses Austin, in the year 1820, to introduce 300 
families as colonists of a grant of land obtained from the Spanish government. 
From that time to the present moment the aggressions have been on the part of 
the colonists, under the sanction of the southern s])eculators ; and not until their 
purpose of getting a physical force into the province, which should detach it 
irom Mexico, and make it a Slave-holding state, became flagrant and undis- 
guised, had the settlers ever received aught but protection, encouragement, 
toleration and kindness from the Mexican government. They paid no taxes, 
had their Own laws and tribunals ; were allowed to profess and exercise all the 
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vciifiiou;.! they chowe, though couU-ary to ti»e Mexkuu conytiUiti.t>u ; ciijoycu nil 
the ivuiiii of a, beaaUjwl and bouiU'eous iioil, without; reiwrn or tribute *s u tl(».' 
^ovevmncrit io ^vlilcli it beloiiged, and were, vvithuut cxceptiioi^ the fvetyAt civil- 
vzeii people on the face of the earth. But the object of tlie eoioiii:air»!:( hm6 
y.j^eutM ot the Soiitii, was to make this px-oliiic province their own, and thelieid 
of anew and lucrative Negro Slavery. They have so fur succeeded, UT!d ihai'c 
is reason to fear, that Texas will be soou iiicorporated with tlie United States^ 
and rapidly settled by Shive-lioldcrs from ull the middle and Soxitliera Statey oi 
the Union. The Mexicans labour undererery possible disadvuiiiijge iu the siriij*- 
gle. Tliere is much internal derangement and conilict of purties'—lheir anny 
is comparatively ill-disci]ilined — their exchequer is exhunstt-u. They hav(* 
opposed to them the Anglo-American Texan settler, who hates the Mexica)' 
on acconat of his colour and his opposiimi to Slavery^ and who is determijicd to 
become a citizen of that part of the Continent with whicii iie .stands conuected 
by birth, blood, political connections, and Slave-holdino:. In the United Stato s« 
the Slave breeder, the Slave trader, the land speculator, and the Southern 
etatesman, are all desirous of possessing; Texas, and determined to reHort 
every means of obtaining it, not excepting a war of aggierjsiou against the 
whole Mexican ten-itory . c 

An interesting debate on thia subject took place in the House of Commons 
on the 6th of August last, occasiojied by a motion made by Mr Bavlov; Hoy, 
for an address to the Crown, to take such measures as miglit be proper lor the 
fulfilment of the existing treaty, by which thivi country wa>5 bound to co-operate 
with Mexico. He was of opinion that England ought not only to remonstrate 
with America, but have a naval force on the coast to support Mexico against 
Amei'ican aggi-essions. Unless Mexico was assisted as she ought to be by tlut^ 
country, she would fall an easy victini to the ambition of the Onited States of 
America. 

Mr Ward (formerly minister to Mexico) seconded the motion. To Texas the 
Ui?ited States had long turned covetous eyes, and to obtain possession of that 
province had been the first object of its policy. 

During his residence in Mexico, America contrived to have a proposed made 
to the Mexican Government, offering 10,000,000 cfoUars, for certain privilegen 
in Texas, and that proposition having been refused, America then proceeded 
to encourage the settlement in Texas of the refuse of her own Soutbera States, 
who took possession of the land without title, or pretension to any title, and 
thus drew into it a population exclusively Slave and American. A declaration 
of independence next followed. — That declaration issued from men recognizing 
no lawj and signed by only one Mexican, the President of the province, a man 
of talent, it was true, but who had dealt most largel;y in Texian lands, and 
sought his own advantage. He was supposed to haA'e tornied a connexion with 
some in^uential men of the American Cabinet, aiid amongst them with Mr 
Forsyth. What then had followed ? America ha%nng created a population in 
Texas in the way he had stated, and having given to it every possible assist- 
ance, a committee of foreign relations in the Senate made a Report signed by 
Mr Clay, for whom he entertained a high respect, discussing the necessity oi' 
recognizing the declaration of the independence of Texas. 

Lord Palmerston assured^ihe House of the earnest desire of the Goveminent 
to put dovsm the Slave-trade. 

His Majesty's Govei*nment had no agent in the province of Texas, and tl^ey 
had only lately received information from the British Minister at Mexico bear- 
ing on an illicit trade m Slaves, supposed to be carried on in Texas. It would be 
a great evil, much to be deplored, if the course of the civil war were to lead to 
the extension or re^establishment of Slavery. That was a matter desening 
the attention of the House. Mr Hoy's motion was finally withdrawal, A second 
debate took place on the 9tli of the present month, (March), when Mr Hoy 
moved for copies of all correspondence between the G overnment of Mexico ana 
his Majesty's Government, on the subject of Texay, from the 1st of March 
1836, to the present date ; also, of all correspondence between the Government 
of the United States of America and his Majesty's Government, on the same 
subject, for a like period. 

An animated debate followed, and the House evinced a feeling of just indig- 
nation against the conduct of the Texiaus, and the party in the United Statef? 
now^aiding them in their uxirighteous s^tniggle. On one of the s])eakers observ- 
ing tliat it would be the duty of the House to vemonstlrate with the Gove^nmcj.t 
of the Unitpd States, he was loudly cheered. 
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in coiiclusioH. It is tlio solemn duty of the friends. lOftVeedoiK in thiy country, 
to lift up their voice and boldly denounce the measures of the United States in 
i;efei'eiice to Texas. It is the 'duty of the Government to enforce the treaties 
for the suppression of the Slave traffic, and it is the duty of every Abolition 
Society to record its .strong disapprobation of a scheme for perpetuating the 
horrors of Slavery and the Slave-trade. 

This speech, in which is incorporated so much iiisportant historical informa- 
tion, svas listeiied to with the deepest attention ; and the frequent impassioned 
appeals of Mr Thompson on behalf of the Slave, were responded to by the 
meetinn;- in repeated bursts of applause. 

Mr Thompson then moved the toUovying Resolutions : — 

Resolved^ — " That it appears fully evident to this Society, that the struggle to 
achieve the Independence of Texas, is not a struggle for the acquirement or 
maintenance of Civi.]l and Religious Liberty, but lor the privilege of holding 
Slaves^ and caiTying on the Slave-trade ; and that the triumph of the Texian 
arms would, therefore, , be calamitous to the Cause of Universal Freedom! 

"That the \)ih Sectioii of the Constitution adopted by the revolted Texians, 
demonstrates vhe inconsistency and falsehood of their profession of attachment 
to the principles of righteous" liberty, — is an infamous avid wicked document, 
rc/lecting the deepest disgrace upon its fraiuers, and deserving the unmitigated 
execration of mankind. : . 

" That the offer made by the Texiaus to the United States, of an exclusive 
monopoly of the Trade in Slaves, should have been resented as a. gross insult 
to the moral sense of the nation ; and that its acceptance is a melancholy proof 
of the deadening and demoralizing influence of the Slave system ; 

" That we rf^gard with the highest admiration and respect, the exalted and 
independent conduct of the Honourable John Quincv Adams, in the United 
States' Congress, in pleading for the Emancipation of the Slave, and in expos- 
ing the very suspicious conduct of the United States' Government, in regard to 
Mexico and Texas." < , - 

Dr. KiDsroN having now come forward, moved the resolution assigned him — 
and said, 

Mr Chairman, and my friends whom I now address, — I consented to take pari 
in the proceedinji^s of this meeting somewhat reluctantly, in compliance with the 
solicitation of friends whom I highly esteem, and whose exertions in behalf of the 
injured, the enslaved, the oppressed, are approved of by all who have been taught 
ot God to love their neighbours as themselves ; and which is ofinfiuiteiy greater 
importance, "of the High and Holy One, who iuhabiteth eternity; who hath 
looked down from the height of His Sanctuary to , hear the groaning of the pris- 
oner," who hath proclaimed His compassion, saying, " For the oppression of the 
])oor, for the sighing of the needy, now will I arise. I will set him in safety 
from him that pufleth at Mm." 

it was. Sir, with reluctance that I engaged to address this assembly on the 
present occasion. It is not that I am indifferent to the benevolent object which 
you contemplate and prosecute, — the total asd final abolition of slavery 

TH ROUGHOUT THE WHOLE EXTENT OF THIS LITTLE WORLD ; Or that J do not apprOVe 

of the measures which you have adopted and pr^>pose to adopt for this purpose. 
1 am a decided friend of unqualified abolition ; and in coinmon with you, and 
all the members of this Society, X feel and acknowledge myself boimd by the 
law of eternal righteousness, to do what I can to break the unholy bonds in 
which our sal^e brethren are held, that the oppressed may go free ; and to rescue 
our brethren, hj whom they are held in bondage, (whose's£in like cup is white,) 
to rescue them from the heaven-daring and heaven-provoking iniquity with 
which they are chargeable. I will net say that there are none who more earnestly 
desire that your labours shall speedily be crowned with success. I must know 
the hearts of all the friends of the Slave who surround me ; and of the millions 
with Whom, not fhe British empire only, but many other lands, are replenished ; 
and their hearts I must compare with my o^vn, before I can be prepared to 
make such a sweeping statement, and J must have ascertained,^3ny superiority 
to all others before I can have any title to pay myself such a high compliment. 
I regret that in the cause of siaffering and degraded humanity, humanity 
degraded and suffering in body arid in soul, 1 regret that I do not feel an interest 
warmer by much. But this I do say in truth, that from the heart I bid you God 
speed ; and may " they who go hj say, The blessing of the Lord be uponyou ; we 
b jvve blessed you in the name of'^ the Lord. Let them shout for joy and be glad 
t'iMt favour our righteous causo, and lot the beauty of the I-.ord onr God be upon 



IIS ; and ostablisli tl.oit tlio work of our hands vipou ns, yea, the work of haiuls, 
O Lord, establish thou it." 

My aversion to take a promineut part in the proceedings of this Society muMt 
l.>e traced to a very different source. I was not trained in my early days to ex- 
liibitions of this kind; and I say nothing bnt what I feei, when I state, that my 
younger brethren are much better qualified to address such an assembly as this, 
and on such an occasion as the present. 1 am not good at malciug platform 
speeches, and 1 do not like the employment ; and I cannot divest myself of the 
impression, that I now stand in the place v/hich might be occupied more efli- 
cieutly by another, oif whom, by my feeble voice, silence is, for the present, 
imposed. In spite of all my aversion,, 1 resolved to comply with the request of 
yoiu" Committee ; and 1 am confident, that in spite of all the homeliness and 
plainness of my uspeech, I shall be favoured with an indulgent and an attentive 
hearing; I do not say with a patient hearing, for of your patience I do not in- 
tend to make any sevei'e trial. 

The Resolution which I hold in my hand, and which I shall have the honour 
to propose, is the following ;—- " That in conformity with the i resolutions," &c., 
we shall remonstrate "with the people of the United States of America, 
especially with Christian professors there."* — That we shall remonstrate with 
them on the Sla very which continues to pollute that land of lilierty, — on this foul 
blot, which darkens and disgraces her escutcheons. When you adopt this 
Hemonstrance, and send it across the Atlantic^ you carry into eftect the Resolu- 
tion unanimously and solemnly adopted at the last Public Meeting of the Glas- 
gow Emancipation Society. The Remonstrance now submitted for your approval , 
appears perfectly to accord with the spirit and the design of your previous 
Resolutiim. The expediency of this measm*e on om* part, and the benefit likely 
to be derived from it by our brethren in America, were stated and illustrated oil 
that occasion, and on this subject we were all of one mind ; on these topics, 
tlierefore, I shall not enlarge. 

There are two questions which I shall ])ropose and answer. The first is this, 
Is it our duty to take an interest in the condition of the two millions and a half 
of our brethren in the United States of America, who wear the unrighteous, 
the galling yoke of Slavery, and to da wliat we can for their Emancipation ? 
Every one of those whom'l address has already answered this question to him- 
self. It can admit of no answer but one, — that as men, and as Christians, we 
are bound by the law of heaven's Eternal King, to do what we can for the pur- 
pose of rescuing our brethren from Slavery ; of I'aisi ng them to the dignity of 
men, by making them free ; of resciiit^g their proprietors from the crime and the 
guilt of holding in bondage men and women and children, whom God has made 
of the same blood as themselves ; whose souls are immortal, and equally pre- 
cious as their iown ; who with themselves are heirs of eternal misery or of eternal 
blessedness, is, I think, a self-evident truth, and must universally be acknow- 
ledged. Would to God^that on this subject the conduct of mankind were in Ml 
accordance with the principles which they must, which they do acknowledge » 
While our attentioix was not directed to tlie condition of the enslaved millions in 
the States of America^ ignorance pleads for us, and to a great extent is an 
apology for our apathy and indolence. This excuse can no longer be urged. 
From the eastern shores of the broad AtlantiCj the cry of the ensla\'ed, the 
oppressed, the miserable, has been wafted to the British Isles. It is loud, 
piercing, bitter melancholy. This doleful voice is accompanied by th^ sighs 
and entreaties of many thousands of our brethren in America, (that their num- 
ber is rapidly increasing, we have heard with unmingled satisfaction,) who weep 
over the miseries of their enslaved brethren, and the wickedness of their country, 
the laws of which sanction this flagrant violation of the law of God, mi6. the 
rights of many, and the chartei* of American independence, and who w ill be 
encouraged, comfos'ted, and strengthened, by our sympathy and co-operation. 
Shall we stop our ears and shut our bowels against the cry of our degraded and 
suffering brethren ? Can this be our duty,, to our God or to them ? Shiall onr 
cotnpassion evaporate in a passing sigh ? This sigh the winds of heaven will 
not carry to America ; and thougn they B'ere to waft it over the ocean, what 
would it avail the wretclied sufferers ? We mustbe verily guilty concerning our 
brethren, in that if when we hear of the anguish of their souls and the suftemig.s 
of their iiesh, we refuse to do what we can for their Emancipation. "If thou 
forbear to deliver them that ai'e drawn into death, and tliose that are ready to 
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be slji-iw : Ifthou say est, V/e knew it not; dutii not He tlmt poiulereth the heart 
consider? and He that keepeth thy soul doth not Be know ? and shall not He 
render to every man according to his works ?" 

The second qnetition to which X refer is this, What can we do for onr enslaved 
brethren in America ? Thisqnestion yonhave answeredpractically to a certain 
extent. That something may he done, is proved by the most satisfactory 
evidence, the evidence of fact and deed. Yon have declared your resolu- 
tion to continue united, and to agitate until Slavery shall cease throughout 
the world. You have said of this monstrous evil as Rome decreed concerning 
Carthage — Slavery must be blotted cut; and you have resolved to persevere, until 
it shall be said of Sla^-ery, as it was of Carthage — Slavery has been.) but now it 
exists not ; it has been wiped from the face of the earth, and is not known but in 
the page of history . You have invited other societies to take part with you in 
this noble enterprize, and the invitation has been cheerfully accepted. Jn con- 
junction with other afiiliated societies, you sent an agent to America that 
your sentiments and feelings might, by the living voice, be sounded in living 
ears, and conveyed to living hearts. Unappalled by threatenings and dangers; 
unsubdued by labour and fatigue, he has faithfully performed the diftlcult, the^ 
hazardous work assigned to him; he has returned unscathed from the land of 
liberty and of Slavery ; w^e have received him safe and sound ; he has given an 
account of his stewardship ; we have unanimously) 'approved of his diligence and 
fidelity, and we rejoice in the success of his mission. Shall w^e congratulate 
ourselves that we have done all that w^e can — tljat so far as we are concerned, 
the work is completed ? Shall we fold our arms; and quietly sit still, and " look 
on the day of our brother, in the da^ that he became a stranger? shall we look 
on their calamity in the day of their affliction ?" and shall our bowels not be 
moved? No, no. This ivork of mercy has indeed had a beginning, and little 
m,ore can be said. Shall we sound the tocsin of war and commence a crusade 
against the Slave-holders in America, or against the United States, because 
Slavery is there permitted to sway a sceptre of war over millions of irationai 
beings, our brethren according to the flesh ? The thought be far from us and our 
coadjutors. We have proclaimed war, and we are engaged in a warfare, not 
against the persons of cur brethren in America, (greatly to blame in this matter 
though we hold them to be,) we love them as brethren, and we give a decided 
proot of our love, when we seek their welfare in this world and in the w^orld to 
cooje; when we beseech them by the mercies of God, and the kindness of 
humanity, that they "shall break every yoke, and let the oppressed go free." 
The warfare in which we are engaged is against sin and crime, and gttj,lt and 
wretchedness; and this warfare we prosecute after the example, and in the spirit 
of Him who " came not to destroy men's lives, but to save. The weapons of 
OUT warfare are not carnal. They are not swords and spears, and muskets, and 
cannon. They are reason and benevolence, and justice, and truth, and religion. 
We address ourselves to the understanding, the conscience, and the hearts of 
onr brethren. It is a bloodless, a peaceful, and a peacemaking victory which 
'ive labour to achieve. It is in our heart to win our erring brethren to ourselves 
and to righteousness, " by converting them from the error of their way," that 
the blessing of many who are ready to perish, of the oppressed set free, may 
come upon them ; and the blessing of that G od who is " a refuge forthe oppress- 
ed ; a refuge in time of tronble." We wish to crown them with the laurels of 
victory, when in their hearts and in their land, the knowledge and the acknow- 
ledgment of their duty tiud Christian love, shall triumph over deep-rooted pi^ 
judice, sordid selfishness, and other perverse principles, to which Slavery in 
these States owes its origin, and by which it has been so long perpetuated; This 
is the object which your Remonstrance contemplates ; and wfth this object its 
spirit and its language happily corresponds. Reproof is admmistered, not in 
enmity, but in love. When you reprove your brethren with whom you remon- 
strate, you obey the law of the imiversal Lord, which speaketh expressly on 
this subject, " Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thy heart ; — thou shalt in any 
wise rebiike thy brother, and not suffer sin upon him." All who with us " name 
the name of Christ," all at least "who have received the love of the truth, that 
thsy may be s? ved," know the voice of Him who hath spoken, saying, " Faith- 
ful are the wounds of a friend ; but the kisses of an eneiny are deceitful," and 
their souls must ascend to Him, who heareth prayer, in the words which his 
Spirit hath dictated for direction in prayer to them and to us. " Incline not 
my heart to any evil thing, to practice wicked works with men that work 
iniquity, and let me not eatofthoir dainties. Let the righteous smitc me, it 
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nljall be u khulueistt, and let biiu i-ej)rove lue, it ahall be an esceileut oil, which 
shall xiot break my head." 

Although I have occupied more of your time than I aixticipated^ I ixiust add, 
that I do sympathize with our Christian friends in the States of America, office- 
bearers and members of the churches. Wlieii, Mr Chairman, 1 ttdie into 
account the prejudices w'iiich they must have imbibed with their mothers' miilc, 
which have grown with their growth, and strengthened with their strength — 
their familiarity with the evil against which v/e remonstrate — with scenes of 
sufiering^ which to us would be repulsive in the extreme,—their connexion w^ith 
many whose good opinion they must desire to retain for the purpose of doing 
them good — the laws by whicli even the enlightened and the benevolent must 
find themselves fettered, so that they are not able to perform what their hearts 
approve and purpose — when I take into consideration these and many other 

Farticulars in their condition, I do pity them, I do sympathize with them, and 
make very considerable allowances for what I cannot fail to reprobate. 
I will imitate Michael the archangel, and I will not dare " to bring against them 
a railing accusation," but I will pray for them ; and 1 request, on their behalf, the 
pv&yers of this assembly, that in the thing wherein they sin they may obtain 
forgiveness ; and that God will " grant them repentance to the acknowledgment" 
and the practice "of the truth," in reference to this matter. 

Of all that I have read or heard on the subject of Jjlavery, there is nothing 
which filled me v^'ith deeper abhorrence of its atroc-ities, and with more tender 
sympathy for brethren, whose moral sensibility miist have been deadened, or 
at least strangely blunted, by long-continued familiarity with such scenes, than 
The short account of a Six f Fecks' Residence in Jamaica. The writer left his 
native country, the enemy of Slavery and the friend of the enslaved. His sen- 
timents and feelings could not be concealed in that Island. He was at once a 
marked man. He soon fonnd that his personal safety imposed on him the 
necessity of living in retirement. His friend who afforded him an asylum, had 
the charge of a numerous gang of Negi'oes. His soul was harrowed up by what 
could not aroid seeing or knowing; and yet he confesses, that the short 
term of Six Weeks' Residence in Jamaica, diminished the hofror with which 
he regarded the sufferhigs of men and of tvomen also, tortured by the cart- whip, 
aiid subjected to cruelty in other forms ; and that, before^^ he made his escape 
from that land where, according to the common saying, reported and confirmed 
by the venerable J ohn Newton, whites become blacks,' (not in body but in soul,) 
and that his feelings, at first painful in the extreme, were not a little blunted. 
What then must be the effect on those in whom natural benevolence and sensi- 
bility are not extiagmsheu, to wliom such scenes have been familiar from their 
infancy? 

I am far, very far from despairing of a favourable change in the sentiments*, 
and feelings, a^id conduct, ot our Americaii brethren, who at present are un- 
friendly to the Emancipation of the Slaves. Not a few who zealously opposed 
our righteous cause, are now its warm advocates. Others will follow their ex- 
ample. I am old enough to recollect the progress of opinion in this iand^ in 
reference to the legalized system of robbery and murder, by a strange perver- 
sion of language, called the African Slave-trade. I have heard this abominatiojt 
vindicated by men professing godliness, and even by some of whose piety no 
doubt could be entertained. — Great is the truth, and shall prevail. Never 
viraa this adage more delightfully verified, than in reference to what once was 
called trade ; but now, by the law of the British Empire, by every true-h(f arted 
Jbriton, is denounced as felony of the blackest character. The continuance of 
Slavery in our Colonies found many advocates, as you all know ; and a^'ainst 
immediate Abolition., we have seen in this city a formidable array of wealtn and 
influence. Talent was not there until the battle v/as fought and the victory 
gained. - Again, truth prevailed^ and Slavery is abolished, though many of its 
evils still remain to be swept away. The progress of opinion in favour of 
Emancination, is more rapid than our most sanguine hopes aai tuipated. The 
spirit of Abolition has been awakened in America, it has gained many prose- 
lytes, — it has disturbed the selfish repose of others; and from the North to the 
South, from the East to the West, the cry I trusjfc will soon be heard, Let the 
soil of America, like that of the British Isles, bless with fi-eedom every man, 
and woman, and child, by the soles of whose feet it is touched. The prCvsent 
irritation is to me the foreboding of a better spirit and better times. The form- 
ing of healthy matter, which heals the sore, must be preceded by pain and ,i,n- 
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thunmatioii. The rapid increase of Enumcspatioi) Societies in tiie United 
StateiJ, is the dawning of* tlie iaoruin«4- of liberty to the Slave* which shall shine 
njore and more uato the perfect day — when America shall bless her sable sons 
with complete EinaucijMition — Kuiancii)ation without purchase and vvithoirfc 
apprenticeship, and when two millions and a half of her po])ulation shall bless 
her for restoriii^ their long-usurped rights, and making compensationj as far 
as is possible, for the wrongs ajid injuries inflicted on them and their pro- 
genitors. 

After all that has been said, I must, Mr Chairman, with your permission, 
ha-'^e a few "more last words." I have been, to a certain extent, the apologist 
of the United States of America. 1 shall now be their advocate, for the pur- 
pose of repelling the basest, the foulest calumny that ever was cast on them. 
Of this I am confident, that none worthy to be compared with it has re.ached 
my ears. And what is this calumny, and by whom pi-eferred ? Is it any secret 
adversary of liberty and religion, who has whispered in my ear what was never 
heard by any other man r what the most bigottod enemy of popular rights 
never dared to titter in public, or to publish on ])aper? Was it any hired 
emissary of the Abolitionists in America ? V/as it a (jan'ison, or a Tappan, or a 
Cox, or a Jay, or a Dresser; or was it by George Thompson that they have 
been so grossly slandered? No. It was no enemy that reproached all that 
is benevolent, enlightened, religious, in that mighty, that rapidly-extending 
empire. It was not iu a whisper, not in a private room, that the slander was 
uttered. Tt was stated and repeated in public, in the hearing of many hundreds ; 
it was in this house, and nearly on the spot where 1 now stand. It was in th/& 
progress of a discussion wliich we camiot soon forget. Was Georgo Thompson 
the author of the calumny to which T refer ? No. . It was his aiitagonist, the 
Rev. R. J. Breckenridge, the accredited agent of the United States, who volun- 
teered his services as their advocate and defender. And what did he advance to 
calumniate his beloved country ? ^ He told us that the cause of Emancipation had 
made rapid progress in America for se veral years — that much had been done, and 
luucli was iu progress for the attainment of this most desirable object. In all this 
we rejoiced ; but he added, that by your agent whom you sent to America, im- 
mense injury had been done to the cause of Emancipation-— that he and you 
together had thrown back the Emancipation of the Slaves in the United States for a 
whole ceniury—for oiie hundred years. This is the calmnuy to which. I refer, and 
which, in the name of the Christians in America, I do repel. Alas ! alas 1 he 
who uttered the calunmy and all who heard hita, must be m the house of silence 
before any farther progress shall be made in this good cause, if his statement be 
worthy of credit. George Thompson, we were told, is a man of no considera- 
tion in America. Aud yet it seems he has had the power to iniEiict oa them 
such mighty damage I Has he arrested in their onward, their zealous progi'ess 
i 1 tlie path of justice, of honour, of benevolence, of mercy, of pure and unde- 
filed religion ? Are Americans — are American Christians made of such per- 
verse materials, that for a century they shall cease to do well ; because, as 
they say. ais their accredited agent at least said for them, we have acted un- 
wisely in the^method which we liave adopted, to forward the cause in which 
they have long laboured zealously. Tell it not in New York ; publish it not in 
the streets of Boston: tell it not in Baltimore, lest the Slave-holders and the 
Colonizationists rejoice. 

We bear our tmited testimony against this slanderous report, and we are 
confident, that before a century of months shall liave elapsed, our bre- 
thren on the other side of the Atlantic will present a full refutation by fact and 
deed. George Thompson, must, in America, possess importance immensely 
beyond his own estimate, and far beyond our estimate, if the statement of his 
antagonist deserves credit. You sent him to that land on a visit of mercy, and 
if his mission shall, to them, produce an offence, an occasion of sin, which, God 
forbid, the cause in which you are engaged, and the agent whom you employed, 
will more nearly resemble the Apostles of our Lord, and the Gospel of the 
grace of God, " For they preached Christ crucified, to the J ews a stumbling- 
mock ;" an ofience over which they stumbled and feil to their ruin. ^ Let 
America wipe away the calumny cast on her by her own accredited agent. 
She cannot be so infatuated as to punish herself in resentment against George 
Thompson and this country. Let her prove that her agent does not know 
tbe elements of which she is composed ; that she is made of sterner and better 
stuff than that she shall be arrested for a hundred years, in her benevolent 
career for the liberation of her enslaved population, by the means which were 
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most certainly intended, wiiich we tlion^ht, and ntill do iiank, were happily cal- 
culated to accelerate lier progress in tlie patii of juptice, and consistency, and 
benevolence, and wliicli, to a great extent, luxve contribnted to tliis dewiralile 
object. 

The Rkv. Mb SoijJEUViLLE of . Dumbartou, in seconding the rcfsolntlon, 
Haid : — 

Sir, 1 approve highly of tliis plan of national remonstrance. It seems to me 
to be founded on just, enlightened, and benevolent views ; and to be calcnlated, 
if propei'ly managed, to effect great good. The principle on which it rests is, 
that we are to love all men, and according to onr influence and opportunities, 
are bonnd to promote their welfare, it is opposed to those injurious prejudices 
and feelings, which induced nations to consider each other as hereditary foe.«, 
and which raised up between them a partition wall of fierce and vindictive 
hatred. This interaational enmity produced incessant wars, — imposed restric- 
tions on trade, — retarded social improvement, and poured over the surrounding 
countries detsolation and misery* It may be charged also with promoting the 
cause and feeding tlie markets of Slavery. It scarcely ever happened that any 
nation sold its own subjects into perpetual servitude. These were regarded as 
brethren, and could not be thus degraded; but captives taken in war, persons 
who belonged to another nation, were considered objects of lawful sale, and 
formed the great supply of the Slave-markets of the old world. The wide 
spread Slavery that defiled the earth, was thus, in a great degree, the result of 
the barbarous feeling, that men were hereditary and. national foes. 

But, Sir, the tendency of the expanding knowledge of the age, is to cast down 
the walls of national hatred, to assimilate different communities, and to bind 
all men in the links of a aear and common brotherhood. A state of things more 
accordant with the great laws of humanity, the principles of the Bible, and the 
best interests of our race, is beginning to arise. And why should we not seek 
the happiness of other nations as well as of onr own ? Why should we not ex= 
tend to all men s;j^mpathy, relief, and love, and labom* to promote their good ? 
(Cheers.) Science is universal in its range. It appropriates the inventions and the 
discoveries of every clime. With keen and steady eye it contemplates the whole 
world ; and wherever it sees any thing that is valuable, it instantly adopts it, 
whoever was the man or whatever his coloiir, that found it out. Trade too is 
univ^ersal in its operation. It traverses e<^ery sea, and penetrates into every 
region. It takes equally the offered goods of the black and the white man — the 
savttge and the civilized. Why, then, should not philanthropy answer to its 
nanie, and be universal in its range ? (Cheers.) Why should it be confined to mere 
sentiments and feelings, and not put on a practical shape ? True benevolence, like 
true faith, is a practical principle, and must be shown to be genuine by its fruits. 
Now this method of remonstrating with the citizens of other lands, is nothing else 
than the great principles of benevolence and philanthropy embodied in jjrac- 
tice. We do not assume a superiority over the Americans. Oms is not the 
language either of pride or of national prejudice. We address them as friends, 
and tell them that, linked to them by the bonds of a common nature, we are de- 
graded in their shame and elevated in their honour, and that we desire them 
for their own sake and for om's, to respect the righis of man, and to cast avvay 
Slavery from among them. (Cheers.) 

The great character of the benevolence of the present age is, that it 'is diidn- 
terested and universal. It is disinterested, as it seeks not the territorial exten- 
sion or the pecuniary advantage of the country whence it emanates. There 
were missions in former times — even in the dark and despotic periods of Euro- 
pean higtory, there were missions to heathen nations. But generally speaking, 
these were but the extended arm of the parent staie, and Were designed to 
widen its power and secure its advantage. They w^ere associated with armies 
and fleets, and wrought along with them in subjecting mankind to the conti'oul 
of the country that deputed them. But this is not the form of the benevolence 
which has been developed in our Bible and Missionary Societies. It is truly 
Christian and generous. It seeks the good of those for ivhom it labours, and 
the enly benefit it asks for those that employ it, is the blessing of heaven. This 
benevolence also is wide as the globe. It looks on the world and watches for 
every, opening through which it may pour the fstreara of its healing and enrich- 
ing influence. It cares not what be the joeople, where they dwell, or from whom 
the^ are descended. It views alone their miseries, and it seeks to relieve them. 
This benevolence has sent forth Bibles, — it has sent forth ^tissiotiaries, and it 
has done many other great and noble deeds. This rnethod of remonstrating i-^ 
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just aiiotiner of its worksj. f^et uri recogiiize and iove it in tliiy as in its otiner 
Vonns. Let natioiis enter into tliis contest of beaevoleace. Let them deciave 
that the dowiinioii of physical force has ceased, and that the intellectual and 
the moral j)Owers are now to hold the chief place in the conduct and intercourse 
of mankind. Let them, laying aside their prejudices, animosities, and hostile 
feelingSy excite and provoke each other to hetter and more exalted deeds. 
Let them live not for themselves merely, but for all men — lights and benefac- 
tors of the world. (Cheer.'?.) 

This moral interference of one people with the sentiments of another, seems 
to many timid and cautious persons a, new thing, and they shrinlc from it as if 
it v/ere attended with danger- Now the precise shape which it has assumed 
may be new, but the practice itself may he defended by example as well as by 
arg:«ment. Itis net without precedents. There are instances of individual and 
national interference which historians have been accustomed to applaud. It 
may be Imowii to many here, that one of the best works of Witsius, a celebrat- 
ed foreign divine, is an appeal to the Theologians of Great Britain, on certain 
controversial points, by which they were at that time rmhappily divided ; and 
that J ohn Knox, the great Scottish Reformer, wrote and addressed " a faithful 
admonition to the true professors of the Gospel of Christ within the kingdom of 
England." It would not be thought wrong m any subject of Britain, to address 
the inhabitants of England, Scotland, and Ireland, on any great and important 
question. Who wiU declare it rigM to address our fellow-subjects, and wTong 
to address those of other nations ? Do not our obligations to seek the good 
of all men bind us, and the common rights of humanity wanant us, to do the 
one as well as the other ? None will approve the one line of conduct and con- 
demn the other, except the person who holds the bigoted opinion, that the 
limits of kingdoms, whicli are a mere human airangemjent, restrict the operation 
ofthe divine law ofiove to ourneighbour, (Cheers.) Ofie of the brightest spots of 
English history — a srpot on which the eye loves to repose, is the interference of 
Cromwell in behalf of the persecuted Waldenses. W hen these meek and faith- 

^ful followers of Christ were plundered, banished, and murdered, by the soldiers 
of the Duke of Sayoy~led on by the cruel emissaries of Rome, Cromwell, by 
•the hands of the iinmortal Milton, interfered in their cause., and ai^ested the 
arm of the destroyer. Yes, Milton, whose name is the rich inheritance of 
England, exerted his seraphic genius in exhorting the Protestant Princes of the 
Continent, to remonstrate with the fierce and bloody persecutors of that harm- 
people.. There is another part of the history of England which 
records a deed witli whicli tli» Protestants of Scotland will not quarrel. When 
the cause of truth and liberty was in danger, — when the infant reformation was 
like to be crashed by the armies of France, and when the lords of the congrega- 
tion were unable to resist this foreign enemy — Elizabetk interfered, and was 

^instrumental in saving the liberties ot this laud. These are instances of inter- 
ference wliicli persons have been wont to praise. Why laud these, and find fault 
with this peacefiil, moral, and argumentative mode ? (Cheers.) We do not plead 
for an interference like that of Klizabeth. W e do not even want our Govem- 
pent to meddle in this matter; for in this respect the present mode is new, that 
it is an interference by the people : the subtiecta of one nation corresponding 
with the subjects of another, on the laws, and rights, and duties of their com- 
mon humanity. But T^hat we demand^s. Why extol the conduct of Cromwell 
and Elizabeth — why record their deeds in bright and glowing panegyric, and 
condemn our conduct ? No reason can be assigned for this contradictory judg- 
nient, except one, tm& tkat one must be^ a lurking feeling that black men, that 
the enslaved sons of Africa, are not worthy of our care. Bo you disowna this 
feeling? (Cheers.) Do you acknowledgethattney have as strong claims upon your 
sympathjr and love as white men have ? (Cheers,) Then remonstrate— lilt up your 
voices with ours in calling upon their masters to give them immediate liberty. 
Act upon the generous principles of the Gos^ieL Imitate the conduct of Christ 
and his apostles, in seeking to heal the diseases, dry up the sorrows, and 
remove the burdens of all classes and kindreds of men. (Cheers.) 

^This conduct is necessaiy for the sake of the Americans. It will cheer the 
friends of Emancipation, and it will have an influence upon the Slave-holders. 
Slavery has many attendant evils, besides those which it infiictfi on its actual 
victims. It blinds, perverts, and debases the Society where it exists, it is 
scarcely possible for Slave-holders to have just views of human rights and the 
principles of social justice. They do not see and feel in the same manner as 
others do 5 and they need to be enlightened. Better views must bs obtained 
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froiK) others, and it is kindness to '/ive tlieju aurh iutbymation. Now the wiato 
of feeling on this wubject in America — especiaily among the Slavt;-h«idery, shows 
tliat they are in a condition for profiting by onr remonstrances. The meawy, fret- 
inij and agitated state of their feelings!, tlieir furious indignation, and the cruel 
hws which in some places they have recently passed against the Sla.ves, show 
th^it tnitii has began to work among them. They see that the progress of 
events in all nations is towards liberty. Light is peering into their minds, 
their consciences are touched, and the conviction has sprung up, that their 
Slaves nmst soon be set free. Shall we, as some advise, leave theni to them- 
selves — shail vv e allow this light to be extinguished, their consciences again to 
fall asleep, a .id their convictions of duty to subside ? No : let ns remonstrate 
witli them—let us send reprooifs, exhortations, and warnings, till the light shall 
become effulj^ent and overpowering, the agitations of conscience irresistible, 
and the convictions of duty so a ll-subduirag, as to make them slTike the fetters 
fr«>m those they have made fast in the stocks, bring them from the prison, 
wash their stripes, and embrace them as brethren ((Ireat cheering.) 

And why not cherish the hope that it will soon, be so ? God assm-es ns that 
all classes of men will yet be free and lumpy. The heart is saddened while we 
look on the nations and behold the millions of our fellow-creatures bendinj? 
rmder Slavery, despotism, superstition, and vice. But the Bible gives us relief. 
The page of prophecy describes a brighter scene. Onwards, a little only on- 
wards, m the history of our race, a light streams from heaven upon our condi- 
tion. God comes forth in his glory and his love, to renovate and to bless all the 
kindreds of the earths The Gospel is preached in all lands,— the light of divine 
truth shines, and the influences of the Spirit fall. The chaiits are broken, 
superstitions disappear, the thrones of tyrants are cast down, and the enlighten- 
ed and emancipated nations lift themselves tip from the bondage of four thous- 
and years, and praise Him who bought their liberty with his blood. Who does 
not rejoice in this prospect? Who does not desire that it may soon be realized ? 
Who would not exert liimself to bring about this state of predicted happiness 
and glory? Then Msten to the groans of the oppressed, labour to free from 
servitude your fellow-men ; and when Christians have done this act of justic, 
they may then lift their eyes to heaven aad say. Lord, pity, liberate, and 
v save, tlie degraded Slaves and captives of sin, Satan, and death. (Loud cheers.) 

Permit me in conclusion to advert to the progress of this cause in that district 
which i have this evening the lionour to represent. Your distinguished agent, 
Mr Thompson, about a month ago, delivered in Dumbarton and Bonhill, two 
most eloquent and impressive lectures, which produced uncommon excitement, 
A remonstrance on the sTibject'of American Slavery was prepared and adopted 
at a public meeting. Four thousand two hundred persons of both sexes have 
signed this document, and have sent their names in their own hand- writing 
across the Atlantic, to give if possible greater weight to the sentimente which 
it contains. (Cheers.) The utmost enthusiasm h^s prevailed; persions of all classes 
and sects, Churchmen and Dissenters, have come forw^ard : and I do not believe 
that there are fifty adults in the whole of Dumbarton ana the Vale of Leven, 
that have refused to sign it. Ladies and gentlemen, permit me to hold up this 
example, and to say, go ye and do likewise. (Cheers.) 

Bailie Wm. CuASG moved thanks to the Ladies' Auxiliary, and to the Societies 
&c., which had remitted contributions in aid of the funds, and said, 

Mr Chairman, — I am no advocate, generally sjjeaking, for females engaging 
in the strife and contention of public and political lite. But where tnere, is 
human wretchedness to relieve, and. the burning tear of sorrow to v/ipe away, 
and the heart-breaking amidst the manifold sufferings of oppression, to be sus- 
tained and fortified, there is the field for the exercise of the virtues of womanly 
sympathy and kindness. And wherever human w^oe abounds, it is to the credit 
of woman, that hers is the readiest and the gentlest hand, in assuaging human 
sorrows. All ages, and all coimtries, and all conditions of life, afford evidences 
in support of this truth. Amidst the per&ecutions of the ehurch,how often have 
the ministers of religion been indehted to woman for concealment from their 
blood-thirsty pursuers, for succour in their flight, and for the most generous and 
devoted saerincea in support of their cause. And in the history of our Saviour's 
sufferings on the theatre of this earth, in the stead of the guilty ; in devptedness 
to his person and his cause, there are related, to the honour of woman, in the 
volume of inspiration, some of the finest memorials of human sympathy and 
attachment that are to be found upon record. 

Ves, Sir, and in the great struggle in which we have been cugaged, for tho 
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lilmancipatiou of the Negro, the yafiei'in^js of our Colojiiiil Slaves fouml rcudy 
syiiipatijy in the iieai ts of many of tlie laches of o\iv own city. When tliey thou^lit 
of the happy condition to whicli civiU^ation, but above all, to wliich Christianity 
had raised them, they could not think of the Hogging- of females in the West 
Jndief?, of their inteiiMe sufieriiigs in all the various forriis which cruelty and 
ingenuity coulcl devise^ without the deepest commiseration and the most active 
benevolence. Nor as mothers, could they look upon their own well-cared-ior 
children, without thinking with a xnother's nnguiyli, upon the hapless lot, and 
degraded and inerciless doom tliat awaited tiie outcast children of our Colomul 
Slave!?, And in this cause, Sir, they have done well, and deserve our thanks 
for having come to the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord agamst the 
mighty. To the other Societies who have contributed along with the Laaies 
Auxiliary to our funds, we also owe our warmest thanks. I now therefore niove, 
—"That we present our wai-mest acknowledgments to the 'Ladies' Auxiliary 
of this city, for their exertions in aid of our Funds, and earnestly request them 
to continue their valuable co-operation: and that we also tender our cordial 
thanks to those friends of Universal Freedoui, who, as Societies or otherwise, 
have, during the past yesir, remitted contributions to this Society." 

Davip SsiiTH, Esq. seconded the resolution, which v/as carried amid gToat 
applause. . 

The Committee for next year was then nominated, and thanks given to Dr. 
Wardlaw and the Trustees.;' for the use of the Chapel. 

Mr GEouaE Thompson, in moving thanks to the Rev. Dr. Ileiigh and Mr 
Paton, for their conduct as Chairmen, also noticed the highly valuable exertions 
of the Secretaries, Mr John Murray and Mi' William Smeal, as worthy ot the 
approbation of the Meeting. The motion was carried with loud acclai^ations. 

The Chairman having acknowledged the vote of thanks, the Meeting broke 
up about haif-past eleven o'clock. 
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lljEMONSTRANCE OF TJSE MEMBERS OF THK GlASGOW EMAKCirATION SoCIETV, ANP 
THK FkIENBS of 0NiVEaSAL FkEEI>OM, WITH THE CiTJZENS OF THE UnITEI) 

States; esppciali,y the Membeiis op Christia,?? Churches, on wie subject 
OF Slavery, as upheld in Thirteen of the Twenty-five States of America, 
ANO at THE Seat OF Government. 

Friends and FEi>iiOW-CHRisTiAKS !~Liaked to you hy the iies of our common 
nature, and warranted by the principles of humanity, and the doctrines of the 
gospel, we address you on the subject of Slavery; and call upon you by the 
highest and most solemn considerations, to remove, as speedily as possible, this 
corrupting evil from your domestic institutions. In doing this we do not arro- 
gate superiority over you, nor are we actuated by feelings of national prejudice, 
or with the slightest wish to distuTb your social iiannony^ We are constrained 
hy a sense of duty, arising from the obligations of that law to whose sanctions 
v/e are aU amenftble, which commands us in matters relating to our neighbours, 
to disregaipd the hoandaries of nations, and to seek the welfare of ^11 classes of 
men. Fart of the great human family, and participating in your .shame and in 
your honour; united to paany among you by the close bonds of kindred and 
iriendship ; feeling towards you as a great, enliwhtened, and Cluristian people, 
whose exertions tor the diSusion of the gospel liave been magnificent, warm 
sentiments of esteeis and affection; and .sincerely desirous that your splendid 
example and efforts may, in conjunction with those of other free nations, be 
more successfully employed for the renovation and happiness of the world, we 
fervently implore you to consider the guilt, pollution, and danger, that are con- 
nected with social' Slavery ; aud io comply with those appealp which the lovers 
of freedom, in your own aud in other lands, are making to you on this subject. 
Bleeding humanity and insulted liberty cry aloud for redress ; and the patriot 
and the Christian cannot be deaf to their voice. 
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We do not feci it necessary to enter into ii nximite 'letail ()S the nature, extent, 
and v/orking of American Slavery. Uh foul abomiirtttions uxvJ luvfiil Itorrov.'^ 
a,ve well known to yom'flelve«. It was but. recently tluit the peo])le in Britaisv 
were Generally aware of tlie fact, that Slavery existed in the American re'[>ublic ; 
and mien it was told, on unquestionable authority, that thirteen States recog- 
nised domestic Slavery ; that two ttiiiliotts and a half of our l.dack feliow-n»en 
were held in cruel bondage ; and that the internal triiilic in Innnan beings vran 
encoi\ra|?ed by the federal constitution, it is iniposaible to deticribe the feelings 
o^^ astonislunent and .sorrow which pervaded all classes. Authentic information 
has shown, that this iniquitous «y«tenr has been attended by its usual base and 
terrible results ; with the aggravating circumstance that in your case it i,s the in- 
consistent aiul unnatural deed of freemen. How incongruous is i,t, that in a 
free nation, whose soil was the sacred asylum of the, persecuted., and whose insti- 
tutions were ostensibly framed ou the benevolent priiiciple of giving entire 
liberty to the bodies and the souls of all persons, without reference to thoye 
o;^])ressive distinctions which prevailed in the old world, two millions and a half 
of immortal men should exist in a state of Slavery, reduced by the will and 
power of the people to the most abject condition f deprived of' the rights of 
marriage ; and generally of the means of education, and of all those inmiences 
by wliich they can improve their moral character, atid perform the duties which 
they owe to God, to their own souls, and to their fellow-creatures. This fact, 
when viewed as the deliberate and justified deed of a nation, the rule of whose,, 
government is the will of the majority of the citizens, will stand on the history 
of our world as the blackest and most infamous act that ever disgraced any 
people. 

^ Contemplate the evils of Slavery^, as it degrades man, provokes God, and de- 
file-s the land. It is that thing which is hated ^and shunned by all men, as the 
greatest calamity that can befal a human beihg. It annihilates natural rights, 
and reduces its wretched victims below the bnites ; for while these kupw no other 
sta te, the soul of the Skive, writhing under its degradation, pants for liberty and 
justice. War slays its thousands and is satiated. The fields which it htid trodden 
down resume their beauty, and man goes forth cheerfully to his labour. The 
pestilence covers the land with mourning and woe ; but its poisonous breath is 
soon exhausted. The dead are buried out of sight; and the living renew their 
scenes of enjoyment and mirth. The elen^ents, touched by the anger of God, 
desolate whole regions ; but these cease their rage, aii;id again peacefully smile 
on man. But Slavery, with sure and untiring energy, ever tortures, wastes, and 
kills. It is never glutted with its cruelties. It €ows on from generation to gen- 
eration, a streaiaa comptosed of blood and tears. Even despotism, abhon'ed by 
raanldnd, makes havoc but of general and political rights, and aiTaya against 
it the sympathies and feelings of the people ; but Slavery descends to the hom2s 
and the hearts of men; rends asunder the dearest ties, and holds up its victims 
to scorn and disgust. The worst tyranny is the sword of state, that, with isome 
show of justice, destroys public interests ; but Slavery is the knife of the assassin, 
who traces! man through all his domestic scenes, and stab.s him at his own 
hearth. It is the concentrated essence of cruelty and malice, that, with the fell 
spirit of ^agan and priestly iuiy, offers up the sweetest and tenderest feelings, 
men's qaiveriug affections, upon the blood-stained altar of avarice and mammon. 

Difficulties may lie in the way of the removal of this great evil, |ust as 
obstacles are felt by all who proceed to redress grievances that have long ex- 
isted, and4hat have spread their roots and fibres through all the departments 
of the stafe. But there is an essential difference between the ackno?yledgment 
of difficulties, and the ut^ing of arguments for the justification of Slavery^. Those 
who sincerely plead the lormer, are entitled to our sympathy and aid, while those 
who avove themselves the advocates of Slavery, in any form, deserve to be ex- 
pelled from the ranks of freemen., and treated as the 'enemies of human rights. 
Difficulties may, in the present matter, sprinjj from social customs and habits— 
from pecuniary considerations — and from a view of the federal union. Without 
entering into the full discussion of these points, we niay remark, that the cus- 
toms of a state may be displaced by an opposite course of conduct ; and that 
should these be radically evil, as in this case they are, the strongest obligations 
bind us to begin immediately the work of transformation. As the importation 
of Slaves is prohibited, the claim which the masters have to propeity in those 
human beings whom they possess, must be traced to^he heart-chilling doctrine, 
that the children of Slaves are bom in chains ; but while we give no opinion on 
the subject of property, the .settling of thi.s matter being a question thatbelongf^ 
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to youvaeivey, we oxprcsw ou.° decided coiivirtiou, deduced itom iiiimuierakU; 
fiicia, that the imiuediate and unconditional Emancipation of the Negroes, wodld 
riuse the value of estates, henciit the owners, and be foliowe«?, hy the haj?XJ>ieat 
consequences to all parties. But the most curioaB and striking' objection of which^ 
we have heard, is that which is said to ariac from that constitution, the fame of 
vvhicli has filled the Vi'orM. 'I'He federal government, it would appear, is merely 
a baud of iron thrown around "tlie distinct sovereignties" and the "domestic 
institutions," of which the confederacy is made up, designed to hold these 
together, and to present them to other nations as a compact body., while it 
leaves to each state the sovereign power unimpaired" in all matters of inter- 
nal goveMmie]|^t ; and therefore as Slavery is a " domestic institution," it cannot 
be aboliahed by the representatives of the x'v'Siole community. 

These difficulties are not insuperable. Human governments are the work of 
men ; and it is imperative upon the people to reform them whenever they are 
wrong, and to adapt them to the principles of justice, and to the demands of 
advancing civilization. The deeds of our father^ cannot bind us, unless they 
are based on immutable justice, and are confirmed by the dictates of conscience 
and sound reason. It is enough for our argument, that the particular States, or 
the " distinct sovereignties," have the power of abolishing Slavery ; and to hasten 
this result, let all in America insist upon the freev ample, and public discussion 
of the subject, that light may be diffused, and the freedom of the Negro achieved. 
But let the difficulties which surround this question be great, let them be admit- 
ted in all their magnitude and force, it is manifest that these form an invincible 
argument, proving the urgent duty of immediately adopting measures to liberate 
the enslaved. The longer the system continues, the ^difficulties will increase ; 
their ramifications will extend through the whole body ; and they will ultimately 
bind you in the fetters of rjolitical bondage. The putrid mass of Slavery wiu 
corrupt the living body of liberty, and render your state a weak, w^orthless, and 
loathsome thingc It is not, we are perguaded, these difficulties which oppose 
the freedom of the Negro, but the want of a deep and impressive sense ot the 
guilt and peril of the system. Were the public mind embued with just convic- 
tions of the enormous sin of Slavery, these diSuCultiea v/nuld instantly melt 
away, and leave a broad and open patli by which your^egraded bondmen might 
walk into liberty, happiness, and honour. Whatever ])e **the limits around the 
action of the federal union," Slaveiy is the sin of the whole people, and invokes 
on their heads fearful judgments. We are aware of the attempts which have 
been made, to show that the acknowledged guilt of this system lies only with 
the Slaveholders, and that the hands and the consciences of the nation are clean ; 
but these attempts disgrace the man who makes them. Have not your best divines 
held the doctrine of national responsibility ?-. Does not the Bible teach it in tfee 
clearest manner ? On what principle do you, of all the nations that evei' existed, 
plead exemption from it? Why w^ere judgments threatened by the prophets 
against those pagan kingdoms that surrounded J udea ? The doom with which they 
were menaced, went upon the g^round, that, as nations, they were responsible 
for their public sins. These nations have long since been blotted from the map 
of the earth ; and their destruction proves, that jiationa] sins provoke national 
punishment. The mode of government in those states was autocratical or des- 
potic, in which the rights of the people were tra,mpled under jfoot, or but feebly 
exercised ; and yet, because they submitted to such governments, and acquiesced 
in their public acts, they shared in their ruin. If such wasthe case with nations 
whose governments were despotic, much more do public evils entail sfuilt upon 
that nation, whose rule of government is the will of the majoritv of the people. 
We beseech you to ponder this reflection, and to admit the"tratti that the exis- 
tence of Slavery among you, covers every American citizen with deep and 
fearful guilt. The facts which support this point cannot be demolished. Does 
not your Slave population, thougnheld as property, form an element in your 
national representation ? Is there not a considerable number of the members 
of Congress whose claim .to their seats depends upon the existence of Slavery?. 
These do not represent tfe rights and the interests of the Slaves, for the vote of 
Congress denying to these miserable men the right of petition, and thus tramp- 
ling upon thef^atisribute of mercy, shows that they arenot considered as human 
beings. Every act of Congress then is tainted with the guilt and pollution of 
Slavery. Does not your federal union oblige the northeni states to restore run- 
away Slaves? Do not all the states profit politically by the labours of the 
Sla ves, and the prosperity and wealth of their masters ? Are not the gains whicli 
come from their forced and unrequited toils shared in by the whole republic? 
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])o not the i'vee HUj[)i)ort the , Sliive-liolding states, inul throw over theiu the 
sljield of their power, and tbo mtliicnce of their Ubeviies jind moval excellence, 
and tliHH j)rotect thoja on the one hand froiii the physical ossaiilts of tlie opj^^re,-;- 
sed, and on the other from the unmitigated uhiiovreuce and execi'ation of the 
civilized worhl ? These are facts which iio wophistry can remove. Slavery He:^ 
at the foundation of your political .structure, and affects all its parts. It inshm- 
ates itself into all the acts and details of public govevnnient, and loads theui 
all with guilt and infamy. It violates the moral relations which the niemhers 
of the state sustain to each other; comipts the whole body; and holdx np the 
entire nation to the lightning of Almighty wrath. 

We entreat yon as freemen, and as patriots, to weigh, serio\isly, the civciun- 
stances of your country, and to consider ^he hearing of the present conllict of 
opinions ui)on the future liberties and destinies of America. Many of your 
public acts show that you have enlarged views of the rights of white men, and 
we wish that you would lay aside those prejudices which are founded upon the 
colour of the s'kin, and extend these views to your African brethi-eUo The basift 
of free government is the recogijition of the principle that all men, being equal 
in the sight of God, are entitled to equal liberty, protection, and encouragement, 
and that the only differences which society acKnowledges, are those which arise 
from superior wisdom, industry, and moral wotfth. The government in which 
this principle is not fully adopted and applied to all the members of the state, is 
jjartial and unjust, and should not be acquiesced in by those who have the 
legitimate power of reforming it. Arrogat^d^^rivileges degrade the favoured 
class more thaiS the want of them does the injured, as it is on their part the 
willing and deliberate violation of just and equal rights. The genuine patriot 
labours for the good of all ranks. He does not wait till the ignorant and 
debased ask their rights; but actuated by the broad principles of justice, 
he extends to them tlie civil advantages to which they Imve a claim, and 
employs all his energies to raise them to the same standard with himself. 
This fs the conduct which becomes a benevolent and patriotic gov•eyllttleRt^ 
Now, the conclusion which unbiassed conscience and judgment approve, is, 
that it is the immediate right of the Slave to be set free, and the immedi- 
ate duty,, of the master to grant him his liberty. Any other view^ Qf the 
matter is unjust and nefarious ; and those jjlans for uprooting Slavery, out of 
which the colonization scheme arose, merely go to remove the most disgusting 
excrescences, while they strengthen the sinful prejudices against the black race* 
and leave the great evil itself to fester and to spread. But we ask you parti- 
cularly to reflect upon the aspects of the present discussion, as they affect the 
constitutional liberties of America. All huinan institutions tend to corruption. 
However excellent they may be when founded, the contact of sinful passions 
speedily defiles them. The nations of the old world have, by severe experience, 
been taught this truth ; and hence the efforts of all long established governments 
are now put forth in removing those evils which time has gathered. The conte-*5t 
in sill kiijgdoms, where information is ajlowed to circulate, between trath and 
error, despotism and freedom, corruption and pwity • The symptoms which the 
agitation of the question of Slavery has developed in youf land, prove that the 
process of depravatic^ has begun, and is operating to a considerable extent ; and 
unless it be quicTkly arrested, you may, at no very distant period, have to mourn 
over your buried liberties. Look at thf^ arguaients and the condiict of those who 
are hostile to immediate Emancipation, and you will see that they lead to a 
melancholy result. The Congress has denied the right of petition to twomilUons 
and a half of their citizens, and thus established a precedent which may be 
dangerously extended; the laws which certain states "have passed againfet the 
reading and circulating of Anti-Slavery publications, abridge the liberty of dis- 
cussion— the noblest privilege of freemen; and the doctrine that the Congress 
will not abolish Slavery in the district of Columbia, "against the wishes of the 
Slave-holding states," fetters the exerci^se of the legislative jjower, and in one 
important question, subjects the whole republic to the dominion of a jiarticular 
class. These things, together with the sm^lar haste and avidity with which 
the independence of Texas has been recognised, demonstrate that Slave-holding 
principles and interests have already acquired au undue and peTilous influence 
in your national affairs. Let these principles be applied to other matters; let 
the respective states act upon them ; and let the number of those holding Slaves 
be multiplied : and you will find that, instead of being a free, independent, and 
vigorous people, you are a number of associated corporations, with i^eparate and 
conflicting interests, and that your constitution, like the feet of tfe; prophetic 
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inn>^(0, is partly imi and partly clay. Tlicse tluaf^r^ threaten tlu": welfare and 
stabilily of all the states; and the 'man who i« not aronaed by them to throvb- 
aw ay neutrality, and do justice to himself and his country, by granting- liberty 
to tliose in bonds, has feeble views of his duty. Lot all classes plead for free 
discassion; let the question be calmly debated; and on whatever side truth, 
justice, and benevolence lie, these will prevail. And sui'ely if American Slavery 
be what uroJiy represent it, and if the Slaves are so well treated and so hajjpy, 
there is no need to shut out information from the Southern states, and to bridle 
the liberty of the press. Your honoxir, interest, and peace, are involved in the 
proper settlement of this question, and the friends of universal freedom expedt 
that you vtdll do your duty. 

We expostulate with you as fellow-Christians, and by all that is dear in "the 
comnibn salvation"-"-we beseech you to consult the glory of our Divine Master, 
the houom* of the Gospel and the spiritual good of all classes. The Gospel is 
jn-e-eminently a system of love, grace, and mercy, to fallen, sinful, and miser- 
■uble men. It is the de\'elopement of the eternal love of the Father, the exeeed- 
injj riches of the grace of tne Son, and the boimdless consolations of the Holy 
Spirit. All its aspects are mild, peacefol, and benevolent. It calls all men 
brethren ; it offers" to them the treasures of salvation, and It luvites them to^the 
laan^sions of heavenly rest. As the greatest blessing enjoyed by the Gentiles, 
it proceeds upon the ground, that all distinctions are abolished, and "that now 
there is no dilfereuce" among men. We were aliens and outcasts ; but the par- 
tition wall has b6en broken down, ?ind all the Gentiles are now fellow heirs 
and partakers of the same heavenly privileges. Shall we then, aRet being 
favoured with such distinguished kindness, raise up walls of separation between 
the black and the white ? Shall we renew an enmity similar to that which 
Christ shed his blood to remove ? If we do so, we act a more sinful and un- 
grateful part than did that rnan, who, being forgiven ten thousand talents, took 
his fellow-servant by the throat because he owed him an hundred pence. We 
deeply deplore the injury which Slavery does to huniau rights; but we feel 
unspeakably more acutely the sacrifice of divine truth which is now being 
made in your land, and the efforts which Christian ministers and others are 
putting forth to wrest the Scriptures. It is a fearful thing to deprive our brother 
of his rights, but it is a more fearful thing to rob the Divine Saviour. It is dan- 
gerous to sacrifice political truth, but it is ineffably more dangerous to sacrifice 
the truths of the Gospel. This, however, is w'hat many seem to be doing 
among you. We do not speak of those ministers who practice Slavery them- 
selves ; for their guilt hQS£le(i description. We have no terms sufficiently strong 
to paint its blackness. But we speak of those who countenance, palliate, and 
defend Slaveiy, and who urge Bible examples and doctrines, as supports of this 
hon'id system. Their arguments would equally uphold unmixed despotism, 
arbitrary taxation, and au those evils which mankind detest. These persons 
limit the universal offers of mercy, — ^make the common salvation the privilege 
of a special ciass, — give a partial account of the divine will, and are the ser- 
vants of men. The Bible encourage Slavery ! No doctrine ever flowed from 
the man of ?|n, more degi-ading to the sacred oracles than this. The sum of 
human misery is in that divine book denominated captivity, bondage. Slavery ; 
and the sum of spiritual happiness is called liberty, redemption, salvation. Christ 
came to proclaim liberty to the captive, — the opening of the prison doots to 
them that were bound, and to give to all freedom from passion, sin, and woe ; 
and he sends forth his servants, as ambassadors of peace, to preach good will, 
benevolence, and forgiveness, to all kindreds of men.. Shall these servant;^ of 
this meek and gracioils Saviotir, strip the Gospel of its celestial beauty, majesty, 
and light, and clothe it with the sordid garments of this world ? Shall they take 
that system of doctrine which teaches us to deny ungodliness and wdrldly lusts, 
and make it a rule more cruel and bloody than the laws of Draco ? Shall they 
convert the revel&,tion of mercy, designed to subdue sinful |)assions, and to 
heal the son ows of the human heart, into an engine of oppression, cruelty, and 
sin ? Shall they turn the ordinances of the Church, through which God minis- 
ters the blessings of his love, ixito an apparatus which torments the bodies and 
destroys the souls of men ? Shall they seize the out-poured riches of divine 
truth, adulterate them with the basest materials, and send them abroad to 
promote the interests and the gains of Satan ? Shall they poison the hread and 
the water of life, to the everlasting ruin of millions, and thus thwart the gra- 
cious purjposes of heaven ? Shall tliey do all these things in the name of the 
Prince otPeace, whose government is founded <)n justice and righteousness, and 
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wlio dedavea tkat in Him there are ueitliev bond uor IVee ? They may do these: 
iiiisigs, but tlieir doom will be more terrible tlitiii tluit of the Scribes aud Phari- 
sees, who took away the key of knowledge, imposed heavy burdens on the 
people, aitd called tliem accursed. Brethven, will ye thus plead for Baal ? 
will ye fall down and worship the golden iinaj:je which Slave-holders have set 
up ? will ye servilely minister at the shrines of avarice and lust ? Rather look 
into the perfect law of liberty, and continue therein, and be not forgetful hearers 
but doers of the word, that ye may be blessed ari your deed. Imitate the con* 
duct of the Prophet of Israel, who remonstrated wi th his fellow-citizens, because 
they had led captive their br<^threu of Judah^ " And now ye pui-pose to keep 
under the children of Judah and Jerusalem for bond-men and bond- women unto 
you ; but are there not witli you, even with you, sins against the Lord your 
God. Nov«r, hear me therefore, and deliver the captives again, which ye have 
taken captive of your brethren ; for the fierce wi'ath of the Lord is upon you." 
2 Chron. xxviii. 9, 10. 

To i;hose who advocate the doctiine of immediate Emancipation, we offer 
our warmest congratulations. Their principles and conduct have our entire 
and cordial approbation. We are persuaded that the plan which they urge is 
the only safe, just, and scriptural method, and that thiey are the best and the 
most enlightened friends of America. Tliey are def€^naing the rights of man, 
the liberties of their country, and the purity of divine truth. The welfare of 
the human family, and the glory of God, depend in your nation upon the suc- 
cessful issue of the entevprize in which they are engaged. Let them proceed un- 
dismayed ; strong in the uprightness of their cause, and in the protecting favour 
of the Lord cf Hosts, Let their numerous Societies, — ^their seventy agents, 
and aU iriendly to the cause of the suffering Negro, powerfully, energetically, 
and unflinchingly, advocate immediate and unrestricted Emancipation. The 
time will come when they shall be viewed as true patriots, and be lauded for 
an*esting the cxarent of corruption. May they enjoy as their present reward the 
liberty of the children of God, the consolatioiiis bf the Gospel of peace, and in 
every'place be made to triumph. May their principles soon be universal, and 
enwrap America as in a gaiment of light, and beauty, and love= 

We have thus discharged a. sQlemn duty, vv'e have obeyed the divine wiU in 
not suffering siri upon our brother ; and as these admonitions proceed from 
fraternal love, we pray you to receive them in good part, and to try th^jA by 
the standard of truth. But whatever be the result of this and similar appeals, 
we know that Slavery, despotism, superstition, and all evils are doomed to 
ruin. The Lord is coming out of his place, to shake terribly the earth, that 
those things only which cannot be shaken may remain. Slavery will not stand 
the concussion : and it will be well for those who now^ encourage it, to reflect 
how grievously its forcible removal may rend and lacerate the political body. 
The Saviour has decreed the freedom and the happiness of all nations, and He 
rales all thing 3 for tiie purpose of accomplishing this graad result. The divine 
Spirit of liberty will yet he amply poured out, and will emancipate the master 
from the dominion of fiery passiousf and the Slave from corporeal hoadage. 
When the li"ht of divine truth shines vnth unclouded brilliancy on the world, — 
when the influences of the spirit aflect all classes of men, — when the pure and 
gentle doctrines of the Gospel form the acknowledged rule of conduct, and when 
the Saviour reigns over his Church, commensurate with the limits of the globe, 
not a chain, nor a yoke, nor a mark of degradation will exist. Men shall be 
hlessed in him, and all nations shall call him blessed. Our prayer is, that 
America may anticipate this period, and by casting away Slavery, and raising 
her coloured children to the rank and the rights of citizens, and by unfolding fill 
the energies of political and spiritual power, may stand forth to the world an 
example of liberty, happiness, and virtue, so bright and commanding as to 
guide the nations to that state of socialimprovement and prosperity, at which it 
IS the divine will they shall all yet arrive. 



Remonstrance of the United Associate SrNOB, 1836. 

1st. That we hold as one of " those things that are most surely believed 
among us," that the treating of human beings as pro])erty, without an express 
permission from Him who is the Supreme Proprietor, is utterly repugnant to 
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the piiiu:ii>les both of re«t!on und revelation— equally inconsistent with the lavr 
uf justice and of love—iui outrage on Imnmn nature, and an insult to God its 
uutliov. 

2d. That believiui^ that " God hath made of one blood ail the nations of men 
to dwell on the face of the earth," and that in Christ Jesus" all believers are 
in relation, and character, a.id privilege, "one," without respeptto distinctiort 
of colour, any more than of origin, or sex, or age^ or station, we maintain that all 
luen yielding obedience to the laws of civil society, have an equal right to the 
secure enioyment of life, liberty, and propeTty—that all Christians jT^eldiug 
obedience tc the law of Christ are tqually entitled to the joint partici])ation ot 
all the ordinances appointed for the Members of the Church— and that it is the 
duty of tlie followers of Jesus, to " honour all men," and to " love the brother- 
hood," and to express these sentiments by a corresponding conduct. " 

3d. That we contemplate with deep sorrow and regret, tlie enormous guilt 
which our own nation has corj.tracted by the practices: of holding and trading 
in Slaves, — practices persisted in for a lonjj course of years, notwithstanding the 
clearest exjjosition ot their impiety, injustice, inhumanity, and imjjolicy,— with 
devout wonder, the forbearance ot God in not having shown his righteous dis- 
pleasure by involving in common ruin those who perpetrated and those who 
permitted such enormous crimes—and with lively gratitude, first to God^ and 
then to the benevolent tnen whom he honoured as the instruments of his mercy, 
those two great national measures, the Lef^islative Abolition of the British 
Slave-trade, by declaring that traf&c to be felonions, and the Legislative Aboli- 
tion of Slavery throughout the Colonies of Great Britain. 

4th. That while we cherish a fraternal esteem and affection for Christians and 
Christian Churches ofUvery land—for "all who in every place call on the name 
of the Lord Jesus, both theirs and ours," we regard with peculiar interest the 
Christians and Christian Churches in the United States of America, not so much 
because many of these Christians are sprung from a common ancejjitry, and 
many of these Christian CntiTches hcld^ot onTy the saase doctrinal sentiments, 
but maintain the same ecclesiastical polity with ourselv^Sj as for their distin- 
guished zeal, energy, and perseverance in "works of faith, and labours of 
love" — ^for the unprecedented exertions they are making for the universal and 
thorough christianization of their own conntrv and of the world. 

5th. That in proportion to the esteem and anection with which we regard the 
Christians and Chnstian Churches in the United States of America, are the aston- 
ishment and grief with wliich we have heard that not only among the members, 
but even among the office-bearers of some of these Churches, are to be found 
proprietors of, and even dealers in Slaves — ^that not only private individuals, 
but some ecclesiastical bodies have engaged in a shocking, though, happily, 
hopeless attempt to reconcile these monstrous practicee^v/ith the law of God 
and the Gospel of Jesus Christ,— and that to such an extent does the irrational 
and unchristian prejudice connectetl with these practices prevail, that, not 
merely in the ordinary intercom-se of society, but even in the most sacred insti- 
tutions of religion, men of coloitr arfe treated as if they belonged to an inferiw 
species, acknowledged indeed to be fellow-Christians, yet dean; with as if they 
were not fellow-men. 

6th. That we greatly rejoice to know that just sentiments on this subject are 
not only held by many individual Christians in the United States, but are clear- 
ly and forcibly expressed in the symbolical books of some of the churches, and 
that there is a rapidly increasing conviction of the reality and magnitude, of 
the evils specified, manifestiiig itself in vigorous exertions for their complete 
removal,— and although sensible of the numerous and powernSl obstacles which 
our Christian brethren, both in their political and ecclesiastical capacity, have 
to surmount, in order to their success in this §acred enterprise ; we confidently 
trust that by the blessing of God on the faithful statement of Christian truth, 
and the impartial exercise of Christian discipline, thfiise unseemly stains on the 
fair character of American Christianity will be wiped away ; and so i)owerfulQn 
snflueuce be exercised by a purified church over the national mind, as shall 
secure, ere long, the legislative abolition of Slavery throughout the whole terri- 
tory of a people, the liberality of whose political institutions gives them so high 
u place among the nations, while it contrasts so strangely with the upholding 
and even with the permitting of Slavery and the Slave-trade; and hopefully 
anticipate that that degradation of character, which is said to belong to men of 
colour 4n the United States, »nd that contempt and dislike which have alter- 
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xiately been the cim.se anil tlie enect of that (knvvadatioa, will not loii^ f>ui'vive 




give an account ot himselt tmto Gotl,"~-and hopiug 
brethren in America will not be backward eith<?r to receive or to retarn, 
when circmustances j^hall seem to them to require it, the kind office of faithful 
admonition, — we are constrained by the love we bear our I/ord, the regard wg 
have i'or his authority, the jealousy we feel for the honour of his name, and the 
desire we feel for the i)rosperity ot His cause, as well as by our cordial affection 
for brethren for whom " we labour fervently in our prayers, that they may 
stand perfect and complete ii^ all the will ot" God," to strengthen their lianda, 
aiid encourage their hearts in the arduous but honourable work to which our 
Lord is now loudly calling them, by urging them by the regard we know they 
have for the authority of God, the grace of the Saviour, the honour of Chris- 
tianity, and the salvation of the world, to employ the mighty influence which 
God has given them, and which brings along witli it a corresponding weight of 
resjionsibility, in "loosing the bonds of wickedness, undoing the heavy burden^-, 
letting the oppressed go free, taking away from the midst of them the yoke and 
the putting lortli of the finger;" that so 'Hheir light" which has aiteady "gone 
iQrth as the morning, may shine more and more unto the perfect day." 



Remonstrance of the Conguegational Unio^t ■ Scotland, 1836. 

I. That as a meeting of the Congregational Union of Scotland, we are not to 
be considered, m regard to any sentiments we express, or any resolutions we 
adopt, as sustaining an official and representative character, or as asstming any 
kind x>r measure ot authority which would be at variance with the ^^p^t dis- 
tmguishmg principle maintained by us, of the mutual independency of the 
Churches of Christ: that, in the resolutions which follow, we speak'for our- 
selves, whilst, at the same time, we have abundant j^iound for entertaining the 
most confident assurance, that they are in full accordpiuce with the views, and 
wishes, and prayers, of the great body of the brethren throughout the country 
with whom we are associated. 

II. That in the spirit of those Christian principles which are the foundation 
<^^rpersonal hopes, the elements of our spiritual life, and the charter of our 

New Covenant liberties, we look back with devout thankfulness to the God of 
Irovidence, to the decision of our Legislature, by which, after a I6ng and 
arduous struggle, the Slave-trade was branded with the stigma and condemned 
to the pmnshmeut, of felony : and, in the same spirit, we contemplate the more 
recent act;, following up the aboUtion^f that nefarious tra.ffic, by which a final 
ternnnatipn has been put to Slavery itself throughout all the colonial depen- 
dencies ot the British Empire,~-an act by which a seemly and glorious consis- 
tency has been imparted to our character and institutions as a free people, and 
a dark cloud has been dispelled, which had long brooded over oilr beloved land, 

fiV ^^^'^^ with t^e vengeance of offended Heaven. 

i ' when this act was passed— an act demanded alike by 

me claims ot humanity, justice, religion, and sound policy— one, and not the 
least ot the sources of our grateful joy, was the sanguine asHsigation of the bene- 
ticiai influence which mi^ht be exerted on the counsels and conduct of other 
people, by the example of a nation occupying, through Divine fkvour, so exalt- 
ed and commanding a position as our country does, amongst the Goverj^ments, 
not ot l^^urope orily, but of the world— an infiuence of^^which our high estimate 
led us to cherish the deUghtfully clieeririg hope, that^ at no distant period, " every 
^ 1 V ^® broken,^' and, in all lands, " the oppressed should go free." 

IV .1 hat we cannot but regard with feelings of special interest, our Trans- 
Atlantic brethren m the United States of America, congratulating them on their 
participation with ourselves, through the kindness of the same universal Ruler, 
m the precious blessijigs of a common freedom, and a common Christianity; 
Iioidmg m admiration, the amount of Christian liberalitv and Christian effort 
evinced by them, in the dissemination of the Word of God"; and of the education 
requisite for the use of it, through every part of their own tenitory, as well an 
tor the complete evangelization of the world ; bat that in proportion to the delight 
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we liave eKperieiiced in heariiig" oi' tiuclt triumplisof CiaiHtiaii imMciplo auiong.si 
tboni, liav-o bocn our t\Ktouisliiueut and concera, tbat both tlieh- freedom and their 
relij^iou should be so wadly tarnished by the Incongruoiis association with them 
of Slavery, to so vast an extent, in all its hideous forms (i>f traffic and oppression, 
jtnd in regard to millions of immoii;al felloW'-creatures dependent npon tliem ; 
the systematic proscriptien, by severe penal laws, of all that instruction ^which 
might impart to the victims of iicrporeal thraldom, the knowledge which en- 
lightens and saves the soul, and the liberty wherewith Christ makes sinners 
free ; and onr wonder and sorrow are rendered the more intense by the informa- 
tion, that so many Christian men and Christian ministers stand, chargeable with 
what we are constr<?ined to denommate the sin of Slave-holding and Slave- 
dealing, in direct contravention^ as we hold it to be, of those ijrinciples and 
precepts, which it is the very object of the Christian ministry to expound and 
inculcate, imd of the Christian character to e.KerapHfy. 

V. That. " God having n^ade of one blood aU nations of meii to dwell on the 
face of the whole earth, — and all sprung from a common origin, having become 
partakers in a common guilt, the objects of a common redemption, we sincerely 
lament the extensive and deep»rooted prevalence of a prejudice so miwG?thy 
the generosity of freemen, and of the humility and dignity of Clu'istians, as that 
against culmr — a prejudice by which so many millions of fellow-men are placed 
undpr £01 unmerited and disgTacefid opprobrium, arc excluded fromintercom'se, 
are prevented from availing themselves of such advantages as might enable them 
to evince their fair average of intellectual endowment and moral capabilities, 
and so to assume the position in society to wliich they might thus establish 
their claim ; and even, in many instances, doomed to retain the stigma of 
moi'ked separation in those ordinances of Christian communion, where all dis- 
tinctions ought to be merged in the common chjiracters of fellow-sinners and 
fellow-saints. - 

VI. That we cannot adopt, as the principle of our conduct, the spirit of the 
first murderer, " Am I my brotlier's keeper ?"-— but in the better spirit of that 
religion which associates iu one hbiy ^vnd blessed fraternity '* ail that in every 
place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours," and 
which imperatively prohibits our^'suiFering sin upon our brethren," we feel it 
our incumbent duty to expostulate most anectionately, most respectfully^ but 
most earnestly, with our Trans- Atlantic fellow-Christians, imploring.themtolay 
to heart, in this matter, their duty to God, the common Father, to Christ, the 
common Saviour, to thieir kindred of the human faunly, and especially to those 
members of the redeemed family of God, who, with themselves, shall form a 
part of the " multitude which no man can number, out of all peoples, and kin- 
dreds, and nations^ and tongues,^ that shall stand at last before the throne and 
before the Lamb to raise themselves from their lethargy, and, in the power 
of the principles of our common faith, with the largeness of heart which Chris- 
tianity inspires, the regard to humanity and justice which the royal law de- 
mands, and that practical consideration of the true interests of their country, 
which a sound policy dictates, to unite their efforts and their prayers in break- 
ing asunder the yoke both of cruel bondage and of degrading prejudice, in roll- 
ing away the reproach that lies at once on their national and their Christian 
reptitation, and so bringing dovni upon themselves, upon their churches, and 
upon their country, the blessing of Him who, in immediate connection with 
such deeds of justice, and such " wprks of charity and.labom's of love," and in 
token of his graciojjs approval of them when iione for his name, hath said — 

Then shall thy light break forth as the morning, and thine health shall spring 
forth speedily^ and thy righteouBness shall go before thee ; the glory of the 
Lord shall be thy rer^:-ward." 

Vlh That in such way as ma;^ be deemed most expedient and efficient by 
the Committee of the Congregational Union, these resolutions be transmitted 
to our brethren of the Congregational Churches in the United States of America, 
with assurances of our most cordial affection, and with earnest prayers that 
they may be received on their part in the same fraternal spirit in which, we are 
deeply conscious, they have been dictated on ours, and that, by the Divine 
blessing, they may, in some small measure at least, contribute to the realiaation 
of the inexpressibly interesting and momentous objects to which they relate. 

G. D. CULLEN, Chairman. 
JOHN WATSON, Seciietarv 
T<y THi: Union. 
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RKMOjMSTHAlsCii Till!: Ri;LIi>F Sv^oi), 1836. 

I. That this Synod, witli devout adniivation of the grace of God, acknowledge 
the eminence in piety to which many of the chwrcho.s of the United States oi' 
America have attained, and that, in many respects, they feel themsehres called 
upon to cherish warmer zeal, by the example of theii- TrtuiB-Atkintic brethren. 

TI. That, nevei-thelesa, their admifiition does not render this Synod blind or 
insensible to the foul blot wliich darkens and disfignrea the profession of so 
many of those clmrches, in the maimer in which they treat the claims of the 
coloured and Slave population of their comnionwealt]i. 

IIL That with respect to the first of these classcf^-— the free cojomred popula- 
tion— this Synod regard with deep abhoiTence the extent to which the prejudices 
of the whites of^ainat a different complexion have been carried, so as to afflict 
their coloured fellow-citizens with much posi^tive injustice, in the common in- 
tercourse of life, and even to stigmatise and degrade thein within the sacred 
pale of the Church of tjim wlio hath made of one blood all the nations of the 
earth, and who, w^ithout distinction of tribe or family, saves and sanctifies by 
his blood and Spirit. ^ 

IV. That with respect to the other persecuted class—the Slave population— 
this Synod would have felt astonished and grieved, had their American brethren 
shown any apathy to the ifrievances and wrongs of those haplei^s millions. 
How much are they not fiileii with dismay at the dishonour inflicted on the OhriS' 
tian profession, yea, with indignation, when ministers of the G ospel and their 
flocks, are beheld abetting and aiding in the dark work of prohibiting the ed\ica- 
tion of the Negro, and resisting and persectiting the advocates of his Emanci- 
pation ! 0 

V» That this Synod not only feel themselves called upon, in defence of the 
honour of their common Christianity, to raise their solealn testimony against 
the conduct of their American brethren in this matter; but, f.hat they consider 
they have a right to interfere with theni, by fervid remonBtrance, for they hold, 
that they are the American Christians' fellmv-citizciiSf in virtue of the miity of 
the Church Catholic of the Redeemer. 

VI. That this Synod, therefore, instruct their Moderator and Clerk, to com- 
municate these resolutions, in the manner they judge most suitable, to those 
quai-ters in America to which they are applicable; and further, that the Synod 
earnestly recommend to such members of their denomination, as may have 
friends and acquaintances in America, that, in their correspondence, they deal 
with the consciences of their brethren in this matter, and admonish them on the 
subject of their accountability to the God of justice, and the Redeemer of the 
African. 

VIT, That this Synod express their admiration of the heroism with whichthe 
friends of the Ne^o are, in the midst of scorn and persecution, pursuing the 
work of the Abolition of that evil which is the dishonour and scourge of their 
country ; and instruct their Moderator and Clerk to employ the means which 
appear best to them, to communicate to these brethren this expression of our 
admiration, our sympathy, and our gj-atitude, (for we feel ourselves their debt- 
ors), that they may be encouraged in their labours. 

Which resolutions were unanimously adopted. 



AnniiEss from the Yearly Meei'Ing of the Society of Friends, ik 183Cf, to 

THEIR FeLLOW-PROFESSOHS IN THE UnITED StATES. ' 

0 . 

*' Dear Friends, — This meeting has been introduced into a feeling of deep 
sympathy with the victims of Slavery, and of the Slave-trade in your land. The 
faithfulness with which many <?f your ancestors bore their testimony; against 
this unrighteous system, not only by precept, but by an example involving great 
personal sacrifices, has been grateihlly brought to our remembrance ; aii4 when 
we consider how fuUy you have washed your hands of this iniquity, and how 
long you have continued to deplore the existence of this enormous evil, we trust: 
we may cordially miite together, in deeply commiserating the condition of more 
than two millions of thepe unhappy victims of the laws of yom* country, who, for 
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no cviiwe of their own, are \10jnstl3' deprived of their personal liberty, liable to 
the cruel dissolution of the tenderewt ties of iiatare, awd a large proportion of 
them sunk i«to the depths of niorai degradation. 

The sufferings of these vrrctched o utcasts of society are doubtleas not un- 
noticed by Him who died to save them : and as we mnst all look to Him for the 
exteiiaion of mercy towards ourselves, let ns be careful to lose no opportunity of 
shelving mex'cy to our feilow-nian, by seeking to alleviate his afflictions. 

We regret that the ultimate object of the act whicli lately passed our legis- 
lature, for the Abolition of Slavery, in all the dependencies of the British 
empire, Las been delayed by a term of apprenticeship, whicli is now proved to 
have been entirely mmecesaary, by the safety and advantage with which im- 
mediate Emancipation was ei^tected in Antigua and the Bermudas, two of our 
West India colonies. 

" It was under the divine blessing, through the powerful infiuence of Chris- 
tian principle, that this act of justice was at length accomplished; and in 
humble grateful recollection of the conspicuous part which our re4igious 
society took in this great work, we have abundant reason to believe that vsre 
were made instrumental in awakeninj^ many of our ftjllow-Christians, of other 
denominations, to a sense of their religious obligations on this deeply interesting 
subject. 

The noble sacrifices which your forefathers made for the support of that 
})rinciple which you have so consistently maintained : — That man cannot hold 
property in his fellttw-man, — ^has j^laced you in a position more advantageous 
than that of any other body of professing Christians, for holding up prominently 
to view this testimony, on pure Cluistian principle. We affectionately desire 
to strengthen your bands, in meekly, yet boldly, advocating this cause of jiLstice 
and Immauity, and in a steady perseverance in promoting it, however discour- 
aging your circumstances may appear. 

" hmlj aware that you have greater difficulties to encounter than we had, ia 
advocating the cause of the oppressed, we_ sincerely sympathize with you, but 
earnestly desire that by the Help of the JLord, you may be enabled firmly to 
advance in this labour of love, in the full persuasion that the path of duty will 
ever be found to be the path of true safety. 

" It is with lively feelings of interest in the welfare and prosperity of your 
country, that we venture to suggest to your consideration, whether there are not 
indications of an approaching crisis in this momentous question, in which it will 
mainly dei)end, under Divine Providence, on the faithful conduct of those who 
act on Christian principle, whether Slavery shall be abolished in your land by 
peaceful legislation, or by concision and violence. We desire to unite with you 
in earnest prayer to the Father of mercies, that He would be pleased to protect 
you in all yoxir dangers, preserve your country in tranquillity and peace, and 
hasten the day of universal freedom. ^ 

" Living, as we do, in a land where Slavery is unknown, we may not he able 
to make sutBcient allowance prejudices to which a closer connection 

with this great evil insensibly leads. But in remembering that God hath made 
of one blood all nations of men, to dwell on all the face of the earth, may you 
be enabled to labour against the influence of this baneftd feeling, whicli has 
infikted upon a large portion of even your free community, the cruelty of un- 
merited! degradation. 

" When we consider that every human being, of whatever colour, or of what- 
ever clime, is equally with ourselves an object of redeeming love and mercy, 
and that all those who by obedience to the Holy Spirit, are enabled to work out 
their souls' salvation, will meet together in one'kingdom of rest, and peace, and 
joy : we entreat you, whilst w^e desire it for ourselves, to seek after and cherish 
that spirit of Christ' an love, which enables us to consider every country as our 
country, and every man as our brother. 

in the earnest desire that the blessing of the Lord may rest upon you, and 
upon your labours in this righteous cause, 

" We remain, with love, your friends, 

" (Signei^ on behalf of the meeting,) 

"SAMUEL TUKE, Clerk." 



ilr.MONfJTllAKCE Ul' TlIK l^AISLKY EmaNCIVATIDN SoClKTV, > 

CiiuisTiAN BuETBiiEN ! — hi addrcsshig- you on the subject of Slavery, we beg 
most distinctly to assure you that we do ho in no spirit of pride or assmiied 
superiority ; but with respect and afitectiou, as persons professing the same com- 
mon faith, and avowing obedience to the same Lord and Master ; and v/ e should 
certainly not have troubled you with any c6mmumcation on such a subject, had 
we been able to reconcile silence regarding it, with those duties which we owe 
you as brethren, in whoxn we dare not see sin without rebukiiig it ; or with 
those obligations under which we all lie, to observe the injunctions of the Savi- 
our, and to take heed, that, as far as we can, these injunctions he observeil also 
!>y others. 

It has been reported to us by persons who have travelled in your country, and 
their statements have been iully confirmed by works descriptive of Anxerica, 
that have issued from the press on both sides of the Atlantic, that of the T/iir- 
tecn Millmis of inhabitants in the United States, there are no fewer than Two 
Millions and a half of Slaves, who have been deprived of that liberty which by 
God's gift belongs naturally to every human being, and of which no man has a 
right to depriveliis brother, unless lie has forfeited it by conduct destructive of 
the peace, and inimical to the welfare of Society. And we are informed by owe 
of your own judges, that these Slaves are generally considered and treated as 
little superior to the brute creation. That they are regarded by your laws as the 
mere personal goods or chattels of the individuals-^who may own them-r-are de- 
clared incapable of possessing property — their children may be torn from them 
wlicnever their master pleases, and sold by him into perpetual servitude ; that 
these Slaves are herded together like cattle, and goaded on to their profitless, 
because unrewarded labour, by the whips of their task-masters; and are, in 
short, treated as if they were the jreverse of immortal beings, destined equally 
with their masters to tue enjoyment of salvation, and to honour and artorv, in 
those realms of happiness which are beyond the confines of the grave. ^ 

Now, if this, dear brethren, be, as vf c have ree«son to believe, a. true and cor- 
rect aiccount of the Slavery which exists among you, we would wish most affec- 
tionately, but honestly, to expostulate with you as to its continuance ; and you 
will permit us to say, that our conscientious belief is, that as Christians, you 
cannot, without guilt, engage in, or sanction a system so utterly at variance 
with the whole spirit of the gospel— a system which gives man a power that 
God has not given him-— to make merchandise of his brother— to rob him of his 
freedom— to steal away fi-om him his child, and to break up at pleasure all those 
social relations and obligations which God has established for the comfort and 
the happiness of his intelligent creatures ; all which is in direct and flagrant 
violation of the two great gospel rules which Christ himself has laid down for 
his followers:—" Thou shaTt love thy neighbom- as thyself," and "Whatsoever 
ye would that men should do unto you, do ye even so to them." 

We believe also, brethren, that the system of Slavery which exists in your 
country is utterly inconsiistent witn the principle of your civil constitution. In 
the origingj Declaration of American Independence, it is expressly afiirmed, 
" That all men are created equal— that they are endowed with certain inalien- 
able rights, among which are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness which 
statements all of you, we presume, approve, and in token thereof have subscrib- 
ed. But is it not, we would ask, exceedingly inconsistent to hold such a prin- 
ciple in theoTT, and yet violate it in practice? To avow, in the face of the 
w^orld, that all men are created equal, and yet make the mere colour ^f the 
skin a groundof inequality— to maintain before high Heaven, that God has en- 
dowed all men with liberty as an inalienable right, and yet deprive two millions 
and a half of hvaascQ. beings of its enjoyment, are, at least to us, contradictions 
so palpable and so unworthy of the character of your country, that we would 
entreat you, as freemen, and especially as Americans, either to cancel such 
statements from your national charter, or annihilate for ever a system which 
thus belies yom- national faith and national integrity. 

But what has chiefly excited our astonishment and regret, is the fact, that a 
system so unjust, unscriptural, and revolting as Slavery, is abetted and encou- 
raged by many of the ministers, office-bearers, and members of your various 
churches, without subjection to Christian censure 6i discipline for conduct so 
improper and unbecoming. Nay, it has been stated to us, that among your 
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cliurch lueiubei^:, aud luiuiyters of the gospel, theve are to found j>voprieioi s ot, 
iiixd even ^lealcr.s in Sliu-e.s ; and we lja»/e .seen, vvitli humiliation and sorro\^', 
Hoiae ol" ycnr ecclesiciaticnl }>odie«, hucIi as Presbyteries, Synods, and Confer- 
ences, attempti?ig to defend these monstrous practices, and to pervert the vex-y 
statements of tlie ins]>ircd word, in order tluat the deaiers in Slaves may be 
shielded from deserved dishonour and detestation, and tluit Slavery itself may 
be continued to disgrace and to stain most foally your national honour. 

We have heard also, that in some of your churches, the prejudice against 
colom* prevails to such an extent, that the white ai^d the darlc liued children of 
the same Almighty Father, are not permitted to wovwhip in the same place, but 
ftie separated from eacli other into ditTercnt nllotments ; and that in .some 
iri,stance,s, the master arid the Slave are not suffere<J to sit down simultaneously 
at the same couimunion table, to commemorate the love of him who died to 
reconcile man to his Lord, and men to one another ; and who in the bestowal of 
hivS blessing- equally receives and saves all who come to him, iio matter what 
their previous character^ theii' colour, or their clhiie. 

And is it really true, dear brethren, that " these things are so ?" That opinions 
such as those above stated are held by many of your munber ; and that practices 
so abhoiTent to every principle of humanity and relig^ion are ])erpetrated by 
professed disciples of the meek and lowly Jesus ? Suffer us, in affection and in 
love, to e>:postulate with you. on this subject, and to beseech yoi], by the duty 
which you owe to the law of God, which describes tlie stealing and, resetting of 
a man to be equally capital offences in his sight— by your obedience to the 
commands of Christ,*and by the love which he has bound jon to exhibit to your 
feliow-mcn, to waafc, as Christians, your hands free of ail participation in such 
opinions and such practices. For your duty to yourselves, and to your religious 
principles-^your attachment to the precepts of eternal ^justice — the love which 
you bear to your native countxy-^and the desire you have to see her great, and 
prosperous, and happy, all urge you to " loose the bands of wickedness, to mido 
the heavy burdens, to let the oppressed so free, to take away from the midst 
of yon tlie yoke, and the putting forth ot^the iinger." The existence of Slavery 
among you is, in our estimation, a foul blot upon your liational character, and a 
crying disgrace to the Christian Churches of your land ; and never till it has 
been completely annihilated, will your great and rising country assume hon- 
ourably that high place in the scale of nations which we believe Ler destined by 
Divine Providence to occupy; and never, till Slavery is abolished, will your 
Christianity appear as it ought to do, "fair as the sun, unsullied as the moon, 
aaid terrible as the bannered host." 

In conclusion, we would just remark, dear brethren, that although you may 
refuse attention to, or compliance with, the brotherly appeals which in this re- 
monstrance we have addressed to you, we have only been discharging onr duty 
to God, to the church, to ourselves, and to you ; and we woT.ild wish affection- 
ately to remind you, that although Christian men may now refuse to do justice 
to their coloured brethren, there is a time coming when that God who liearetli 
the f^oanings of the prisoner, and pitietli the sufferings of the distressed, will 
vindicate his own law from violation, and prove to the satisfaction of tbe uni- 
verse, that the mere circumstance of country or of colour, does neither warrant 
any human being to oppress his brother, or expose any to oppression and con- 
tempt. 

In name and by authority of the Paisley Emancipation Society. 



Remonsteakce from the Inhabitakts of Dumbarton and the Valk of Leven, 
. anopted in 1837, to which were attached foob thousand two hundred 
Signatures. 

Friends and Fellow-Ghrjstians !— We, the undersigned inhabitants of Dum- 
barton and the Vale of Leven, in Scotland, address you in the spirit of kindness 
and brotherly love. We disclaim all right to dictate to you; to interfere with 
your political institutions., or to dd any thing that is inconsistent with the dignity 




ol" iivfintMi ami ihc chavity ol' iht' ^,'osi)i>L Pi-oin}>UHl by syuijiaiiiy tov the 
oiJin-e.sHcd, uad wan auted by ibe rigbis our common iiatm o, we, uh one povi iou 
oftbo family of man, wonUl affoctionateiy andsoleuuily vemonstvalo wiib you, as 
another pot tiou of fcliis iamily, on tbe gwilt, infamy, and danger of prat^tisinf^i; or 
coTOitenancin^ social Slavery. Tbatpcrlod, we trusty in tbe bistory ot (dyih/zation 
lias arrived, ^vlien war.s of a],'i?rcssion slmll cease ; and when nations, instead oi 
eonlendinti- by armed forces, Hball enujlate eacb other in deedtj of benevolence, and 
shall reciprocally exert the exciting and moulding iutluence which their attain- 
ments in liberty, in f^cience, in learning, and in religion, qualify them to put torth. 
Ours is a moral interference ; founded on the great principles of humaiuty, the 
laws of God, and the dictates of tbe gospel—an interference wMcli the state oi 
things in your country constrains uh to employ— -which we invite you to recipro - 
cate with regard to our faults— and which all good and benevolent men will 
respect. Allow us then to lay before you tlie vievv« vdiich we entertain with 
reference to Slavery. 

We abhor Slavery in all its forms, as a syBtem which debases man, corrupts 
society, and provokes God. It scars all kindly feelings in the heart of the master, 
brutalizes his nature, and assimilates him to a malignant demon— iimictmg 
upon the helpless, pain, sufiering, and woe. It robs the Slave of his natural 
rights, wi-ests from him his personal labour, and converts him into a chattel anil 
beast of burden ; thus putting him into a condition where, by physical necessity, 
he is prevented from discharging the high duties of a responsible creature. It 
considei-s men as mere animals, devoid of immortal souls, that may be bought 
and sohl, and used like cattle and articles of merchandize. Other sins are 
generally individual acts— even despotism is the deed of one or at most of a 
kw —but Slavery is "iniquity established by law," and involves either as agents 
or abettors, all the members of that coiumuiiity where it exists. It is a flagrant 
violation of the design of social government, the grand purpose of which is_ to 
protect and secure the persons, property, and riglits of mankind ; for the uation 
in wisich Slavery is sanctioned is an association formed on the base and rufttan 
principle of one class of human beings degrading permanently another, and 
profiting by their bondage, their toils, and their blood. It is a system rife with 
mdescribable horrors, the worldng of whicli spreads guilt, pollution, and misery 
tiirougli all pai-ts of the land, and causes to arise from unnumbered broken 
and bleeding hearts, a cry which, there is reason to fear, the Divine ruler will 
yet answer in terrible retribution. 

We detest this system wherever it is found, and in what form soever it appears. 
Whether the Slaves wait on the Eastern despot, or serve the President of the 
great Republic, we welcome them as brethren, pity their degradation, and in 
the name of insulted and outraged humanity, we demand their freedom. But 
Slavery assumes its darkest and most loathsome forms when it is connected 
with the institutions of a free, generous, and enlightened j^eople— just as poverty 
becomes more squalid and disgusting when it is seen beside th.e glare ot wealth 
and grandeur. We felt this truth as applied to ourselves. We dei)lored the 
existence of Slavery in the British dominions ; confessed the guilt which it had 
bi'ought upon us ; laboured to procure the liberty of our enslaved fellow-subjects ; 
and as an evidence of our repentance and sincerity, we wave twenty millions 
sterling to gain their emancipation. It is therefore with feelings of deepest 
grief aad shame, that we learn there are upwards of two millions of Slaves in 
the United States; that the condition of these in many States is exceedingly 
miserable ; that they do not legally enjoy the benefits of marriage and the sweet 
afRnites of father, husband, and brother ; that they are generally denied the 
advantages of education; and that property in man, the accursed traffic in 
human beings, and all the horrid attendants of Slavery, are countenanced and 
perpetuated by the law s of your country. 

We deplore this system of things on account of the Slaves, on account of the 
free citisiens, and on account of tlie serious injury which it does to the sacred 
cause of liberal principles. America is a great and a splendid nation, and has 
been contemplated with the liveliest interest as a magnificent experiment 
regarding what enlightened and patriotic men, unopposed by prejudices, by 
illiberal customs, by vested rights, by adverse interests, can accomplisli for the 
social welfare and happiness of man" Peopled by persons who came from other 
lands, and who can-ied with them intelligence, experience, and piety, your 
country obtained at the veiy outset wise and excellent iustltutions. It was a 
new and peculiar state of things, that a matured system of laws should be given 
to a nation at the, first; and as there was nothing in the condition of the people 
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to tlcttuit operation of tlu' laost. beiievoleut pviiicipk'N. tlie m-o^ircsa of the 
eKpei iineiit has been watched with the deepest solicituUe. 'riie eyes of the 
sincere io vers of civil and religiotss liberty have been turned to America mth 
intense and auxious gme ; they luive prayed that the experiment might be swc- 
cesfiful ; and they have ardently wished that tlie energies of the social system, 
nin-estvicted by the encumbrances of agew, might j^loriously expand and bear 
the richest fraits^ Your exertions were hailed with growing pieasnre. Your 
magnificent home aocieties for diffusing the blessings oi education and scriptural 
knowledge, your methods for preventing crime, your revivals of religion, your 
c-iirbrta in the cause of temperance, and your missions of love to the heathen — 
executed with so much energy, were all welcomed as proofs that America was 
destined to instruct the nations, to stimulate the kingdoms of Europe in the 
noble career of social improvement, and to shower blessings on the world. 
Arguments in favour of liberal principles, both civil and ecclesiastical, were 
beginning to be enforced by confident appeals to America. We loolsed to the 
west, and we saw indeed freedom arrayed in her brightest attii'e, adorned with 
all that is fair and precious ; but when she rose from her glittering seat, and held 
out for the admiration of Europe the charter of American independence, we be- 
held a stain on her brow and a tetter on herrighthand; Slaves scourged, bleeding, 
and dying behind her ; and that her beautiful robe was spotted with the blood 
of murdered thousands. The friends of despotism rejoiced at the sight, and the 
friends of liberty turned away and wept ; and silenced and ashamed, they retired 
to mourn o ver the guilt and inconsistency of sinful men, and to lament that the 
moral influence of America upon the nations .should be thus cruelly destroyed by 
the existence of domestic Slavery. 

These things ought not to be. VYe entreat you as freemen to wipe away this 
foul disgrace, and to purify your national institutions by giving immediate 
liberty to the enslaved. Adopt without delay, measures for opening the doors 
of their servitude. Strike the fetters from everyhand — proclaim liberty through 
ail your States— and embrace in the arms of love your black and coloured bre- 
thren. They have immortal souls ; warm aifectious ; and useusl energies ; and 
when blessed with freedom, they will promote and strengthen your social pros- 
perity. Be just and consistent. Bear not the symbol of liberty in one hand, 
and tlie scourge in the other. Weaken not your influence upon 'the old world 
by tolerating longer this system which stains the moral beauty, and paralyses 
the strength of your nation. Delude not yourselves with tlie idea — subversive 
of all the responsibilities of the social state, that you are not accountable for 
the guilt of American Sis. very, and that it i."? a matter which concerns the Slave- 
holders alone. It is a national sin. The Slaves are your fellow-creatures— 
your brethren, whom in the eye of the Divine law, you are bound to love and 
to relieve ; and " if you forbear to deliver them that are drawn imto death, and 
those that are ready to be slain ; and if you say behold, we know it not, dotli 
not he that pondereth the heart consider it ? and he that keepeth thy goul, doth 
not he know it? and shall not he render to every man according tf> his works?" 
Recognize the great principles that all men, whatever be the colour of their skin, 
haveljy nature equal rights, and that it is the immediate right of the Slave to 
have Emancipation, and the immediate duty «f the master to grant it; and 
employ every lawful means, such as example, discussion, and the difiusion of 
information, for carry ing these principles into Ml effect ; and then your national 
brightness will be without a spot, and the delight which good men feel in your 
prosperity will be without an alloy. 

We beseech you, as fellow-Christians, regard and act upon the free and gen- 
erous spirit of tlsc- gospel. It offers the high privileges of salvation to aU classes. 
It .opens tii€ gates of heaven to the black, as well as to the white man. It tells 
us that in Christ J esus there are neither bond norfree, but that all are one family, 
of whicli Ood is the head. It softens and removes oppression wherever it 
comes, and pours into the wounds of society the healing oil of gladness and joy. 
The Redeemer says, " Preach the gospel to every creature;" and shall Ameri- 
can Cliristians interfere and say. Lord, not to the sons of Africa ? The Divine 
Judge says, " Love all men 5" and shall the fearers of his name in America say. 
Lord, exempt the coloured I'ace ? The blessings of heaven's love and mercy 
descend like the rays of the sun upon all lands ; and shall the government ^f 
the freest people in the world, interpose an enactment to prevent these blessings 
from falling on the black and degi-aded children of Ham ? Such conduct ss 
assuredly not doing to others as you would wish them to do to you. Our Lord's 
will, clearly taught in the Bible, is. that you love these men, give them equal 



?nteving into the ears oi the hoMol babbaotu, ana v*ai.j "ectj.w 
Kroaaing of the burdened Israelites, v/ill hear the aigh'mg of yow pnsoiiCTw, at&a 
display in your laud, tmle-ss speedy repentance urrefit \m arm, the v/aae -waivtHi^s 
judgments of his awful power. , , r- • 

It is with unspeakable pleasure that we have heard that nmuerom Societies 
have been formed among you for the glorious purj>ose of prQcwmg, by coiisuui- 
lional and peaceful mcays,the in^mediate Emancipation of the Negroes, i iieae 
Societie$ have our entire and cordial approbation, and our fervent player tor 
their success. Their principles appear to us to be accordmit with Scriptuxe sHWi 
hutnan rights— and the plan of operations which they have adopted, to be that 
which seems best calculated to gain the end which all the sincere opjJonexits ot 
Slavery have in view— namely, the freedom of the enslaved. We bidth^e 
societies God^speed ; we encourage them to so forward, unmsmayeU by aim- 
culties, scorn, and danger; the persons who compose them, are, m ow 
opinion, the best and truest friends of America ; and we warn others against 
opposing them, lest it be in their case aa it was with those vyho compeUed 
Moses to flee from Egypt, when he interfered with his brethren, that they retard 
for many years the full prosperity, happiness, and glory of their country, anU 
be obliged to implore those very men, whom they now despise, to^sist in res- 
cuing them from the dreadful evils in which the perpetuating oi Slavery will 




in behalf of the iniured Negroes comes from the working classes- ^ 
liabitants of a manufacturing district, proves that your guilty conauct has ex- 
cited universal astonishment, and called into operation feelings which shall 
prompt incessant rebukes, till ye loose the bands of wickedness, imdo the heavy 
burdens, let the oppressed go free, and break every yoke. 

fn addition to the foregoing Remonstrances and Resolutions, we have before 
us similar documents adopted in large public meetings at Bradfohv, Leicest f:«, 
VouK, Leeds, Darlington, Bibmingh.ui, Bath, Bristol, &c. &c. 



CASE OF AMOS DRESSER-ATTACK ON MR. THOMPSON IN THE 
CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN, AN AMERICAN NEWSPAPER 
PUBLISHED AT NASHVILLE; AND MR. THOMPSON'S REPLY. 

(Fro?n the Glasgow Argus, J 

Our readers are aware that in May last, Messrs Thompson and Breckinridge 
were engaged in a public controversy in Glasgow, on the subject of Slavery in 
the United States. In another column will be found one of Mr B.'s speeches 
on that occasion ; we have not heretofore noticed this controversy, nor would 
we, on the present occasion, have introduced any part of it into our columns, 
were it not that we deem it high time for some one to speak out in relation to 
the Dresser case. That Mr Thompson has been gnilty of the most §ross mis- 
representations of the Gospel ministry, in the Slave States of America, is obvious 
to all who reside in the southern section of the Union. Thus, he represents 
many of them as Slave-dealers, at which assertion we cannot but be amttzed. 
Mr Thompson, when he gulled his Glasgow hearers with this slander upon the 
mittisters of the Gospel here, certainly was not aware that the man who, in thiw 
country, makes a business of buying and selling Slaves stands upon a level 
with the black-iegged gambler, and is viewed as a nuisance to society. He 
certainly was not aware that such an employment would for ever close the ears 
oif the community against the preaching of any minister ; and that if such a one 
would attempt to preach the Gospel of Christ, he would ho hissed out of the 
pulpit by an indignant people. This, however, is only of a piece witli Mr 
Thompson's other representations concerning American Christians. 

But our chief object at present is, to give the trac version of the Dresser case; ; 
and we deem it necessary for some one to %'indicatc the characters and conduct 
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of tlie seven or olc\ cu elclovs of the Presbytenan C'lmrcii, aliiickni to by Mv 
Thonip.soii. indeed, we feel in duty boand to attempt tli;,s vindication, because, 
hi Drcsser'y account of that affiuy, lie laments the absence of his friends from 
the city during his trial — they being at the camp meeting when he \va« taken 
prisoner. These friends of Mr Dresser were the members of the Cumborlanii 
Presbyterian Church at Nashville, who were then absent at a meeting held by 
a sister churcli some ten miles from town. For his ixitroduction to these frie7i(h\ 
Mr Dresser was indebted to the writer, and lie attended that meeting with the 
expectation that his special friend, the v^Titer of this p.rticle, would recommend 
to the congregation the Cottage Bible, which he offered for sale, not because 
Bibles are a scarce commodity in Middle Tennessee, for we presume they are 
nearly as plenty as in Glasgow; but because it is a valuable commentary, 
admirably adapted to the wants of plain people, who cannot afford the expense 
of a more voluminous' work. 

Then, as the acknowledged friend of Mr Dresser, we deem it our duty to give 
the true version of the conduct of those implicated elders of the Fresbyteriaii 
Church here. Moreover, as we do not belong to that CImrch, but to one that 
by many is viewed as a rival to it in this country, we cannot bo suspected of a. 
desire to conceal the improper conduct of its members. Again, we are no 
Slave-holder, but have often m our columns pleaded the cause of the African, 
and insisted on the amelioration of his condition. Besides, being a native of 
Glasgow, and our connections well known there, we think our statements should 
have some little weight in that city, \^here Mr Thompson's assertions were 
made concerning the seven or eleven elders of the Presbyterian Church in 
Nashville. 

We have seen the names of these seven or eleven eldei's given by Mr Thomp- 
son, and what must the citizens of Glasgow and of Great Britain think of the 
correctness of Mr Thompsoii, wlien informed, through the Riedium of a paper 
published in Nashville, that on that occasion there were present neither seven 
nor eleven Elders of the Presbyterian Churcli, but three — Mr J . C. Robinson, 
Mr S. Seay, and Mr William Armstrong. All of them respectable gentlemen — 
who, Mr Thompson to the contrary notwithstanding, would do honour to the 
eldership of any church in Glasgow, or elsewhere. With the first of these gen- 
tlemen we have conversed upon this subject, who stated he had been appointed 
a Me- aber of the Committee of Vigilance, but never attended except during Mr 
Dresser's trial. And then he was induced to be present for the most benevolent 
purpose, viz. : to do his utmost to have Mr Dresser treated as he would wish bis 
own son to be in similar circumstances — and that dming the whole scene he 
pled that the young man should go unscathed. The motives of the other gentle- 
men we believe were equally good. 

A true statement of the circumstances attending that trial, however, will 

Klace the whole affair in a vei-y different light from that given by Mr Thompson. 
Ir Dresser came to Nashville under the character of a book-pedlar, about tbe 
time that an effort was being made by a band of white desperadoes to excite 
the Negroes in a neighbouring State to deeds of rapine, bloodshed, and murder : 
was discovered and prevented ; and v/hen the citizens of Nashville had good 
ground to believe that persons of a similar character were at work inflaming 
the minds of the coloured population here, when pictures of white men and <^ven 
children cruelly lacerating the backs of Negroes, were being circulated among 
them ; in a word, when the whole population were in a most feai-fii state of ex- 
citement ! On his aj-riving in town, Mr Dresser, being a Presbyterian, applied to 
Dr. Edgar, the Minister of the Presbyterian Church, to countenance him in the 
sale of his Commentaries; he, to encourage the young man, introduced him to 
the members of his church, some of whom purchased his books, and treated him 
with great kindness. When he had supplied that congregation, Mr Dresser 
introduced himself to the writer of this article as a candidate for the Gospel 
Ministry— stated that he had not sufficient funds to complete his education, and 
had resorted to the bi;isiness of selling books to enable him to finish his course. 
The writer gave him an introduction to the members of the Cumberland Pres- 
byterian Church here, many of whom patronised his work purely to help him 
to finish his studies. Meanwhile, certain ve^ry inllammatory placards, addres- 
sed to the coloured population, were posted on the corners of the streets during 
the night by some one unknown. When the Cumbeiiaud Presbyterian congre- 
gation lierc- were supplied, the writer intioduced Mr Dresser to a C. P. congre- 
gation in the country, some five miles from town, recommending him to their 
patronaiic and loft him with ihcni to dispose of hiy Bible?. During his .stay 



tlioio, i»lacai(ls ol tlie «aiuc description witb those tiheady mentioned, were 
posted on the trees in diflerent parts ofthe neighbourhood. These circxnnstanee.s 
exc-itod suspicion, and created indignation in tlie minds of the populace, zve 
think justly. 

The morning before Mr DrOvSser went to the camp-meeting, in his barouche 
were found, accidentally, a number of inflammatory tracts and pictures ot the 
same character with those already in circulation ; and, it being noised abroad 
that an Abolitionist incendiary had been detected with the publications m his 
possession that had created so much excitement, the whole pojmlation became 
exceedingly exasperated. A number of gentlemen who liad been appointed 
during the emergency of the occasion, a Committee of Vigilance applied to the 
Mayor of the city for a waiTant for the apprehension of Mr Dresser, w'ho had 
followed the writer to a carap-meetlng, for the ostensible purpose of selling his 
Bibles. On his being brought to town, the Committee entered into an examin- 
ation of his papers and conduct; during which the indignant and much-excited 
populace demanded that he should be placed in their hands ; some were for 
tarring and feathering, others were for whipping him severely, and others for 
shooting hirr. The Committee believed that he bad acted very wrong, and 
deserved punishment, but were unwilling that he should fall into the hands oi 
an exasperated populace. Some insisted that he should be committed to jail, 
and be tried by the laws of the land ; but it was evident that if this were done, 
the enraged populace, in all probability, would take his life before he could 
reach the prison; and it should be remembered by the citizens of Glasgow, that, 
in Nashville, the civil authorities have it not in their power to send up the 
Gallowgate for hundreds of armed men ; no, the people govern themselves, and 
there is no check here upon popular fury except their own good sense. In this 
dilemma the Committee thought it most prudent to appear to punish him, and 
sentenced him to receive twenty lashes. A gentleman of great popularity was 
appointed to declare this sentence to the people and obtain then- acquiescence 
—with some difficulty he succeeded. Mr Broughton, the officer who had him 
in charge, having received secret orders not to hurt the young man, directed Mr 
Dresser to hold his hand upon his back, and stated that he would strike that. 
Mr Dresser himself afterwards said that he felt only the last blow, owing to the 
whip passing over his hand. At the close another gentleman addressed the 
throng, and insisted that no further jmnishment should be inflicted upon him , and 
called upon them to give a token of their approbation, which was accordingly 
done. During the whole s<iene the members of the Committee surrounded him 
to keep ofl the populace, and at its close they conveyed him to his lodgings ; had 
this not been done, Dresser never would have left Nashville alive. Mr Dresser 
subsequently, to the Rev. Mr Hatt, a Presbyterian minister in this vicinity, 
expressed his grateful thanks to the Committee for the course they had pursued ; 
and to us it is most evident that these gentlemen saved his life. We now a][)peal 
to every reflecting man, what in such circumstances would have been the fate of 
a person in the hands of a Glasgow, a Manchester, a Liverpool, or a London 
population, without the interference of the military He would have been torn 
piece-meal. 

Mr Thompson says, the elders who condemned Dresser to be whipped had the 
Sunday before given him the elements of the broken body and shed blood of the 
Lord Jesus Christ: if they did, in our humble opinion, on that occasion they 
acted the parts of friends, and to these very men he is in a great measure in- 
debted for his life. But to our knowledge, the Sabbath before his trial, Mr 
Dresser was in Frankland or its vicinity, eighteen miles fi-om Nashv ille ; and he 
acted very disingenuously in his publication of that affair, to represent the 
conduct of the elders of the Presbyterian church in so dark a li^ht, from some 
of whom, previous to his trial, he had received many marks ot attention and 
hospitality, and all of whom befriended him as much as they possibly could when 
his life was endangered. As an act of justice to those who cannot be present 
to speak for themselves, will the Glasgow editors to whom this number is sent, 
give this article insertion ? Will Dr Wardlaw, to whom we send a copy, be so 
kind as to see to it, that the false statements of Mr Thompson, in relation to tho 
f?even or eleven Presbyterian eldery, are corrected ? 
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M il G K O II G K T H O <M r S O N ' S R E P h V. 

To the Editor of the Glasgow Arg7is. 

118, PiuNCE'a Street, Edinbuhuh, Feb. lO/A, 183/ . 

Sir,— -In your paper of Monday last is an editorial article taken from the 
Cumberland Presbyterian^ a reHgious newspaper, published at Nashville, I'eu- 
nessee, United States, in which the writer attempts to invalidate my testimony 
respecting the character and influence of Slavery in the United States, by im- 
pugning ti>e truth of a certain statement made by me during my recent discus- 
sion with Mr Breckinridge. As I am charged with having "gulled my Glasgovir 
hearers," I am aui-e you will afford me the space necessary for the vindication 
of my veracity. In the course of the debate 1 stated—" That Mr Dresser, a 
pious and respectable young man, was apprehended in Nashville, on suspicion of 
being an Abolitionist, brought before a Vigilance Committee, and, according to 
' Lynch Law,* was sentenced to receive 20 lashes with a cow-skin on his bare 
back. That he was so punished, and that upon the Committee were seven 
elders of the Presbyterian Church, and one Campbellite minister." The whole 
case, as narrated by Mr Dresser, and published in the Cincinnati Gazette, is now 
before me. The Committee bv which Mr Dresser was tried and sentenced, is 
called a " Committee of Vigilance and Safety !" The following are the names of 
the seven elders in the Presbyterian Church :— 

"JOHN NICHOL. 

A. A, CASSEDAY, 

SAMUEL SEAY. 

S. C. ROBINSON. 

ALPHA KINGSLKY. 

Wm. ARMSTRONG. 

o ■tr TV C!"T.r^rTrn 

THOMAS CLAIBORNE. 
" The name of the Campbellite minister." 
—See Second Edition of the Discussion, p. 131 . 

I have never referred to the case of Amos Dresser for the purpose exclusively 
of demonstrating the corrupt state of the American Churches in the Southerzi 
States, or the Slave-dealing propensities of the " Gospel Ministry," but rather 
to illustrate the history of "Lynch Law," and the blind and merciless fury of 
reppbUcan abettors of Negro Slavery. 

The writer in question is careful to deny, what I have never asserted, that 
many ministers of religion in America are Slave-traders. I understand the 
technical mea^iing of the word '■^trading" in Slaves too well to charge any of 
the clergy of America with following that profession. Far be it from me to 
class them with those human jackaUs who are ever prowlinj* over the Slave- 
raising States, to find a supply of victims for the distant planting States ; but I 
have charged them, and do again charge them, with buying, selling, and holding 
Slaves— with enforcing human labour with the whip — with keeping back by 
fraud, the hire of the labourers who have reaped down their fields — with build- 
ing their houses by unrighteousness, and their chambers by wrong — with using 
their neighbours' service without wages, and giving him not for his work— with 
suffering human fiesh to be classed (O, horrid iniquity !) with the property 
sacred to sacerdotal purposes — with sanctioning by practice, and greedy parti- 
cipation in its gains, a system which deprives more 4han a sixth part of the 
population of the United States of their inalienable natural rights, and social 
and religious privileges. 

Let the "natives of Glasgow" ponder well the following uncontradicted state- 
ments, made in the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of America, 
May, 1835 :— 

" Thousands and thousands of our fellow-creatures are writhing under the 
lash, often inflicted too by ministers and elders of the Presbyterian Church. 
Ministers of the Gospel and doctors of divinity may engage in this unholy 
traffic and yet sustain their high and holy calling. 

" Elders, ministers, and doctors of divinity, are with both hands engaged in 
the practice." 

Has "a native of Glasgow," since ho reached his adopted land, seen any 
advertisements like the following ? If ho has not, and will read them in con- 
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uection witli tlie above citations, he will, 1 think, he disposed to admit that he 
did me some wrong when he bvanded me us a slanderer of the ChriHtian« of the 
Southern States. If he ia familiar with such documentts, then ho must have left 
his love of freedom and justice in Glasgow, and become, against conviction, the 
apologist of Lynch Law," and sanctified Slave -drivinj^. 

From the C/mrlcsto?i (S. C.) Courier, February 12, 1835:— "Will be sold by 
Thomas Gadsden, on Tuesday the 1 7th instant, at the North Exchange, aprime 
gang of TUN NEGROES, belonging to the Indepenhent Chuhch, in Christ Clmrdi 
parish." (! !) 

Again, February 1st, 1835, the "sale at auction, of the property (?) of the 
Revermd Doctor Furman, consisting of a cotton plantation of 2000 acres, a lib- 
rary, chiefly T/aealogical, Twenty-seven Negroes, two mules, one horse, and one 
old vV'aggon." ! ! 1 

Again, the Southern Religious Telegraph of October 31, 1835, states that, in 
one part of Virginia, "of rather more than thirty Presbyterian ministers, in- 
cluding missionaries, twenty are farmers, (viz., planters and Slave-holders,) 
upon a pretty extensive scale." 

While such a state of things continues, while the Church is thus defiled with 
innocent blood, let not the Cumberland Presbyterian imagine that the Christians 
on this side of the Atlantic are to be silenced by the cry, "misrepresentation !" 
"slander!" Sec. We shall continue to cry aloud and spare not. We shall tell 
the people of America their transgressions, and the house of Jacob their sins ; 
nor cease our remonstrances till they let the oppressed go free, and break every 
yoke. Greatly do I rejoice to find that the movements in this country on the 
subject of American Slavery, are exciting attention and creating discussion. 
Let us have free discussion, and tbe accursed system will soon be hurled to the 
dust. 

The denial that tlcere were seven or eleven elders present during the trial of 
Amos Dresser is altogether unnecessary. J have never stated the number of 
elders on the Committee as more than seven. I have never stated that these 
wete present when Dresser was condemned. It is not denied in Nashville, that 
the elders named were members of the Committee. Their connection witli that 
infamous association is all I have ever insisted upon. Seven elders and one 
minister on a Lynch Committee ! Officers of a Christian Church in league with 
the mail plunderers of Charleston, the kidnappers of New Orleans, and the mur- 
derers of Mississippi ! This is amalgamation indeed ! But, says their apologist, 
they did not go all lengths with the mob, or with their brethren in the Commit- 
tee. They are pious and kind hearted men. One of them pled, but jiled in 
vain, that Dresser might go unscathed. Again, I ask, what had they to do with 
an illegal and self-constituted tribunal, erected in contravention of all law and 
justice — in direct violation of the Constitution — a wicked, and w^orse than in- 
quisitorial -aggression upon the person and liberty of tlie citizen ! These 
modem Filates may pronounce their victim innocent, and wash their hands, and 
plead the will of the rabble, but they can never erase the fact, that tluey " deli- 
vered him to be scourged." They cannot deny that they were members of an 
unconstitutional court, making itself at once accuser, witness, judge, jury, aiid 
executioner ; and that they condemned a Christian citizen who bad committed 
no crime, broken no law-, to a painful and ignominious |)umshment, " But,^' says 
a native of Glasgow, "they did not hurt him." Be it so^ let them have the 
benefit of the unexampled clemency of the man who wielded the " heavy cow- 
skin," the scene is quite sickening enough without the addition of a bloody 
back. My advice to the elders of Nashville, *'who would do honour to the 
eldership of any church," is. Let Satan do his OAvn work. "What fellowship 
hath ri^teousness with unrighteousness? — and what communion hath light 
with darkness ? — and what concord hath Christ with Belial ? If determined to 
act in the matter, it should have been to denounce the unlawful doings of their 
fellow-citizens, and to have stood forth the open and dauntless asserters of the 
rights and innocence of the stranger in their midst. The language of every man 
fit to be an elder, in reference to every Lynch Committee, must be^ "O, my soul, 
come not thou into their secret *, unto their assembly, mine honour, be not thou 
united." 

It is further denied that Mr Dresser received the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper firom the hands of anv of the elders who sat upon his trial. From Mr 
Dresser's own narrative of the transaction, published m the Cincinnati Gazette^ 
I find that he arrived at Nashville on Saturday, the 11th of July, and took 
lodgings at the Nashville Inn. That, during the following week, he proceeded 



Willi tlu> sa)e of his Bil.ler4,till Sa/i<>'dt(!/ tlio iBtU ; wlieii, wliilo alteudiug a camp 
iiieotiu^? a i<-w miles tVoiu the city, he was api)reheiKleil by JMv Jiroughtoii, the 
principal city otlker, brought to Nashville, and, by order of the Mayor, (!) deb' 
vered over to the Lynch Committee. Mr Dresser then adds— " Among my 
triern, there was a great portion of the vespcctal)ility of Nasliville. Nearly bait 
of the whole nmnber professors of Christianity, the re]mted stay of the Church, 
supporters of the cause of benevolence in the form of Tract and Missionary 
Societies, and Sabbath-schools, several naembers, and most of the eluara ot the 
Presbyterian Church, from whose hands, but a few days before, I had reecived the 
emblems of the broJceu body and shed blood of our blessed Saviour. * * « * 
Some of the Committee were in favour of thirty-uiue, others were for inflicting 
one hundred laslies, whilst others still thought me worthy of death.'' 

Thus have I shown that, in my statement of this affair, I have not wandered 
ihe breadth of a hair from the narrative of the sufferer himself. 1 have stated 
that I frequently referred to the case of Mr Dresser to exhibit the headlong 
fuvj of the Slave-holders and the triumph of mob-law. Let us see how far the 
admissions of the Cumberland Presbyterian go to support my representations. 

J. Christian men pleaded in vain with the " respectability" of Nashville that 
Dresser should go '^unscathed." 

1 f . The Committee thought it " prudent to ai^pcur to punish him, aud sen- 
tenced him to receive twenty lushes. ' 

III. But for the efforts of the Committee "Dresser never would have lelt 
Nashville alive." 

i V. Of the indignant populace, " some were for tarring and feathering, other« 
were for whipping him severeij^, and others for shooting him." 

V. " The people govern themselves, and there is no check here upon popular 
fury except their own good sense." 

What a revelation is here ! Tar and feathers, the cow-hide, a,nd the rifle, are 
the portion of the niau who dares to avow himself the friend of the oppressed ! 
The laws and the constitution are " blurred and blotted parchment."' 'Mayors, 
i^onstables, and militia, are puppets to fill the gewgaw scene, without power to 
oppose the will of their high mightinesses, the disciples of Judge Lyncli. Pro- 
perty, liberty, and life, depend upon the "good sense" of an "excited" and 
" enraged" populace. Trecious safeguard ! Who would not dispense with the 
ordinary securities enjoyed by a free people and dwell in Nashville, where all 
depends upon the " good sense" of the mob ? 

The Augusta (Georgia) Chronicle^ of the 26th August, abuses the citizens of 
Nashville on account of the mercy shown to the delinquent. " He should (says 
that paper) have been hung up as high as llaman, to rot upon the gibbet, until 
the winds whistled through his bones. The cry of the whole South should be 
—Death, instant death, to the Abolitionist wherever he is caught." 

Let the reader of this imagine himself suddenly caught up and conveyed be- 
yond the seas to an unknown land. He alights in the centre of a city having 
all the appearances of high civilisation. The Church, the school-house, the 
Excliange, and the thronged Mart, bespeak educ.sition, trade, commerce, and 
religion. The scene changes — it is midnight — he beholds a spacious square 
lighted with torches, and filled with an infuriated multitude, breathing out 
threatenings and slaughter. In their midst, a human figure is seen, naked and 
kneeling, with hands clasped and raised to heaven. A number of well-dressed 
men, ne-< :'Iy resembling in outward appearance the servants of God in his own 
land, are near the kneeling man, giving directions, and superintending the pro- 
ceedings. A tall figure draws near, and holds above the suppliant the instru- 
ment of torture, and the emblem of infamy — a signal is given, and blows are 
commenced — twenty stripes are inflicted. While yet the lashes are falling, the 
bell tolls the noon of night ; the solemn sound ushers in the Christian Sabbath- 
The punishment ended^the victim rises, and, with a glad voice, praises the God 
of his pilgrim sires for the grace vouchsafed in the hour of need. Suddenly the 
voice of thanksgiving is drowned amidst loud exclamations of" G — d d — n him, 
stop his praying." You turn in horror from the scene. Retiring, you join 
yourself to a citizen of the place, who has been also a spectator, and the follow- 
ing conversation ensues : — 

Stranger. Tell me in what country I am at this moment sojourning ? 

Citizen, The United States of North America, of which T am a native born 
citizen. 

Stranger. What is your form of Govenmient ? 



CHizen. ilepubUcau— based upon theae seU-evident truths, that all lueu iir<? 
cvoated free avid equals and that resistance to tyrants is obedience to God. 
Stranger. What is the religion of these States? 

Citizen. The religion of Christ, wlio was anointed to preach deliverance to the 
captiv'es. 

Stranger. Who is yonder cuiprit who has just been subjected to an ignomini- 
ous scourging ? 

Citizen. He is a citizen of these States, and a candidate for tbe Gospel 
ministry. 

Stranger. You fill me with surprise and horror ! Say, what foul crime has lie 
committed ? 

Citizen. He is the friend of universal liberty ; books and papers, advocating 
freedom and equality, been found in his possession. He beloxigs to a society 
for ])romoting the Emancipation of a sixth part of our population, now held iii 
basest bonds. For this he has been scourged, and may deem himself happy 
that he has escaped with his life. 

Stranger. By what law has he been condemned ? 

Citizen. Lynch Law. 

Stranger. \ do not understand you. What law is Lynch Law ? 

Citizen. It is mob-law^, or vigiiaiice and safety Committee law, and is de- 
clared by a Judge of a neighbouring State, where they recently burned a man 
alive under it, to be paramount to Congress Law, and the constitution of the 
hind. 

Stranger. By whom was his sentence pronounced ? 

Citizen. By sixty of our most respectable citizens, including seven Presbyterian 
riders and one ministeu of the Gospel. 
Pardon, Mr Editor, the length of this, and believe me, respectfully yours, 

(lEO. THOMPSON = 



CONTRABAND IMPORTATION i— THE AMERICAN ANTI-CHRISTIAN 
PREJUDICE AGAINST COLOURED PERSONS. IMPORTED INTO 
SCOTLAND. 

(From the Glasgow New Liberator of May 20, 1837.^ 

To Captain BiGiiEV, of thk Buig Canonious, now lying at thk 

Broomielaw. 

Sir,— The people of this country, in thousands and tens of thousands, are re- 
monstrating with yotir countrymen against their national sin of Slave-holding, 
Slave-trading, and kidnapping, and their anti-Christian prejudice against 
Coloured persons on account of the complexion God has been pleased to give 
them. Regarding the last of these, Sir, t feel myself called upon to remonstrate 
with you, and that publicly, because the offence with which you are chargeable 
is a public offence, and because the people of this country should know that the 
illiberal, cruel, and sinful prejudice against which they are contending, is by 
you and such as you brought home to our doors ; and that your countrymen may 
be made aware that they may expect to be remonstrated with and publicly ex- 
posed, if they attempt to import such anti-Christian maxims and practices into 
this country. 

You will be at no loss to discover that the case referred to is that of your re- 
fusing to talce out, as a cabin passenger, a young gentleman of Colour who 
applied to you on the 4th inst., when the following conversation ensued :— 

Gentleman. What is the price of the passage to New York, in your vessel, Sir ? 

Captain. How do you wish to go ? 

Gentleman. In the cabin. 

Captain. I have very good accommodation in my second cabin. 
Gentleman. But I wish to go in the best. 
Captain. I cannot take you in my best cabin. 
Gentleman. Why not. Sir ? 

Captain. (Staring the gentleman in the face for some minutes.) Are you not a 
Coloured man ? 

Gentleynan. Certainly I am, Sir, 
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Cuptahi. 'l liou i cannot take yuu in my cubin; I have not heon accwstomeiJ Ik? 
live u itli (M!oi;r'''l |.^eO})le. 

Here a third > sun, who was in the <.;a])tnin'.s company, «aid. If lie took yoxi 
in his cabin it . dd prevent otliev i)asHenj^ers from fj^oin^. 

The gentleman asked if there were any American passengers, and bein;.; 
answered that there were none, replied, No British subject wouhi refuse to go 
in the same cabin with me on account of my complexion, since I have repeat- 
edly travelled in the T)est cabins of the first steamers in Jiritain, withovit meeting 
with any sucli objection. 

ikiptain. Although all my passengers were perfectly willing, yet I would not 
sutler you to go in my cabin, for i have not been accustomed to live with 
Coloured people. He farther stated, that as such was the custom in the United 
States, and as his was an Amevican vessel, the same rule would be followed by 
him here. 

This, Sir, is a public offence; because you publicly advertised your vessel for 
passengers, without stipulation as to colour or any other exception ; and wlien 
a gentleman, intending to become a pas^senger, applies as above narrated, you 
turn round and say, '"No Sir, I can't take you ; your complexion is wot so fair 
as niine." You should in your announcement have sta,ted that you would take 
j)asseugers only provided they are white, not Coloured people'^ and then the 
public would have known your conditions and exceptions ; hut it is right now 
that the public should know that they are such ; and it is to be hoped that the 
])eople of Scotland will appreciate both you and them. 

I proceed now to endeavour to show that such prejudice is, as said abovie, 
anti-Christian, sinful, cruel, and illibeval, and shall be most happy if J succeed 
in convincing jou and some others of your countrymen, that it is' so, notwith- 
standing that it preva,ils very extensively in the United States; and, what is 
remarkable, among persons professedly religious, and indeed of whose soundness 
in the faith we can have no doubt. In attempting this task, the limits of a 
newspaper compel mo to be concise. 

It is so obviously unjust to subject a person to any obloquy, inconvenience, or 
disadvantage, on account of adventitious circumstances, over which he neither 
had nor can have any control, and which constitute in him no real demerit in 
moral character or mental qualifications, that it appears quite superfluous to 
prove its injustice. It may he said, indeed, to he an intuitive axiom. It would 
be as reasonable and just to inflict upon a man any disqualification on account 
of his stature, the colour of his hair, the shape of his nose, the place of his birth, 
or if he shouldhappen to want a limb, or be otherwise deformed, as on account oi" 
his complexion, which is to him as much an accidental matter, and as little im- 
plying any moral or mental defect, as any of these circumstances, and many 
more which might be enumerated. 

The inconsistencies in the conduct of man are, in some cases, so extravagant, 
that they may he said to make angels weep and devils laugh. And in your 
country these may be seen in as great luxuriance and perfection as anywhere. 

You associate with, and inflict no disqualifications on a man on account of 
tlie place of his birth or his religion. He is equally eligible to places of trust 
and power, whether he be of Dutch, French, English, Gennan, Grecian, Turkish, 
or any other origin, provided he be white, and have no African blood in his veins ; 
and you admit men of all religious denominations, Baptist, Presbyterian, Metho- 
dist, Episco|3alian, Roman Catholic, Jew, Turk, Mahoraedau, or Infidel; and 
you would give a passage to, or associate with, any of these, or with any white 
man, although he may be flying from his creditors,whom he may have defraud- 
ed, or from the gallows, to which the laws of his country may have sentenced 
him. But to a " Coloured tnan," who has sustained an unblemished character, 
who has pursued his studies with credit and distinction, surrounded daily with 
whitfi students, who has honourably taken his successive degrees, and finally 
thatofM.D.,inGlasgowUmversity,to which hehad been driven from New York, 
his native place — these illiberal prejudices interdicting him from pursuing his 
studies in any American University — to "a Coloured man," who, on account of 
his mental acquirements, his liberal education, his moral and religious charac- 
ter, and polite behaviour, is unquestionably entitled to the rank of a gentleman : 
and who, as such, has fi-eely associated in this city, and elsewhere throughout 
the kingdom, with gentlemen and ladies of the most respectable classes of 
society, at their private tables, and in parties, and in public meetings ; to such 
a one you refuse a passage in your vessel, for the good and substantial reason 
that God has been pleased to make his complexion dilferent from yours I ! ! 



And have yon any veayon to inl'ov that your complejuon is the most acceptahlc 
m the wight of God — of that God who has " made of one blood all nations of men 
to dwell upon the face of the whole earth?" Do you not know that ''God 
looketh upon the heart," ?/or?^^ow if/zt' colour of the slcln^ as a test of admission 
to Hin divine favour and presence in the heavenly kingdom? You may refuse 
him a pasyage in your ve«sel, hut you cannot refuse him a passage to heaven — 
you may refuse to associate with Coloured persons on earth ; but will you not 
associate with them in heaven ? May they not stand there ixi judgment against 
you and your countrymen, for the injustice done them here ? Or think you, that 
there will be one heaven for whites, and another for Coloured people ? Is it so 
that you have read your Bibie ? 

I appeal to your own conscience, Sir, and ask you, vs^ere you a coloured man, 
would you like to be so treated on account of a matter over which you have no 
more controul, than over the colour of your hair, or the height of your stature ? 
For, as the Scripture says, you canuot make one hair black or white ;" and if 
not o:ie hair, certainly not the colour of the skin. Would you account such treat- 
ment to yourself just and Christian? T am sure your conscience answers 
No. Then what do you make of our Saviour's command, " Whatsoever yc 
would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them ?" He neither taiigut 
nor exemplified in his own conduct any such unjust distinctions. 

If I have succeeded in vshowin^ that the j)rejudice against persons on account 
of their colour is unjust, it must loUow that it is anti-CTiristian, sinfai, and cruel. 
Although aware that many sensible and otherwise good men yield to its influ- 
ence, perhaps from having imbibed it from their earliest years, yet I am not 
aware of any rational defence being attempted to be set up for it.* It seems to 
be thought bad policy to obliterate such a distinction ; but be assured, the old 
maxim may be depended on, that " honesty" or justice " is the best policy ;" 
ffiat promotes dissension and division, this union and strength. Look at South 
America, and even the West Indies, where Slavery lately existed ; Jamaica, for 
instance, where there are free coloured gentlemen in the legislative Assembly, 
and some of them holding other civil offices. 

Nov?, because it is so in the States, you and many others, 1 believe, seem to 
be satisfied that you should yield implicit obedience to the custom. But, what 
has made it custom, and what keeps it custom in the States? Slavery and 
Slave-holding. "Know ye not," says the Scripture, "that to whom ye yield 
yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey ; whether of 
sin imto death, or of obedience unto righteousness ?" In thus yielding submis- 
sion to distinctions set up by Slavery and Slave-holders, whicli are opposed to 
the will and the Word of God, but united as political expedients to maintain 
their sinful sway, are you not yielding yourselves the servants of sin imto 
death ? 

Trusting that you and your countrymen, who are verily guilty concerning 
your brother in this matter, may soon be made free from this sin, and become 
the servants of righteousness, I am, Sir, yom-s sincerely. 

JOHN MURRAV. 

BowiiNG Bay, ni;ar Glasgow, \2th May^ 1837. 



AMERICAN SLAVERY AND ITS EFFECTS. 

THE SHIP CANONlCUg, CAPTAIX IIIGLEV. 

We have seen in two Glasgow papers, the (C//}WJ/cfe and ^rg^tv*) a statement 
respecting a student of Glasgovv College, who was refused a passage in the 
cabin of tlie American Ship Canonicus^ Captain Bigley, because of the eolour of 
his skills being descended from the African race. We have ascertained that the 
statement is perfectly correct, and we happen to know the excellent young man 
who has been thus treated — thus insiulted because of the colour of his skin — his 
Almighty Maker's work I We believe no one in the Glasgow College was more 
esteemed for his amiable cpialities and literary acquirements, and by none more 
than by the Professors of our University, who showed their esteem by marked 
attention to him. 

We have often denounced the system of Slavery, and, from every appearance, 
no country in the woi'ld has more to dread from its moral and physical results 
than the American Republic, of all nations the most inconsistent^ and, we are 
afraid, the most guilt y touching thir- matter. Wr f^ay thiy more in sorrow thanin 
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;aig4;r, bccauae we know what a bad use foreign despots and their beloved iVieuds 
the Tories t>f owr own land make of thia. 'I'hey scornfully point to the United 
States saying"., There is yoiir glorious Republican freedom ! there is the work- 
ixi^ of your Voluntarv wysteni of religion ! there is the cause of man in its yicr- 
fection,*and 2,500,000 human beings the cattle-property of tlie ])oasting' nation !" 
Americaji President ! American People ! looic at this picture. The despots of 
the old world, and their sweet cousins the Tories, have you fast bomd here be- 
tween wind and water. They have certainly a lieavy hit at you here, and the 
speech of the new President of your Republic was by iio meaiis calculated to 
weaken the force of this sneer at your spotlessness ! We tell you frankly that 
your country will )?peedily he broken up into separate hostile, if not desi)otic 
states, if you do not abandon Slavery ; tmd you ought to think of St. Domingo 
and be wise. The chain which you keep so closely round the necks of " Afric's 
insulted race," cannot but, as a retributive justice, ^all yourselves ; and the 
effects will be to keep your great Republic in an unquiet and unsafe state. The 
])rig Canoniciis^ Capt. Bigley, is not tne only instance which has lately occurred 
of refusal to passengers, (educatefl classical scholars, and worthy men,) because 
of the tiufxe of skin, and of their origin, A staiement appeared some eight months 
ago, in the Glasgow and other papers, of two Clergymen who were thus refused ; 
and a poem, whicb was admired for its force, beauty, and sentiments, was con- 
nected to one account, which related the case of the Rev. Peter Williams of 
New York, (a Coloured gentleman,) who v/as refused a passage in an American 
ship to London ; but a noble-minded English captain took him into the cabin of 
liis own ship, and treated him with distinguished regard. The following lines 
occur in said poem : — 

" And dar'st thou, America, say thou art free. 
Whilst thus thou de^radest thy brother ? 
The scorn of the nations is pointed to thee— 
Deep scorn wljich thou never can'st smother. 
Whilst thus thou uuniessl the rigiits of mankind, 
Thy odium shall sound on the waves and the wind." 



LETTER FROM THE COMMITTEE OF THE GLASGOW EMANCIPA- 
TION SOCIETY, TO JAMES M'CUNE SMITH, Esq., M.D. 

Dear Friend and BROTKEn,— When you are about to leave our shores, and re- 
turn to your native country, we cannot deny ourselves the gratification of ten- 
dering you a formal testimony of our esteem, in addition to all the common 
evidences of affection and respect for you wliich it has been our privilege to give, 
during our intercourse for several years. 

When you first appeared among us, the circumstance was in a high degree 
calculated to excite our sympathy on your behalf, that a y oung man should be 
found seeking, in the Institutions of Scotland, those intellectual accomplishments 
which he was refused an opportunity of acquiring in those of his native land, 
on account of his complexion not suiting the taste of a prevailing party of his 
countrymen. Our first feelings towards yoa, dear Sir, we acknowledge, were 
chiefly feelings of compassion. But, after a brief acquaintance, you became the 
object of sentiments much more honourable to yourself. We felt ourselves called 
upon to esteem you for your virtues, and to admire you for your intellectual 
powers and attainments : and from the contemplation of your character, we 
acquired additional ardour in the work of delivering yom- kindred from the 
oppression Qf men, few of whom, we are persuaded, equal you in whatever dig- 
nities and adorns human nature. We did not, indeed, require to be ^convinced 
for the first time, that the man of Colour is possessed of all moral and intellectual 
capabilities in equal measure with the white; but you made the doctrine less a 
matter of abstraction to us, and impressed us with the sight and the conscious- 
ness of the present living reality « 

struggling for the Emancipation of our own fellow-subjects, 
we fehcitated ourselves on gaming you as a member of our Anti-Slaverv Com- 
mittee ; and we assure you, that when you appeared on our platforms, and'moved 
or supported our Resolutions, the oemonstration given to the citizens of Glas- 
gow, how much of a scholar's taste, how much of an orator's eloquence, how 
jnuch oi a patriot's zeal, and how much of a gentleman's courtesy and bearing 
may be tound associated with a Coloured complexion— was productive of the 
happie-st conseqvionce«, in stimulating the Abolition zeal of our population. Our 
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VVeso India ibilovv-Hubjecis am deeply yoitr debtoi-y : hut yoiu' own countrynieji 
arc snore ao ; since not a littie ot'theievvourof many among iutlie enterprise 
;j/(|ainKt American Slavery, is^ to be ascribed to the circumstance, that the insult- 
ed and opprefiaed of that land are the kindred of James M'Cmie Smith. 

You leave iia, Sir, with our earnest prayers on your liehalf, that God may ble«.s 
you abundantly ; that He may prosper you in your profession as a Physician ; 
but esjiecially that He may comisel, strengthen, and protect you, in your patriotic 
efforts for the deliverance of your brethren, and ours, from ignominy, sorrow, 
and oppression. 

We perjjetuate our brotherhood, by enrolling you as an Honorary Member of 
the Committee of the Glasgow Emancipation Society i and, with the love and 
honour of brethren, bid you farewell. 



AB014TI0N OF THE NEGRO APPRENTlCESHfP SYSTEM 



A PUBLIC meeting of the inhabitants of this city and its vicinity, to petition 
Parliament for the Immediat"* and Unqualified Abolition of the Negro Appren- 
ticeship System in the British Colonies, was held on Monday evening, June 19th, 
at seven o'clock, in the Rev. Dr. Wardlaw's Chapel. The house was crowded 
in every part by a most respectable and attentive audience, it having been 
announ'cetl that Mr George Thompson, and the Rev. Mr Cheever from America, 
were to address the meeting. 

Robert Gkahame, Esq., of Whitehill,the venerable and much-esteemed Presi- 
dent of the Glasgow Emancipation Society, was called to the chair, amidst 
reiterated bursts of applause. The respected gentleman said, it would he 
utterly preposterous in him to attemjjt a lengthened address on the present occa- 
sion ; because the object of the meeting would be much better and clearer, and 
more forcibly and eloquently stated by the gentlemen who were to address 
them. (Cheers.) He should, therefore, not occupy more of their time than to 
thank them for the honour they had conferred on him hy calling him to the 
chair. (Great cheering.) 

The Rev. Dr. WARoiiAw presented himself to the meeting amidst great 
applause, and said 

Mr Chairman, — In rising to submit a series of resolutions for the adoption of 
the audience, it may be proper to ob^rve, that this meeting, as was known to 
most present, had been intended to be held on the evening of Thursday last, 
and had been previously advertised accordingly. Before that day, I had addres- 
sed a letter to one of the Secretaries of the Emancipation Society, apologising 
for my unavoidable absence in the discharge of official duty at a distance from 
home ; — and, as that letter, which, in consequence of the postponement of the 
tinie of meeting, had been rendered useless, contained, though hastily express 
sed, the sentiments entertained on the great subject that has brought us 
together, I beg permission to make it the groundwork of ray present brief 
address. After stating the apology for absence on the intended day of meeting, 
the letter, with interspersed remarks, proceeded as follows : — " i should have felt 
it both an honour and a pleasure to have moved into the Chair our venerated 
President-, the uncompromising friend of Negro freedom, and of freedom gen- 
erally ; (cheers,) or, in his absence, to have occupied his place; or to have done 
any thing else the Committee might have wished me to do, in such a cause. I have 



Signed in name, and by appointment o: 



f the Committee. 




Glasgow, lothJune, 1837. 




vcad tlie statement of J osepli Sturge with the de^fipest interest and concern. He 
deyerves well of all the friends of tlie oppressed tor what he has done." It may 
be right to mention, for the inforaiation of some in this auditory, who may not 
be aware of it, that Mr Joseph Sturge of Birmingfham, a member of the Society 
of Friends, paid a visit, at his own cost, alonff with one or two other Friends, to 
the West Indian Islands, for the express purpose of investigating the true state 
of things relative to the actual working of the Apprenticeship system ; and has 
recently brought home his report, of vvliich some of the statements have been 
laid before public meetings, and have issued from the press. " His statements 
are sadly and too satisfactorily calculated to confirm all that we had previously 
heard, by which the suspicion and belief had been awakened, of the existence, 
to no small extent, oifoidplay in the working of the Apprenticeship s^^stem." 
The accounts brought home by Mr Sturge are not, by any means, the first we 
have received on the subject. Reports, well authenticated, had previously 
reached us, such as, even so long as two years ago, produced in many minds a 
strong suspicion, and in others a full and deep conviction, that the syst^em was 
working, and likely to work, any thing but well. The minds in which the full 
conviction was produced, were those \vhich, from previous familiarity with the 
whole subject, were prepared for the result ; and there was no mind in which 
the anticipation had been earlier and clearer than the mind of my friend on the 
opposite side of the platform, (Mr Thompson,) who had seen with a kind of 
prophetic intuition, what the consequences were likely to be. (Cheers.) The letter 
proceeds: — "A system which formed no part of what was petitioned for by the 
British people." The system was one, for the invention of which, Mr (now 
Lord) Stanley has the credit — I presume rightfully. It is not om's to say what 
his views and anticipations might be. Charity enjoins upon us to believe they 
might be good. But, whatever the intentions of the inventor might be, the 
system was founded in an apprehension of consequences from immediate and 
unconditional Emancipation, such as experience had evinced to be utterly des- 
titute of foundation. The Apprenticeship was a kind of middle state ; — not, 
however, alas ! such a middle state as some divines had supposed, in which 
there was no suffering, — but a kind of purgatorial middle state, in which the 
poor Slaves, by a process of subjection to penal fires, were to be fitted for the 
heaven of freedom. "A system which has at once gulled the poor Slave of the 
reality of freedom, and made him to feel that ' the little finger' of Apprenticeship 
is, in some respects, (I do not say in all,) 'thicker than the loins' of Slavery; and, 
at the same time, ^lled the nation out of the attainment of its benevolent pur- 
pose, for a succession of years, and exposed it to hazard even at the close of the 
stipulated period." Yes, Sir, it is the name^ not the reality of freedom^ which 
the Negro, by this Act, has obtained. The terms of the allusion I have made 
may be deemed strong but you will have abundant evidence laid before you 
to-night, that they are not too strong. Allow me just to quote a sentence or 
two. The first is from Mr Sturge, and relates to the effects of the system, 
especially as to females and their infant offspring, in consequence of that off- 
spring not being now regarded as the property of their master. The facts 
related by Mr Sturge relative to the treatment of females, were of the most 
thrilliugdescription. Not only were they most cruelly punished, but their infants 
also suffered from the inhuman treatment of their parents. The men and 
women work in penal gangs in chains. The case of ten women with children 
in jail, was this : — They said that on Friday morning last, as it was very wet, 
they did not turn into the field before breakfast on account of theii* children; 
for this on Monday they were brought before the Special Justice, and ordered 
to pay five Saturdays ; they told him they could not, as their provision -grounds 
were six miles off: they dicf not get their half Fridays, nor their salt fisli, nor flour, 
nor sugar for their infants, and that without their Saturdays they were destitute 
of the means of support. This refusal of theirs to submit to so unrighteous a de- 
cision appears to have been construed into rebellion. They were sent to the 
workhouse for three days, and will still have to pay back their Saturdays. Preg- 
nant women are often obliged to pay back tlie most of the time their masters 
lose by their confinement. They are not permitted to leave the field to suckle 
their children; and when they complain of this cruelty, their masters turn 
round upon them and say, they do not care what becomes of them, for they are 
free children. The other quotation is from a narrative just jjublished in this city, of 
the sufferings of a young Negro Apprentice, of the name of Williams, who was re- 
deemed by Mr Sturge, and brought home to this country ; of the general contents 
arid general merits of the narrative. 1 pav nothing at present, save that it is 



vv viiteu witli all a])i)!ivent simi)lscity, aiid cliiel^y in his own broken Imi^o ;— " I 
have been very ill treated by Mr Senior and tlie "Magistrates since the mew law 
came in. Apprentices get a great deal more punishment now than they did 
when they was Slaves ; the master talsc vS])ite, and do all he can to hurt them 
before the free come;— I have heard my master say, ' Those English devihs way 
we to 1)6 free, but if we is to free, he wull pretty well weaken we, before the six 
and the four years done ; w^e shall be no use to ourselves afterwards.'" — And 
then, continued Dr VV., as to the nation, what else or what less is it than its being 
If idled ? It is a hazardous thing, in certain quarters, to pay in advance. I was 
always, and still am, a conipeiisationist ; but 1 was for seeing our article before we 
})aid tor it. And, whether we succeed in obtaining an abridgment of the A ppreu- 
ticeship term or not, those with whom we have to do will require to be looked 
closely after at the jieriod of its terminatior . " O, it is affecting to think to wha i 
extent the system ot Slave-holding has destroyed the principles of honour and in- 
tegrity. The British nation has fulfilled its part of the compact to the letter, by 
the payment, with interest, from the ist of August, 1834, of the twenty raillions of 
compensation ; — the Slaves, we have abundant testimony, have fidfilled their 
part of the compact, with the most patient and persevering industry (I speak, 
of course, of the mass) ; and by those who, of all the parties, ought to have been 
most upon their honour, have the provisions of that compact been violated, in 
a degree that has rendered it a matter of doubt whether tixe Apprenticeship has 
not been an aggravation, rather than a diminution of the pressure of the pre- 
vious yoke — of the woes of Slavery itself." There is, Sir, a want of honour in 
all this, which they who haive discovered it would not, in all prooability, have 
shown at home. There is. Sir, a want of integrity, from which shame would 
have kept them — ^^from v/hich conscience would have kept them. But it is the 
effect 01 familiarity with the system of Slavery, to eat out the very vitals of 
sound principle. Let me not be misapprehended. I speak generally. I speak 
not without exceptions. There are exceptions. I know there are. But the 
natural tendency and the general effect are as 1 have stated. " This is not to hp 
borne. Blessed facts have proved — facts for which we cannot be too thankful — 
that the apprehension of evil results from immediate and full Emancipation was 
utterly groundless — all having prospered in those instances in which it was 
wisely and — I was going to say generously^ but I will rather say — righteously 
panted/' I refer here to the cases of Anti^a and Bermuda, in both which 
islands mil Emancipation was granted, and m both which islands the results 
have been most propitious. Allow me to quote, in a single sentence, the 
summary of Mr Sturge's account of Antigua. From " a summary of the 
result of their inquiries in this island, it appeared that the ^reat experi- 
ment of Abolition had succeeded beyond the expectations of it-s most san- 
guine advocates. The trade of the island had revived, the people were more 
prosperous, houses and land had risen in value, and the moral and religious edu- 
cation of the inhabitants bad kept pace with the amelioration of their condition." 
" And, whereas, some may allege that it is not worth while petitioning noii\ 
I," said Dr VVardlaw, " would answer, those on the spot are better able to judge 
of this than we are, and they urge us to use every possible effort to get the 
system abolished by 1838." 1 must here present an important document. It is 
the conclusion of an address? to Mr Sturge, before his leaving Jamaica, signed 
by fifteen Missionaries on the island. 

" We cannot refrain expressing our deliberate opinion of the total unfitness of 
the Apprenticeship system as an act of preparation for freedom ; and that it is 
to the unparalleled patience oi the apprentices, and not to its tolerant spirit, 
that the present peaceful and prosperous state of the island is attributable. 

To you we unhesitatingly declare our belief, that this mockery of freedom 
is worthless as a preparation for that state to which it can have no possible 
affinity ; that, while it represses the energy of the Negro, it has rendered him 
distrastful of the British public, by whom he considers himself to have been 
cheated by a name ; that it has entailed, and is still entailing, excessive saffer- 
ing, especially on the mother, and her helpless and unavoidably r erlected 
offspring ; and that, to secure its termination, no effort can be consid( red too 
great. 

We do, therefore, most earnestly entreat you, on your return to your native 
land, to exert your influence to effect the total abandonment of this system in 
1838. 

"But, if every effort fail in procuring the abolition of the term of apprentice- 
ship to the predial apprentices, that those advantages may at least be secured 



i(» tUinn, to wUh li tUcy avo eiiliU«'il Ijy (lit' |)Vovi:!i<tUH, iiajxTfeci us tfiey ia'«% ol 
the Act for (lu- Abolition oS" Shivery. 

W'c luvtlKn- nn;c yvn to wntcli witii vij^ibuice any hiw wliif h nuiy bo iiitro- 
(lu<;e(l ill tla^ !mj)orii(,I Parliament, or pnsHod by tmy of tlie coloiiiiil le^i.'ilatnn-s, 
to rurtail the liberty of the Ne^ro after Mie te'rniinniion of the pi'eaerAt Ky.steia ; 
uxh] }uiy enaetuierits of a vestriettve nnd oppressive iiaturc, cii-lcalaterl to .keep 
tiiem n'lore <Jef(ra(icd tluiu any others of their fellow-subjectf, for one luojnent 
beyond that period. 

'"° Yom own observations in this Colon!/ must, we think, liave convinced you 
fluit the eo.stly apparatus ])y wliich it was intended to .secure Ji measure of pro- 
iectioa to the Ne<>ro, is in many inytances made instrumental in carrying on a 
systenx (>f coercion and onpves.siini as odious us that from which he was intend- 
ed to be freed. 

" We camiot but expre.s.s our regret at the ai)athy manifested of late by some 
of those friends in England, who so long and so zealously exerted themselves in 
behalf of the injured sons and daughters of Africa, and must consider that the 
responsibility rests on them, who have the power to obtain justice for this still 
injured people, for any consequexicesi that may take place ; meanwhile we shall 
c()iititnie to exert our influence to tranquiliso their ininds under every disap- 
])ointment, and to iiuluce them to bear witli patience the wrongs they are called 
upon to suffer." 

My letter to the Secretary, continued Dr Wardlaw, closed thus: — 
Ls the abridgment of suffering such as we know to be inflicted, by the space 
of lu'o years — the abridgment of it by that period to so large a number of our 
feliow-< reatures — not worth being in earnest about ? I envy not any man the 
possession of a heart that allows him to think or to say so. Were it months in- 
stead of years, we should do what in us lies to effect tlie deliverance. If we do 
not succeed, we at least enjoy the satisfactory reflection of having done our 
<luty." I shall not detain you longer, Mr Chairman; but, on the grounds 
which have thus been stated, and which, in the course of the evening, will, I 
doubt not, be amply illustrated and justified, I beg leave to propose the fol- 
lowing resolutions for the adoption of this meeting : — 

" ftesolved, 1. That the Act of .1834, purporting to be an Act for the Abolition 
of Slavery in the British Colonies, contains provisions which, from the first, so 
far from approving, we deplored and deprecated ; — that the scheme of Appren- 
ticeship, whatever might be the views and anticipations of those by whom it 
was proposed, did then appear to us to be little better than a prolongation of 
Slavery under another name; — that, in opposition to every such half-measure, 
we ever regarded the Negro as entitled to Immediate and Unqualified Emanci- 
pation, whether respect were had to his claims on justice, to his capacity for 
^jsing liberty with discretion, or to the munificent compensation awarded to the 
planter for the loss of his personal service as a bondsman ; — that, notwithstand- 
ing, we could not but hail the passing of the Act with emotions of satisfaction, 
liaving experienced the bitterness of long-frustrated efforts, and the oppressive 
sickening of the heart from "hopes deferred, fondly flattering ourselves with a 
present mitigation at least of existing i;vTongs, ana anticipating with joy, at a 
jjcriod which, compared with past delays, seemed brief, their entire and final 
cessation ; — 

" 2. That, while our apprehensions have been more than realized, our hopes 
have been miaerably disappointed ; — that on the gromid of most unexception- 
able testimony, we are un willingly but sadly convinced, that under the colonial 
administration of what is termed the Emancipation Act, not only does the sys- 
tem of oppression maintain its ground in unmitigated severity, but that, in some 
respects, it has even assumed an aspect of augmented atrocity ; so that not 
merely do we feel ourselves deluded by men who, in failing to implement their 
part of the compact, have defrauded us of our compensatory millions, — but, if 
measures be not instantlv adopted for putting an effectual termination to such 
infamous abuses and such faitiiless mockery of a nation's confidence, we still 
stand, as a people, obnoxious to the charge of national guilt, and to the conse- 
quent displeai ure of the ' ri^iiteous God who loveth righteousness 

" 3. That we therefore reiterate our old demand of the instant and entire 
Abolition of Colonial Slavery ; and urge it with even increased vehemence, on 
tlie ground that, under a delusive name, nearly three years of scandalous op- 
pression have been added to the Negro's previously accumulated wrongs ; that 
our estimate of his average character aiid capacity for the right enjoyment of 
liberty, has been abundantly confirmed by the happy results of various trials ; 
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luiil thfti wliiilt>v('i- i j;>iiLs ilu' A i>j)reiiti<;c.''!iii> At;! may be couc.oivt'd in Uhkc 
coni\ni''.u\ on tlio planter, to Ihe teiaponiry coutinMiince oi' his uareiu»ni<n-Jil{;d 
M<>rvict'.s, have been utterly tbrt'eited by a system of t>iitfi?fjfe mo uerurious, as 
wovihl warrant the insulteil peui)le of ( irtnit iiritain to iiisisl, ou Uie exaction oi' 
a liuich hej),viei- pexudty: — 

" 4.. iiifiteatl of'pl<Midiiif^ the pressnro of oux' own commorcial d?stve.sr?o.T 

as a reason for .sns])(;iuling our attention to the Negro's intercHt.'^, we rather feel 
oimsolves thereby called upo^l to the more i>rompt and energetic exertions in Ids 
belialf j—becauHP om' own siiflerings do not answer their end, unless they in- 
crease om' sympathy for the siifferingH of otlici-s ; becanse our duty to tlie 
opt)resscd Slave, misnamed Apprentice, in onr Colonies, is neither altered in 
nature nor diminished in imperativeness;, by the additional duty laid upon us of 
providing relief for om* distressed operatives at home ; — because at the tribunal 
of Divine Judgment, the merciful alone are warranted to expect the blessedness 
of finding mercy ; and because, in the reckoning of that God who chastises us 
by his righteous inflictions, the oppressions and cruelties still practised in our 
Colonies, form, we are convinced, no trivial element in that guilt, on account of 
whicli He has ' a controversy' with our land ; — 

" 5. That we deprecate the heartless indifference of those who would discour 
age the efforts of the Friends of the Negro to procure the Abolition of the Ap- 
prenticeship System, by pleading the shortness of the time it has now, by the 
terms of the Act, to last; that, on the contrary, we hold it to be our duty, even 
were the unexpired period shorter than it is, to demand its Ijnmediate and Un- 
qualified Extinction, as we would not willingly be answerable for even a sinfjle 
hour's unmerited and unnecessary suffering, far less for two full years of suffer- 
ing, on a scale so painfully extensive ; and we earnestly entreat all who formerly 
struggled with us so nobly in this cause of humanity, to imitate our example ; 
that so, by one simultaneous effort, we may, if possible, secure the real and 
perpetual annihilation of the accursed system of British Colonial Slavery, un- 
der whatever form and by whatever alias it may disguise itself." 

rhe Rev. Mr Johnstonk of Port-Eglinton, said, he was not under any necessity 
of making a lengthened address, in seconding the resolutions just proposed, as 
they spoke sufficiently for themselves. The very excellent remarks with which 
they were introduced, must tell on every bosom that throbbed with the feelings 
of our common humanity. On that account he did not feel himself called upon 
to detain them by any remarks ; but there was another circumstance connected 
with the meeting of that evening which prevented him from intruding himself. 
By addressing the very respectable audience before him, he should only detain 
them from listening to facts and arguments, accompanied by eloquence that 
must not only charm every ear, and carry conviction to every heart, but rouse 
the higher principles and the nobler feelings of our nature. (Cheers.) Mr J. 
then seconded the adoption of the resolutions. 

Mr George Thojipson rose to introduce to the meeting the Rev. George B. 
Cheever, from Salem, Massachusetts, United States, and warmly eulogised the 
Rev. Gentleman as an ardent Abolitionist, who had devoted his head and his 
heart to the great work of Emancipation. He was certa in that his reception in 
a land of strangers would be a most cordial one, and such as, from his talents, 
piety, and general worth, he was eminently entitled to. 

The Rev. George B. Cheever rose to propose a resolution with which he had 
been intrusted: — 

" Resolved, That in the deliberate judgment of this meeting, the Abolition 
of the Negro Apprenticeship System in the Colonies of Great Britain, is in- 
timately connected with the advancement of the Emancipation Cause in 
America ; believing, as we do, that so long as the system is suffered to exist, 
the march of Freedom in the United States must be proportionably retarded." 

Mr Cheever observed that the resolution put into his hands accorded so en- 
tirely with his own convictions, that he felt very great pleasm-e in saying a 
few words, however inadequate, in its support. He remarked, that when the 
bill was si^ed that sanctioned and established the system of West India Ap- 
prenticeship, the people of Great Britain lost an opportunity for striking a blow 
at American Slavery, which, it ^vas to be feared, they couM never regain. Had 
they done what they ought — what every consideration of humanity and justice 
demanded — ^liad they struck the fetters at once from their Slaves, and lifted up 
the trampled Negro to a full participation in their own rights, unshackled and 
undegraded by the bondage of the Apprenticeship System, they would have 
shown to the world the glorious spectacle of eight hundred thousand enslaved 
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N(»l?:roiVs made at once atid absolutely free— you would have held ft>rth, said Mr 
Cheever, the ple«U4ing sight of eijfht hundred thousand Negroes advancing — the 
moment the weight was taken off' that crushed and paralysed their energies — 
advancing in intelligence, in order, in edncation, in sterling worth of character, 
both as moral beings and as members of the body politic. Yon would have 
silenced for ever the arguments of Slave-holders against *he measure of Imme- 
diate Emancipation, by an example,— just such as the v le world needed,— of 
the practicahuity, the wisdom, the expediency, as well as the justice and bene- 
volence of that measure — (hear, hear,hear)— and by this time, instead of a com- 
munity of Negroes, driven to their ceaseless tasks amidst insults and stripes, 
and the horrible cruelties of the treadmill, you would have had a happy and 
peaceful community, cheerfully working for their just wages, grateful for the 
change you would have made m their condition, obedient to the laws as good 
citizens, and demonstrating to the whole world the vile slander of those who 
asserted, and still assert, that the blacks can never be tolerated among the 
whites in a state of freedom, and that the measure of Immediate Emancipation 
wuuld be a measure fraught only with terror and death. Instead of this, you 
have suffered yourselves to be cajoled into the purchase and support of a sys- 
teci of barefaced iniquity and opjiression — a system that perpetrates and 
perpetuates the most atrocious enormities of Slavery, under the plausible shape 
of a gradual preparation for freedom — a preparation, as it has been admirably 
described this evening, of " penal, purgatorial suffering." You thought you had 
got rid of Slavery, when you were only lengthening out its ferocity ; and you 
thought you were setting an example of benevolence to America, w^hen you 
have made it, for American planters, an example of avaricious and successful 
cruelty. You thought you were aiding Abolitionists, and yon have abbetted 
Slave-holders. By bidding twenty millions as the price or sin, you have en- 
dorsed the wicked claim of property in man ; you have signed and sealed it 
with your own sign-manual ; and you have encouraged the rapacious dealers 
in human flesh to demand, whenever occasion elsewhere offers, a tenfold sum. 
(Hear, hear.) You have made a precedent that eveiy man-stealing nation will 
quote with savage delight ; and you have put an argument into the mouth of 
every such nation, in the opportunity to say that since, with all the power of 
your Parliament to act upon the subject, you either dared not, or could not, or 
would not, give to your Slaves the justice of Immediate, Unconditional Free- 
dom ; you have thereby declared that the measure itself can neither be deemed 
wise, nor practicable, nor expedient. You may say what you will to disallow 
that conclusion, but the enemies of human kind will tell you that actions speak 
louder than words. (Hear.) In giving to the West India planters their system 
of Apprenticeship, you have taught American planters to expect theirs. You 
have set an example of Abolition, by a prolonged form of injustice, which in- 
deed is no better than if your physicians should attempt to teach us to cure a 
fever by changing it into a consumption. And in so far you have rivetted the 
chains of Anaerican Slavery, even while you have been professing your horror 
and indignation against it. You have been putting beams in your own eyes, 
while you have been saying to brother Jonathan across the water, " Brother, 
let me null out the mote that is in thine eye." (Loud cheers.) 

I will not say, " thou hypocrite," for doubtless you have been perfectly sin- 
cere; you demanded immediate unconditional Emancipation, and you might 
have had it if yon had not suffered yourselves to be so egregiously deceived ; out 
I do say, " cast the beam out of thme own eye, and then shalt thou see clearly 
to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye ;" for the world, you know, will not 
endure to be lectured on their sins by those who are partakers with them. The 
very resolution put into my hands, as the judgment of this meeting, plainly in- 
timates that you are still giving opportunity to all who hate the truth to say to 
you, in answer to all British remonstrances on the subject of American Slavery 
—Physician, heal thyself. (Loud cheers.) And indeed you well know that it 
is the very edict of the Almighty, even in the nature of our souls as he has 
made them, that every sin we indulge, and every abuse we foster, either as in- 
dividuals or nations, weakens our power of rebuke over the consciences of 
others. It cannot but be so, and therefore it is that the effectual energy of a 
nation's benevolence is so vitally connected with, and so intimately dependent 
upon, the purity of her own institutions, and the holiness of that living temple, 
which, in the Church of Jesus Christ, enshrines the only true and steadfast 
l)rinciplea of benevolence within a nation's bosom. And I do say, in regard 
to the main point of this resolution, that the iniquity of your Apprenticeship 



system is so grout nnrt so glariu|^, that if yon, with tlie I'arliament of Gnghiud 
in yoxir hands, and the uowht of acting directly upon Colonial Slavery, neglect 
to do your duty, and fail to procure tho Abolition of this crueltjr* you do, in just 
the same meiwure, tie yourselves up from all etfectual labctor for the Abolition 
of Slavery in America. You are like men with iron gyves upon their wrists, 
attempting to stretch forth their arms to save their fellow- creatures from perdi- 
tion. If, with the power of acting directly through Parliament, you cannot at 
once abolish your own Slavery, but leave your 800,000 Negroes still groaning 
beneath its execrable torments; how can you expect that in America, with 
such tremendous obstacles in our way, and no power of immediate constitutional 
remedjr through Congress, (1 mean so for as Slavery in the separate individual 
States is concerned), we can in a moment work ourselves free from this iniquity. 
Here permit me to say a few words as to the reason why we are truly anxious 
to obtain your undivided energies in om* help. I do assure you it is not becax'.se 
we feel ourselves behind the British nation m any one movement in the march 
of Christian benevolence ; it is not because our possession and profession of un- 
limited freedom is not as genuine as yours : though, indeed, until you on the one 
hand have redeemed the wrongs of the Caffre nation, and snatched your 800,000 
Negroes from the pangs of West India tyranny, and lifted poor degraded Ireland 
to an et^nal participation in every one of your own privileges — (loud cheering), 
and until we, on the other hand, have redeemed our millions of bondmen froni 
Slavery, and wiped the reproach of its existence, as we soon shall do — (cheers), 
from our national escutcheon, the profession of freedom in neither case is alto- 
gether free from the charge of hypocrisy. It is not because we are not as quick 
in our sympathies as you are, for I believe that even now there is more 
apathy on the subject of Slavery in Old England than in New England 
(hear, hear, and cheers) — and a more healthy Anti-Slavery feeling in New Eng- 
land than in Old England (cheering)— an Anti-Slavery feeling of such tre- 
mendous power that it shakes the nation to its centre. And if the sin of 
Slavery existed In your country as it does in ours, and our Abolitionists were 
to send a religious deputation to your Churches, it would be one that would 
speak out without the least concealment, in a voice of thunder, though disgrace 
or death itself were threatened as the consequence, fie assured that if we 
possessed the power of acting directly through Congress, as you do of acting di- 
rectly through Parliament, we would ask for no help from abroad, we would scorn 
to have a word said to us upon the subject, even by our mother nation, beloved 
and venerated as she is ; and we would abolish the whole evil, and set our two 
millions and five hundred thousand Slaves at liberty; yea, set them in the 
open air of liberty, in less time than you have taken to put your eight hundred 
thousand, even beneath the tender mercies of the " West India Apprenticeship." 
You have only changed evils ; we would have armihilated them at once. But 
we ask your aid, and we welcome your remonstrances, because, as Abolitionists, 
we de^nd, under God, upon the hearts, and minds, and efforts, and prayers of 
Christians, upon the free discussion, upon the universal, reiterated, perpetual 
agitation of the subject, upon the burning power of truth over the consciences 
of Slave-holders. Every voice of the civilized world therefore helps us, every 
remonstrance from this Continent, everjr strong expression of outraged human- 
ity, acts with the intensity of galvanic force across the Atlantic. (Hear, hear, 
and loud cheering.) The sin is festering, even in our Churches, and every ear- 
nest rebuke in the Spirit of Christ from your Churches, and every word from 
your eminent Christian philanthropists goes down into our inmost convictions, 
and greatly animates our efforts. The bare knowledge of the fact that a man 
so universally esteemed among us as the venerated minister of Christ, in whose 
chapel we are this evening assembled (ioud cheers)~a man whose praise is in 
our Churches as well as in vours, gives the aid of his presence and his counsels 
to a meeting like this, and has heretofore lifted his voice to encourage the baud 
of Abolitionists in America (cheers) ; adds to the influence of Abolitionists 
there, and will carry with it a sensation of delight to all our hearts. Let a few 
such minds combine to help us, and it will be help indeed. Let a few more 
such names here and in the United States be enrolled among our ranks, and our 
cause will speedily become popular, and the whole multitude of waiters for the 
movement of the tide of popular opinion will crowd themselves into it. And if 
you, the British public, will rise in your united energies, and annihilate the 
system of Apprenticeship, which, as long as you suffer it to exist, does indeed 
retard the march of freedom in the United States, then you will be strong to 
help us, without any thing, so far as Slavery is concerned, to neutralise tho 
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power of your appeals. Let not the id< a that but few years remain for the legal 
existence of that system, prevent your exertions. Let liot Slavery die out be- 
neath your apathy, but strike it out, cut it up by the roots, for if yon leave the 
stump in the ground, as you have done, it will be sending out its tough and 
poisonous runners all over the country. The wickedness of the system is des- 
perate, it is incurable ; nor can it be supported in any part of it but by argument 
as grossly immoral, as incurably wicked, as the system itself. Think of going 
to the holy Scrii)ture» for a defence and a foimdation of Slavery ; yet even thus 
have the apologists for Slavery in the United States profaned the vVord of God, 
and would palm upon an indignant world a Slave-nolding Christianity as the 
Christianity of the Bible ! The wickedness of the system onlv appears the 
more perfectly hateful, the more utterly intolerable, by the light of such an 
attempt, and we are determined in America to have nothing to do with patcli- 
iiig it up as you have done. (Hear, hear.) We will have no Apprenticeship 
system there. (Cheering.) Our Yankee Abolitionists are too shrewd for such 
a cajolement, (hear), and too stem in their principles for what would seem to 
them such a desecration of their cause. Here I nought tell you of the scenes of 
deep interest transacted already in our Senate Chambers, and in our National 
Assemblies, as well as at the Anniversaries of our State and National Anti- 
Slavery Societies. (Hear.) I might tell you of the noble stand in opposition to 
southern blustering and tyranny, taken by the venerable ex-President of the 
United States, John Quincy Adams (hear, and cheers) ; and of the onwajtd pro- 
gress of this mighty movement of freedom and ber-evolence, amidst all obstacles 
or evils that men or devils can array against it. Doubtless our coimtry is to be 
the theatre of scenes of yet deeper interest, deepening, indeed, as the consumma- 
tion advances ; for never was an era in the w^orld's nistory, when the conjunc- 
tion of circumstances, and the period of time, and the state of Christianity, and 
the state of political society, and the arrayed energies of the prince of darkness 
on the one side, and the host of light on the other, conspired to make a crisis 
more sublime. Never before was there an arena so completely open, in which 
tyranny and liberty, in the eyes of all the nations, engaged in a contest of such 
infinite importance. And the genius of despotism seems perfectly aware, by 
the madness of its struggles, that if it fails here it fails for ever. ■ We trust in 
God it will be a bloodless contesil;, and we are sure of victory, for our cause is 
the cause of religion ; it is deep in the hearts of men of ardent pie^y, whom you 
might as soon compel to renounce their Confession of Faith in Jesus Christ, as 
to relinquish their iioly, self-denying labours, in behalf of their perishing bre- 
thren in bondage. It is deep in the hearts of men, who long for the spiritual 
regeneration oi more than two millions of immortal beings, excluded from the 
enjojyment of heaven's sweet light, even amidst all the surrounding light and 
privileges of Christianity. (Hear, hear, and cheers.) Trusting in God, we are 
confident of victory, and fearless of danger. Our cause shakes the Union, it is 
true, but only in order that it may be cemented still more strongljr? cemented in 
the righteousness that exalteth a nation ; that all its stones ana timbers of ini- 
quity may be shaken out of it, and their place supplied with majestic buttresses 
of universal freedom. We have no alarm for the continupnce of tlie Union, 
save in the continuance of Slavery. But even if the danger which our opponents 
charge upon the agitation of the subject, were real, is not our duty to the 
oppressed as real? The danger is merely contingent, while the duty is present 
and actual. And we dare not, in defiance of God's law, place a contingent 
danger on the one side, in the way of the performance of a manifest moral duty 
on the other; no, not even if it were a danger involving the possible destruction 
of the whole habitable globe. A manifest, immediate moral duty, is to be im- 
mediately performed, and the consequences must be left with God. (Loud 
cheers.) W e expect opponents indeed, and we have them in abimdance, nor 
was there ever any good work that had them not (hear, hear,^ hear) ; nor any 
" wide and eifectual door" tbrowTi open, that had not its many adversaries, and 
its alarmists in the open passage, and who would tell you that you are moving 
too soon and too hastily, (hear, hear), and that you are rolling back and ruining 
your cause by your reckless imprudence. There is not a purer enterprise of 
Christian benevolence in the world, than this. There is not one more imme- 
diately connected with the march and advancement of the kingdom of our Re- 
deemer, (hear, hear), and I hold it an honour and a privilege for any man to 
be engaged in it on either side of the Atlantic, or any comer of the globe. 
(Hear, hear, hear, and cheers.) And to be persecuted for righteousness sake, in 
such a cause, is a still greater privilege. It was a noble sentiment of Edmiind 
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Buvke, tbut "it was not only in the Roman customs, but it is in the nature and 
constitution of things, that oblonny and abuse are essential parts of triumph." 
Certainly those men who, like Mr Bimey and Arthur Tappan, have suffered in 
the cause from genuine, sterlinf? principle, are to he envied. Their day of re- 
ward is near, and they who persecute will yet behold the subjects of their per- 
secution completely triumphant, and inve'sted with the crown, even of this 
world's reverence. I will not detain you, but only reiterate, in the name of all roy 
countrymen who love the cause of Negro Emancipation, the earnest prayer that 
yon would hasten and press on the Abolition of the Ne^o Apprenticeship sys- 
tem in the Colonies ot Great Britain. (Cheers.) Do it now, and you would 
strike a most powerful blow for the extinction of Slavery in the new world 
across the ocean; though the effect of the blow would still be diminished 
by the injustice of its delay ; and the planters would still cry out to us, when 
we would urge the tardy example in favour of immediate Emancipation in 
America— Aye but, after all, you had in the West Indies several years of 
Apprenticeship ; and if it had not been for that, the measure of Emancipation 
would have been ruinous." The truth is, every hour's delay on your part to 
administer the justice that lies in your power, or to express your abhorrence of 
the Apprenticeship system, in tones that all the world may hear, is injurious to 
our cause. And while we welcome your Christian remonstrances, and spread 
them out with their thousands of signatures before our public meetings, and 
commend them to the consideration of our Churches, we would doi'i with a ten- 
fold delight, and your remonstrances would come to us with tenfold energy, if 
you would complete, now and for ever, the Abolition of Slavery throughout 
your own possessions ; and, as y ou boast that the bright sun never sets upon 
the British dominions, enact that its light shall never more fall upon the dwell- 
ing of a bondman, nor shine upon a single rood of land in all these dominions, 
that is hoed, or planted, or trodden by a Slave. (Loud cheering.) 
The Rev. Mr Eadie seconded the motion. 

The Rev. James M'Tear, on moving a resolution relative to Mr Sturge, said, 
as the resolution now to be moved has only been handed to me since I came to 
this platform, (for it was understood, Sir, that a gentleman every way better 
qualified to do justice to the sentiments which it contained was to have taken 
charge of it), I acknowledge that 1 do not feel prepared as I could wish, 
for addressing an audience so very numerous and so highly respectable as the 
present. The resolution, however, is so completely in accordance with my own 
sentiments, and I am so persuaded that it i^ccords no less with the sentiments 
of those who compose this meeting, that I shall crave your indulgence while I 
attempt to say a few words in support of it. To those who have so often 
assembled within these walls, to plead for the immediate and unconditional 
freedom of our Coloured brethren, the name of Joseph Sturge is not unknown. 
We have frequently heard of his labours of love — of his disinterested benevo- 
lence — of the munificent sums which he has again and again subscribed to pro- 
mote the good cause, and of his varied and untiring exertions in behalf ofthe 
wronged and oppressed Negro. But when we see a modest and unobtrusive 
man like Mr Sturge, (for such I am well informed is peculiarly his character), 
when, T say, we behold a man like this display a firmness and decision of char- 
acter, in undertaking and prosecuting what he conceives to be his obvious duty 
towards the oppressed and the helpless — when we see him, for a considerable 
time, leaving the comforts and endearments of home— not for the purpose of 
comnaercial speculation — nor for the sake of increasing his fortune, by forming 
profitable connections in trade ; but, actuated by a spirit of the purest and 
noblest philanthropy, undertaking a tedious and expensive voyage, exposing 
himself to the influence of climates which are allowed on all hands to be highly 
pernicious to Euroneaa constitutions — and that, too, at his own cost— when we 
see him doing all tnis, that he might, by his own personal inquiry, obtain that 
information which he deemed necessary to influence the legislature of his coun- 
try, and to rouse the British public to demand, with a voice which should reach 
through the length and the breadth of the land, that the odious system of the 
Negro Apprenticeship should be immediately and entirely aljolishe^isnot such 
conduct worthy of our highest approbation ? When we advert to the horrors 
of that system which he has so simply yet so graphically described— horrors, 
the existence and atrocity of which he has but too clearly demonstrated; when 
we attend to the overwhelming mass of evidence which he has thus been en- 
abled to bring forward, to prove how completely the friends of Emancipation 
have been duped and defrauded by the wicked scheme of the Apprenticeship, 
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and the consef^nent necessity thnt it be iinmediutely bronj^ht to an end ; I iim snre 
that this meetuTig will cordially agree with me, that our wannest thanks shonld 
be given, and given with acclamation, to Joseph Stnrge, Esq., and to his col- 
leaenes who went onton the same humane and benevolent Misfsion. Sensible 
as 1 am, Sii, that these sentiments reqnire no lenjethened speech to recommend 
them to the approbation of this meeting, I will not detain yon a moment 
longer, bnt concmde by simply reading the resolution—which was then carried 
by ncclamation. 

" Resolved, That this meeting express their cordial and nnanimous thanks 
to Joseph Stnrge, Esq., of Uirmingbam, and the other gentlemen who accom- 
panied him on his benevolent Mission to the West Indies : that the pnre spirit 
of philanthrophy which so nobly stimulated Mr Stnrge to undertake the Mission 
at nis own cost, and in the prospect of a host of opposition ; which animated 
him to the prosecution of his humane object, amid scenes of the most revolting 
and heart-rending description ; and which has enabled him to obtain such an 
ovenvhelming mass of evidence of the cnielty, oppression, and fraud, practised 
upon the Negro Apprentices in our Colonies, is worthy of our highest admira« 
tion, and entiles him to the warmest commendation of the friends of universal 
Emancipation ; and this meeting earnestly hopes that Mr Sturge's efforts will, 
under the divine blessing, powerfully^ contribute to promote the immediate ter- 
mination of the odious Apprenticeship System. 

" That the Chairman be requested to write to Mr Stnrge, and transmit to him 
a C05)y of this resolution . " 

Mr Thompson then rose, and was received with loud cheering. He said, he 
would not attempt to describe the feelings with which he had attended that 
meeting, and especially the feelings with which he had listened to the various 
speeches which they had heard delivered. He could candidly assure them, that, 
much as he had been in the habit of administering reproof, and much as he had 
been in the habit of cultivating those principles which ought to enable him to 
receive reproof meekly and kindly, he had not that night sat unmoved under the 
severe, though he was sure it was the honest reproof of his excellent friend from 
America. (Hear.) He had not been angry, but he had been deeply grieved 
and humbled, that they, as a nation, should have so fully and so justly deserved 
it, and that the reproof which they had received that night ought to nave been 
far more severe than their friend would be willing, perhaps, to administer. 
(Hear.) And yet he felt that he must say one word for them (the meeting.) and 
tor himself—for them firslj and for himself next— (cheers) — viz., that while all 
was true that had been said, and while human language could not overcharge 
the picture of misery and injustice in the British Colonies, and while it was open 
to any one to prefer against them r charge of want of firmness and skill, as 
characterising their struggle with reference to Abolition: yet so far as their 
intentions were concerned, the continued existence of Slavery was scarcely 
chargeable upon their hearts, but ratherupon an infirmity of purpose in particu- 
lar quarters — upon that want of foresight which was manifested when they were 
within sight of port; and when, (continued Mr Thompson,) with swelling can- 
vass, ana amid the shoutings of a triumphant crewj they were about to cast 
anchor in the haven of Emancipation ; some want of courage necessary to suc- 
cess was then exhibited — some mfluence operating on persons having the last 
management of the cause, tended to produce not what they indeed anticipated 
they should be able to accomplish — the Total Abolition of Slavery — but an 
odious, unnatural, incongruous mockery of fireedom, called the Apprentice- 
ship system of the West India Colonies. (Cheers.) And yet he granted 
that they were justly chargeable as a nation with this state of things. 
It was indeed a sad state of things ; and they were now called on imperatively 
to arise and undo with tears that which they had done, but which they had 
done so ill that he had almost said they had better never have done it at all. 
(Cheers.) And yet he scarcely knew why they agitated. At the present mo- 
ment, he scarcely knew whether they ought to agitate at all, unless they knew 
the management of tlieir cause was not to be committed to people in London. 
(Cries of " Hear.") They could put no faith in Committees, either Parliament- 
ary, or Anti-Slavery, so called, at present established in London. With refer- 
ence to all Anti-Slavery Committees they had known in London, they were 
for all practical purposes extinct ; and when they were summoned, what then ? 
Why, Committees might be called together in London, in Birmingham, in Liver- 
pool, in Manchesteivin Edinburgh, in Glasgow, in Aberdeen, in Dundee, and us 
many other places as they chose, but what would be the result? In vain they 
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would petition— in vain tlioy wnnlsl demand attention— in vain thoy wonld in- 
struct tlu?ir roprosentatives—in vain tbey would send up delejjates to London, 
if those wlio were charged with the immediate settlement of the xnatter, vi'anted 
the prudence OT the honesty they ought to have, and, proving recreant to all that 
they pledjijed themselves to do, took from a Minister just that which a Minister 
offered, forgetting their princii>le8, their pledifes, and their constituents ; for- 
getting all that they owed to man—all that they owed to the Slave—all that 
they owed to God. (Hear, hear, and great cheering.) He would say, renounce 
lUl these — place no confidence in Ministers of the Crown, in Colonial Secretaries, 
in any Parliamentary leaders who had thus deserted the cause, and committed 
themselves to measures, and to men adverse to the interests of the great object 
they had at heart— and let it be known to the world that they, the inhabitants 
of (ilasgow, in public meeting assembled, have spoken boldly out ; that they 
required an immediate answer from those to whom they addressed their peti- 
tion, and that standing by themselves they demanded, that night, and would 
prosecute that demand till its falfilment to the utmost farthing — the complete, 
the universal, everlasting overthrow of that fabric of cruelty and oppression, 
which held in cruel bondage the bodies and the souls of eight hundred thousand 
human beings in the British Colonies. (Loud and continued cheering.) They 
must not trust any longer to the Colonial Office. Take one specimen of the 
honesty of the Colonial Office. But first he would remark that when they 
Hhould send up their petitions to London, embodying their prayers, founding 
these prayers on the facts authenticated by Juseph Sturge, they would tell Loria 
Glenelg and Sir George Grey nothing that they did not know before. They 
knew it all before. Letters upon letters, dispatches upon dispatches, and depu- 
tations upon deputations, had made them acquainted with the whole farts ; 
and, before the Committee of the House of Commons, witnesses had made 
known all these things ; yet, ii' the face of such convincing facts, the Committee 
decided in their Report of last year, that not one day of the Apprenticeship should 
be taken off the amount. (Hear.) Their recommendation to the House of Com- 
mons was, that they should discourage, both on the part of the master and the 
Slave, the slightest abridgement of the Apprenticeship term. As to the honesty 
of individuals connected with the Colonial Office, he would give one fact connect- 
ed with the conduct of Sir George Grey ; and to him alone he would refer, as he 
was not aware that Lord Glenelg had much to do with the West India department 
of the Colonial Office. There was one gentleman who faithfully discharged his 
duty as a Colonial magistrate in Jamaica — Dr Palmer. From the first moment 
of his appointment as a magistrate, Dr Palmer did most honestly and fearlessly 
his duty to all parties, and what was the consequence ? Why, he was persecuted 
by the whole island. Every effort was made to crush him, and drive him from 
the Colony. At last, by means of incessant clamour, bis enemies induced the 
Marquis of Sligo, the Governor, to suspend him from his office, on the allega- 
tion that some decision he had given was contrary to law, and that it would be 
for the peace of the island if he was dismissed. Dr Palmer, on this occasion 
transmitted a full account of the facts to the Colonial Office. At this time, the 
Marquis himself became unpopular, in consequence of doing impartial justice: 
a meeting of proprietors was held, and some strong statements made as to the 
Marquis, describmg him as a man very unfit for the Government of the island, 
and a resolution to that effect was proposed. This resolution however, did not 
pass ; but the minority met by themaelvcs, and appointed a deputation, consist- 
mg of West India proprietors in London, to wait on Sir George Grey, and advise 
the immediate recall of the Marquis of Sligo, from the Governorship. What was 
the reply of that Minister to this extraordinary application? He said, " I en- 
ter fully into your views, but we cannot recall the Marquis of Sligo, without 
a reason. He is a great friend with the Dissenters, and it will not do to irritate 
the Dissenters." (Sir George Grey never recollecting all the while that he 
owed his seat for Devonpor^ to the Dissenters.) (Heur.) "But," continued 
he, " I will tell you what— the Marquis of Sligo has done a certain thing — ^he 
has suspended Dr Palmer ; we have sent out word to him to reinstate Dr 
Palmer in the magistracy. This will in all likelihood bring about his resigna- 
tion ; we will accept it at once, and then put a better man in his place." (Hear.) 
As was anticipated, the Marc[uis did send home his resignation ; it was accept- 
ed) and Sir Lionel Smith put m his stead. But let the meeting mark the double 
dishonesty of this act. Dr Palmer w^as reinstated ; but Sir Lionel Smith 
(the Marquis of Sligo's successor,) soon afterwards again suspended him. On 
this occasion the treatment of Dr Palmer was even more unjust than before ; 
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uml if tliey had strong reason to disapprove of Jiis Hn.««pen.^iou the first time, they 
had still stronger reason the second time, and ought to have reinstated him*. 
Bnt no ; Dr Palmer was made, on the first occasion, the means hv which the 
Marquis of Sligo might be superseded ; and thongh Sir Lionel Smith had again 
snspended him, and the latter had again given a fiill statement of the case, they 
confirmed his snspension, — ^thns by a donlile stroke of policy, getting quit at once 
of both Dr Palmer and the Marquis of SligOe ("Shame.') This country had 
paid twenty millions, with interest^ for the law which they had got : and then it 
had appointed abont a hundred Magistrates to go to the islands and administer 
the law. Now, what sort of men were appointed ? Why, in the first place, it 
was decided that no man having an Anti-Slavery reputation should go there. 
They were chiefly taken from the army, almost all military men. He did not 
mean to disparage the military profession ; but he thought a better class of men 
could have been got for so important a duty, than those who had served in the 
army, where, to the disgrace of our country, the cat is not yet abolished. 
(Great cheering.) Such were the men sent out to the West Indies ; and, that 
they might be the more impartial, the more incorruptible, they were to receive 
the enormous salary of £300 a-year ; — that they might mix with the Colonistsr 
and the higher classes of the people there, they were allowed the large sum of 
£W0 a-year. (Hear.) Why, every person who knew any thing of the expense 
of living in t]ie West Indies, was aware that this was little more than pocket- 
money. (Hear.) The consequence was, that they found they could not live 
on this sum ; and the planters came around them and invited them to their 
houses and to their parties ; and the magistrates, that they might find fodder for 
their horses, dinners for their tables, and wine, and all the luxuries of the island 
— why, they must, of course, dance with the ladies — that they might borrow a 
gun from one, a horse from a second, a dog from a third, and a wife from a 
fourth, instead of becoming the friends of the iajjured Negro, and impartially 
administering the law, became at once the willing, &nbtle, indn^itrioQA,^ im- 
ceasing tormentors of the Negro. They ate with the planter — they hunted 
with the planter — sung with the planter—got drunk with, the planter-— in the 
expectation that, in return, they should flog the Negro— -(Hear) ; — and amply 
did they deserve all their dinners, and their wine, and every luxuiy which was 
poured upon them ; for they had not ceased, since the 1st of August, 1834, to tor- 
ment the Negroes, young a?\d old, even to a degree greater than before that 
period. (Shame, shame.) The Colonial Office knew all this, and, without wish- 
ing to disparage the course in which the present administration were engaged, 
he would say with Mr Sturge, that they would have had more impartiality from 
any other, and that it would have been given with a better grace than by the 
present administration ; that administration was a cruel, heartless, dishonest 
administration, on the subject of Colonial Slavery. He said this the more fear- 
lessly, as he wished for the success of many reforms that they were promoting. 
But he repeated, that it was heartless, dishonest, and cruel, in reference to 
Slavery. The only mode of acting upon them was through the people's House, 
and he felt persuaded they would yet be forced to listen to the complaints, and 
obey the behests of the people. (Great cheering.) Mr Thompson then pro- 
ceeded to point out in what respects the Emancipation Act had been violated 
in the West Indies. The food of the Negroes, he observed, had been greatly 
diminished — ^their usual allowance of salt fish, and even their salt itself, had 
been taken away— their medicine had been withheld from them, and the women 
were not now, as before, permitted to have nurses to take care of their children, 
while employed at labour— old women were driven to the field to work ; and those 
nursing cnildren were not allowed to take even a drop of water to cool their 
parched tongues, and give nourishment to the infants that drew from them their 
sustenance. (Shame, and expressions of indignation.) The 13th clause of the 
Act provided that all children below six years of age, on the 1st of August, 1834, 
or bom after the same date, left destitute by their parents, or in consequence of 
the death of their parents, and should become burdensome to the planters, then 
the planters, in consideration of their care and maintenance of these children, 
should have their services, male and female, till the age of twenty-one years. 
After remarking upon the base and iniqnitous character of this provision, Mr T. 
said, the planters, from the moment they read it, endeavoured to make it an 
impossibility for Negroes to take care of their children, in order to drive them 
to ask the planters to take them off their hands and i)rovide for them. Yet, to 
the honour of Negro mothers, only seven children in Jamaica had in this way 
been abandoned, though that island contained 320,000 Negroes. (Cheers.) But 



the conseqnetice bad been the most dreadtal sufteritigs entailed on the mothers 
of these children — horrors unntterable endured, nnd many of the children perish- 
ing;, in con}«e(j[nence of the treatment to wliich their jiarents were subjected. 
One clanse in the Act provided that the Negroes shonld he divided into two 
classes — the predial and the non-pradial: these again were divided into the 
preedial attaclied, and the prsedial unattached — the former those employed on 
the soil — the latter not employed on the soil of tlieir owner. T?tis had been 
flagrantly violated — for those who, before 1834, were non-prcedial, had been regis- 
tered as prsedial, or field labourers— and hence, if they wanted to purchase their 
freedom, they must purchase two years more than if they were registered as non- 

Sreedial labourers — ^thus paying a much higher price than they would otherwise 
o. (" Shame.") By the Act, the Negroes were not to labour more than seven 
hours a-day, or forty-two hours a-week. The Negroes of course, (continued Mr 
Thompson,) carried no watches to the field, and were easily imported upon by 
the overseers, unless the decline of the sun told them their labour hours were 
long before finished, or the oppressed mother discovers it by the want of that 
sustenance which she is unable to give her children — these often tell them that 
they have worked twelve instead of seven hours in the field. By the Act (said 
Mr Thompson), it was expressljr prohibited that women should be flogged, but 
they are nevertheless flogged with more severity than they were berore ; — ^for 
th ough it is enacted that there shall be no female flogging, they are yet flogged by 
another law — for the Emancipation Act provides "that this Act shall not pre- 
vent from being flogged for the violation of any law or police regulation, being 
applicable to all other persons of every condition." Though no white women 
were ever flogged in Jamaica, or ever will be, they have nevertheless made it 
legal to flog them, in order that through this they may get at the black women ; 
and thus the latter are brought under the old reigmen, and subjected to greater 
cruelty than ever they were before. Here Mr Thompson related instances of 
cruelty exercised towards females, who, besides being exposed to the horrors of 
the tread-mill, had been severely lashed. The tread-mill he described as a 
machine of exquisite torture. It was a cylinder of ten feet diameter, with broad 
steps. The hand-rail above it had ei^ht pair of straps fastened to it, to which 
the prisoners were s^jcured by the wnsts. The board under the hand-rail de- 
scended perpendicularly towards the wheel, and did not therefore afford the 
slightest protection to the prisoners in case of their hanging. The stem of the 
wheel projected twelve or fifteen inches beyond the board, and were bevelled 
at the edge, so that the keen side revolved against the bodies, legs, and knees 
of the prisoners with torturous effect. On such a machine as this it is difficult 
to move — the women particularly are not able to "dance the machine," as it is 
called, and in consequence suffer dreadfully when they miss the steps, by being 
knocked on the shins and knees. The women are often left, by being 
unable to dance the wheel, hanging by the wrists, when they suffer excruciat- 
ing pains, being sometimes all over with blood. Mr Thompson then gave 

the following from Mr Sturge's account:— "We asked the jailor at 

whether the driver was allowed to use a cat, and asked to see the instrument. 
It was a whip composed of nine lashes of small cords knotted. He said it was 
absolutely neressary to ' tourh them up,' women as well as men. They struck 
the latter on the back, but the women on the feet. Not only all the steps, but 
the very drum of the mill were stained with old and recent blood, the latter 
being that of a poor old woman, which had been shed so proftisely, that even 
the sand on the floor underneath was thickly sprinkled with it. I saw the blood, 
and put the question myself to the jailor respectingthe cause of it, who informed 
me that the poor old woman had been put on the mill that morning, and, being 
unable to keep the step, hnng for the whole fifteen minutes, suspended by the 
wrists, with the revolvinjg steps beating against, and bruising her body the 
whole time. We saw this woman the next day with the penal gang working 
on the roads, compelled to carry a basket of stones on her head, and chained like 
the rest in pairs, two and two, with iron collars. She was so dreadfiiUy mang- 
led, they had not attempted to put her on the mill again that morning. 
Other women showed us their legs lacerated in the same cruel manner." 
He then, fi-om an account by Dr Palmer, gave the following additional in- 
stances of cruelty :— " He (Dr Palmer) would notice a most horrible and afRicting 
case that came under his own observation, in which a poor creature, for simply 
asking payment of his wages for extra labour, had received a punishment of so 
dreadfol a nature as to ruin him for life. Robinson had, along with his fellow- 
apprentices, contrived to give his extra labour during crop for the sum of 2>?. ht, 



currency per week; payments were ahvay- m.uU >'a Saturday morning; it 
liuppened, one Satorday, tliat Robinson re(inir(M{ to <^o to Snanisli Town ; he 
defired his wife to receive his money; the overf^eer refnsetl to i)av it, as be 
wofi not prei^s'f'nt; to receive it himself; he took no jiotice of this» until Ihe follow- 
ing week, when being paid for the current week's wages, he «sked for the 
amocint due for the previous week. The overseer refused it, and ordered him 
to be off; the man indijrnantly rejjlied — " I work for the money, and it belongs 
to me, and you have no right to keep it from me ; and, if you no pay me, I wili 
go complain to massa." The overseer threatened to kick him out of the place, 
lie went to his mfwter, Imt got no satisfaction. On Monday he was taken into 
custody, and taken before the Special Magistrate, lie (Dr Palmer) had no 
hesitation in giving the name of the nmgistrate, it was Mr Thomas Baines, who 
was aow in England, and might deny it'iy })orl of the satement if he were able. 
Robinson was charged with insolence and threatening his overseer — threaten- 
ing to complain to his master. It was jwitively sworn to, that Mr Baines re- 
fused to hear a word in defence, and forthwith sentenced Robinson to receive 
thirty-nine lashes in the workliouse. How the pnuislnnent was inflitted there 
were no means of ascertaining, bnt it \vonld appear that the flesh was literally 
ploughed up on the man's back. A large mass of malignant looking tubercles 
had arisen, which caused extreme torture when the rays of the sun or the slight- 
est cold air came in contact with the part; the man's strength was gone; his 
constitutioii impaired, and his mind had become a good deal affected by hisloug- 
continned suflerings. In describim? the agony ne had endured, he became 
almost ^antic, a very distressing af^tion of the heart had been produced, and 
which it is probable will carry hun to his grave." (Cries of shame, shame.) 

The above details were received by the meeting with expressions of the deep- 
est indignation. 

Such, continued Mr Thompson, were one or two instances of the horrible op- 

Sression to which the Negroes were exposed under the Apprenticeship system. 
Ir Brown, the returned magistrate, to whom he had before referred, told him 
that he found the Slaves were so much the worse treated for complaining of their 
barbarous usage, that he told them, as the most friendly advice he conld give 
them, never to complain to him at all, but to suffer the cruelties with meekness 
and patience, rather than expose themselves to the refined barbarity which their 
complaints were sure to bring upon them. And now he asked, what was the re- 
sponse of that meeting to the tale ? Was it not, " Let us rise at once, as in the days 
that are gone, anddemand, without the delay of one hour, the total, the immedi- 
ate, the everlasting destruction of such a system." (Great cheering.) And this 
brought him to the chief object of hia rising,, which was to propose, that a peti- 
tion, founded on the resolutions they had s^opted, should be sent to the House 
of Commons, to be presented by Lord Wm. Bentinck, and, that Mr Dennistoun 
be requested io support its prayer. (Cheers.) He hoped this would be done with- 
out delay, and that they would stand prepared at no distant day, should their peti- 
tion be ineffectual, and the state of thmgs remain as they were, to convene a meet- 
ing ten times as numerous as the present. (Cheers.^, Letthem.have a meeting in 
the public Green, and give an unequivocal demonstration of the feeling of Glas- 
gow. (Tremendons cheering.) Nothing would tell so powerfiiUy upon the inhabit- 
ants of this country, or on the members of the House of Commons, and on the 
heartless ministers of the Crown, who had so recklessly neglected the interests 
of the Slave, and pampered the wishes of the plsnter. lie felt assured that even 
thejsaffering weaver, would for an hour forget his own sorrows, and come forward 
to commingle his sympathies and groans with those of the oppressed Negro, and 
help to swell such'a note of earnest, impassioned, ajadirresistible demand, that the 
British Legislature would be constrained to yield to the voice of such a people, 
that which they had so long withheld from the prayer of those who had gone ne- 
forethero. (Cheers.) Mr T. then proceeded to point out, in forcible language, 
that it was to British, not to Colonial law, that the present abominable system 
owed its existence ; and showed the bad effects which the continuance of such 
a system must have upon thefr efforts towards the Abolition of Slavery in Amer- 
ica. He trusted they had representatives in Parliament who would fearlessly 
back all their efforts towards its Abolition ; but, whatever was the issue, they 
would «till have the consolation that they had done their duty. He exhorted 
the meeting to gnard with anxiety against the possibility of any measure being 
passed in Parliament which would place the Negro in the power of the planter, 
even after the Emancipation Act should be no more, and concluded by enforcing 
upon them energetic measures in prosecuting the good work they had so hon- 



^•iirably and so gallantly undortakon. Mr Thompson tlicn read the resolution, 
and sal down nniid knid and lont^-continued cheering. 

" Resolved, That a Petition to the House of Commons, founded o« the reso- 
lutions just adopted by the meeting, be drawn up by tiie Committee, as the 
Petition of this Meeting of the Inhabitants of Glasgow and its vicinity; that 
the Chairman do sign it on behalf of the meeting ; that it be by him transmitted 
to Lord William Bentinck, and John Dennistoun, Esq., the Members for the 
City, to be presented to the House of Commons; and that they be respectfully 
requested to support the same." 

The Rev. Wm. Anderson, in seconding the resolution, addressed the meeting 
in a short speech, in which he spoke of the Emancipation Act, coupled with the 
Apprenticeship clause, as having transferred the responsibility ol the planters 
upon the British nation. 

Mr Cheeveb again rose. He said the meeting cotild scarcely conceive the 
pleasure felt by the Abolitionists of America on receiving communications and 
remonstrances from the friends of the Canae in the mother country ; but to givf; 
them some idea of it, he would read to them from the New York Emancipator^ 
an account of the joyful and thankfol manner in which the celebrated Remon- 
strance from Dumbarton and the Vale of Leven had been received. The 
extract was highly interesting, and was listened to with deep attention, 

Mr Murray then moved the thanks of th6 meeting to Dr W ardlaw, and the 
Managers of the Chapel. 

The Rev. Ai.ex. Harvey moved a vote of thanks to Mr Grabame for his 
conduct in the Chair. Notwithstanding his advanced years and infirm state of 
health, the venerable Chairman retained his place till the close of the meeting, 
and evinced the deepest interest in the proceedings—his invincible love of free- 
dom sustaining him under the debilities of a^e. In regard to the matter on 
which Mr H. had risen to address them, he said he had the pleasing duty to 
perform of px^posisg the thanks of the meeting to their venerable and respected 
Chairman~-(great cheering) — a man who had spent the fervour of his youth in 
advocating the cause of liberty generally, and who had turned to the work in 
which they were more immeaiately enge^ed, with increased energy — (cheera.) 
They had seen him there that night displaying all the fervour of youtn in this 
holy cause. (Great cheering.) 



Mr Thompson said it was not, perhaps, known to their friend from the other 
side of the Atlantic, that the venerable gentleman who presided was the friend 
and brother, in friendship and in labour, of one than whom there was none 
stood higher in the estimation of the American people ; he meant the venerable 
Lafayette. (Cheers.) Mr T. then called their attention to the financial afiairs 



The Chairman acknowledged the honour which had been conferred on him. 
and reminded them of the labours of Thomas Clarkson in the Emancipation 
Cause. They should never, at any of their meetings, part without acknowledg- 
ing the services of that excellent man, who was the prime mover in all that had 
been done. (Great cheering.) 

The meeting then dismissed. 
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ABSTRACT ACCOUNT OF TBE RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE CONNECTED WITH THE DISCUSSION BETWIX 

MR GEORGE THOMPSON AND THE REV. R. J. BRECICINRIDGE. 

Dr. 



The Treasurer of the Glasgow Emancipation SocieUj. 



June 21. To Sale of Tickets for the Discussion in Dr. Ward- 
law's Chapel, between Messrs. Thompson and 
Breckinridge,.. £111 18 11 



£111 18 11 



183(1. 

June 24, By Glasgow Chronicle, 900 Copies, containing full 

Report of the whole Discussion, for live nights, £'26 7 

— Advertising Discussion in sundry Newspapers, 

and Pnnting Bills, 5 13 

— Fee to Special Reporter,.. 3 0 

— Printing Tickets,.. 4 3 

— Gas Light Company, and attendance of Police- 
men, , 

— Expenses of Platform, Cleaning Chapel, and 
Beadle's attendance, 7 12 

— Posting Bills, Hire of Committee Rooms, and 
sundry small Charges, , 2 19 

July 2. — Printing 2000 Copies of the Discussion in Pam- 
phlet form, 50 0 

— Balance carried to Emancipation Society's 
Account 9 12 



2 II (' 



£111 iS 11 



Glasgow, IZth Marc/u 183/.— Examined and found correct. 

(Signed,) 



JAMES M'TEAR. 
WILLIAM SMEAL. 



Dr. 



THE TREASURER OF THE GLASGOW EMANCIPATION SOCIETY. 



Cr. 



March 13, 1837. 

i Annuai Subscriptions and Donations, , 

Douatious from the ^ Glasgow Ladies' Auxiliary 



Do. at Mr. Thompspu's Lecture on " Prejudice," ... 
Collection at Public Meeting in Dr Heugh's ChapeL 

1st of August, 3836, f. 

Sale of Tickets at Mr Thompson's Lecture on Texas, 



Reniittance from Friends of Emancipation at Man- 



Do. Paisley, do. 
Do. North Shields Anti-Slaverv Society,. . . 
Do. South Shields, do. 
Do. Friends of Emancipation at Leicester, 
Do. do. at Stirling,... 
Donation from Servants of Scotston House, 
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March 13, 1837. 
By Amoimt paid Mr George Thompson, the Society's 

Agent, c€200 

Expenses of Annual Meeting, 1836, 13 

Do. Petition against the Apprenticeship, ... 
Do. Mr Thompson's Lectures on Prejudice 
and Texas, ^ 

Expenses of Public Meeting on 1st of August, 1836, 
in Dr Heugh's Chaj^el, 

Printing Fine Edition ot the Discussion, 1000 Copies, 

Stitching 2000 Copies of Cheap Edition, 

Printing Annual Report, and Committee's Address 
to Ministers, &c 

Advertising, Printing Tracts, Committee ISotices, 

and Second Address of Committee, 58 

Ne wspapers, for Transmission by Post, containing 
Accoiuits of Anuufil Meeting, Mr Thompson's 
Lectures in various places, and Addresses of 
the Committee, ife 

Expenses attending Meetings at Greenock, Paisley, 

and Dumbarton, 0 

Balance due iate Treasurer, 1 

Do. James Johnston & Son............ 0 

Postage of Letters and Foreign Newspapers, Car- 
riage of Parcels, and warning Committee Meet- 
ings,... 

Balance in the hands of the Treasurer,.. 
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Glasgow, \ Wl March^ 1837. — We have this day examined the above Account, with the vouchers produced, and find the same to bt 
correct. — The Balance in the hands of the Treasurer, at this date, is Seven Pounds Twelve Shillings and Sixpence. 

(Signed.) ^ JAMES M'TEAR. 

WILLIAM SMEAL. 



